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Masters Message by Wor. John Dahik 
 
Brethren! We are off to a great start this term! Last stated we had a good turnout, and the dinner put on by 
the members and families of Bethel #22 was fantastic! I also want to extend a big thank you to all who were 
able to make it to the District school in January at Springfield Lodge as well. I believe we had 7 brethren 
from Mount Vernon representing including myself.  
 
I also want to give a big thanks for everyone who was able to attend Springfield Lodge earlier this February 
for the receiving of our very own DDGM, RW David Henry Smith, Sr.; we had 7 Mount Vernon brethren 
in attendance as well. Another thanks to Bro. Mike Zarlenga for taking charge regarding the fraternal visits.  
 
Brethren, let's keep this going! We will be well recognized by our district, build stronger connections with 
the brethren of our district, and most rewarding of all, you get to fellowship with fellow brethren! See you 
all at the February Stated Communication 25 February! The program will be on the Ancients and Moderns 
by a surprise speaker so please some on out! 
 
February Calendar 
 

4      Ritual School @ 7:00 PM 
9      Breakfast-Families Invited @ 8:30 AM 
11      Ritual School @ 7:00 PM 
18      Ritual School @ 7:00 PM 
21      District School (Dale City Lodge) @  

7:00 PM 
  24      Bethel No. 22 Meeting @ 2:00 PM 

25   Stated Communication, Dinner @  
6:30 PM; Stated at 7:30 PM 

 
February Masonic Birthdays 
 
John Stewart Dahik                             02/16/2011 
Arthur Clinton Harrold                       02/03/1961 
Randall Dmytro Ivanciw                     02/27/1980 
William Dale Judy                                 02/18/1974 
John Joseph Leeper                            02/03/1958 



Mark Morse Neil                                  02/16/2011 
Charles Edward Shepard                   02/10/1999 
 
Secretary Update by RW Matt Szramoski 
 
Brethren-does your Lodge dues card have the year 2019 on it?  If, not, please pay your 2019 dues as soon as 
possible.  Your funds help support the activities of the lodge, utility an building maintenance expenses and 
much more.  Dues for 2019 are $135.00.  Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Lodge Education Officer’s Notes by RW Grayson Koogle 
 
Why do you and I come to Lodge?. . . Some Initial Thoughts. 
 
Why is it that whenever Masons get together, it seems like there is a sort of instant friendship with each 
other and Brethren just enjoying fellowship with each other?   It could be that all Masons are bound by the 
same set of values that are also taught and emphasized in our law and in our ritual.  
In our laws, Sec. 3.04 in our Methodical Digest states…..“No discussion relating to nations, religions, or 
politics must ever be introduced within the walls of a Lodge; Masons, as such, professing the universal 
religion, recognizing only those political maxims in which all men agree, and considering all nations as 
members of the same human family.” 
 
Or perhaps it is also our ritual that reminds us of our special fellowship with each other?   Take for example 
some words from one of our opening prayers...”…may this meeting, thus begun in order be conducted in 
peace and closed in harmony.” (Presentation Manual Page 54).   Maybe it is emphasized in the wording of 
the alternate Benediction when the Chaplain is absent, that says  “…may brotherly love prevail, and every 
moral and social virtue unite and cement us…”  (Presentation Manual page 55).  Or just maybe it is the 
Worshipful Master’s charge at the closing of each meeting that further emphasizes the special fellowship we 
have with each other . . .  ”We are now about to quit this sacred retreat of friendship and virtue to mix 
again with the world.   Amidst its concerns and employments, forget not the duties which you have heard 
so frequently inculcated and so forcibly recommended in this Lodge…….”  (Presentation Manual Page 55) 
 
Think about it when you walk through the door of our Lodge and greet your Masonic Brethren  . . .and 
enjoy the fellowship ! 
 
Sickness and Distress 
 
Wor. John Killian is recovering in West Virginia.  He is getting around with a walker and steadily 
improving! 
 
Brother Fredi Guerke is undergoing chemotherapy. 
 
Brother Mark Neil continues to deal with cancer issues. 



 
Please keep all of the brethren in your prayers! 
 
Lodge Contacts 
 
Worshipful Master  John Dahik 
    jdahik97@gmail.com 
    703-887-1937 
 
Secretary   Matthew T. Szramoski, PDDGM 
    mmva@yahoo.com 
    202-302-8978 
 
 
 


