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Masters Message by Wor. John Dahik 
 
Brethren. So far this term, so good! Our first two Stated Communications have been a success! For those 
who are unaware our refrigerator had stopped working last month. A very special thanks to RW Michael 
King and his wife for cleaning out the fridge, and for being at the lodge while the contractors worked on 
the fridge. Please remember the importance of keeping the refrigerator clean if you are doing so after a 
function, and if there is anything expired to throw it away.  
 
I would also like to mention that the first two District Schools have also been a success. This is a Hillman 
requirement so let's keep this going forward.  
 
This Saturday is the Division Leadership Conference at the Alexandria Scottish Rite Temple. Breakfast will 
be served at 8AM (suggested donation is $5.00), and the conference will start at 9AM. Line officers are 
expected to attend, and the rest of the brethren are encouraged to attend. Moving forward for April, the 
William Hiram Wood School will be held at A.W. #22 13 April 7:30AM-12 Noon. Coffee and Donuts will 
be served beforehand. This is another Hillman award requirement, and as always line officers are expected 
to attend.  
 
Lastly, when leaving the lodge for the evening or in general, if you are the last one to leave the building, 
please turn the temperature down to 60 degrees. Lately, I have heard that the heat has been left on, and 
that drives our utility bills up so please ensure this gets done. I look forward to seeing you all at our March 
Stated Communication. 
 
March Calendar 
 
4 Ritual School @ 7:00 PM 
9 Breakfast-Families Invited @ 8:30 AM 
11 Ritual School @ 7:00 PM 
16 DLC at Alexandria Scottish Rite @ 8:00 AM 
18 Ritual School @ 7:00 PM 
24 Bethel No. 22 Meeting @ 2:00 PM 
25 Stated Communication, Dinner @ 6:30 PM; Stated at 7:30 PM 
27 District School at 7:30 PM 
 
 



March Masonic Birthdays 
Charles James Allen                         3/14/1973 
Richard Charles Allen                       3/31/1999 
Gerald Dennis Badinger                 3/13/2002 
Gary Lester Binge                             3/10/2004 
Mark John Eggerstorfer                 3/30/2010 
William D. H. Francis                         3/18/2016 
Jay Edward Garbus                           3/25/2009 
Charles Cecil Hinkle                          3/14/1973 
Charles Joseph Hinkle                     3/31/1999 
Christopher James Macey              3/31/2012 
Billy Lee Pritchett                              3/12/1986 
Justin Keith Ratley                            3/30/2010 
James Vernon Rewis                      3/29/1972 
Jack Ernest Snyder                           3/14/1985 
 
Secretary Update by RW Matt Szramoski 
Brethren-does your Lodge dues card have the year 2019 on it?  If, not, please pay your 2019 dues as soon as 
possible.  Your funds help support the activities of the lodge, utility an building maintenance expenses and 
much more.  Dues for 2019 are $135.00.  Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Lodge Education Officer’s Notes by RW Grayson Koogle 
 
Masonic Poetry – Explore If You Dare . . .and Maybe Learn? 
 
I freely admit that poetry was my worst subject in school when I was growing up and something that I 
thought I would never use as a grown man.  Then as a Master Mason one night that I heard a Brother give a 
program on Masonic poems that I could understand and that reinforced my Masonic values.  There is a 
website (www.themasonictrowel.com) that has a current collection of 180 poems written by Masons such as 
Albert Pike, Carl Claudy, Red Skelton, Rudyard Kipling and others.  Check it out and maybe you will find 
some poems that resonate with you as a Master Mason.   Here is one example: 
 
A Real Mason by Frank F Baer 
My Brother, Masonry means more 
Than just to wear a pin, 
Or carrying a dues receipt 
So the Lodge will let you in. 
You wear an emblem on your coat, 
And on your hand a ring. 
But, if you're not sincere at heart, 
This doesn't mean a thing. 



It's just an outward sign to show 
The world that you belong 
To this Fraternal Brotherhood 
That teaches right from wrong. 
What really counts lies buried deep 
Within the human breast; 
Masonic teaching brings it out 
And puts it to the test. 
If you can do outside the Lodge 
The things you learn within, 
Be just and upright to yourself 
And to your fellow men; 
Console a brother when he's sick, 
Or help him when in need. 
Without a thought of a reward 
For any act or deed; 
Conduct yourself in such a way 
The world without can see 
None but the best can meet the test 
 
Sickness and Distress 
Wor. John Killian is recovering in West Virginia.  He is getting around with a walker and steadily 
improving! 
 
Brother Fredi Guerke is undergoing chemotherapy. 
 
Brother Mark Neil continues to deal with cancer issues. 
 
Please keep all of the brethren in your prayers! 
 
Lodge Contacts 
Worshipful Master John Dahik 
   jdahik97@gmail.com 
   703-887-1937 
 
Secretary  Matthew T. Szramoski, PDDGM 
   mmva@yahoo.com 
   202-302-8978 


