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Masters Message by Wor. John Dahik 
 
Brethren, 
 
It seems only yesterday that I was installed as Master, and now we are just about halfway through this 
term. I must say I am enjoying the ride very much, and I cannot thank you all enough for making this a 
great journey for all of us. I strongly believe that this lodge is going in the right direction. We as a lodge 
have made quite a few fraternal visits throughout the district as planned, and so far so good. It is always 
nice to visit other lodges and see how they conduct business, programs, etc. We have 2 candidates in the 
pipeline currently, and both are doing very well with their catechisms. I expect both to be ready for 
advancement soon. We are also getting to the flea market/yard sale season so if anyone has stuff that is 
just taking up space, bring it to the lodge for the yard sales! Lastly, keep your ears open for fun activities 
I have baseball games and other fun activities in mind for us to do.  
 
We will be receiving our District Deputy Grand Master, our own RW David Smith this month for his 
official visit.  Please come out and support RW Dave and the lodge on this evening, 
 
S&F, 
John 
 
April Calendar 
1 Ritual School @ 7:00 PM 
8 Ritual School @ 7:00 PM 
13 William Hiram Wood School @ 8:30 AM 
15 Ritual School @ 7:00 PM 
18 Ritual School @ 7:00 PM 
22 Stated Communication, Dinner @ 6:30 PM; Stated at 7:30 PM Official Visit of the DDGM 
24 District School @ 7:00 PM, Mt. Vernon Lodge is the Host 
29 Ritual School at 7:30 PM 
 
April Masonic Birthdays 
Ted Emory Amick                              4/23/1980 
Brock Thomas Benson                    4/11/2009 
George Harry Chapin                       4/21/1969 
Charles Thomas Cleveland            4/19/1995 



Douglas Mason Dwyer                    4/05/1982 
Christopher Lee Fisher                   4/20/2011 
Philip Gary Fuller                               4/25/1984 
Johnathan Edward Gehrig             4/05/2014 
Dennis Dean Keeton                       4/21/1993 
Ronald Charles Kerstetter              4/09/2008 
Sidney Ivan Stark                              4/07/1961 
Matthew Todd Szramoski              4/23/1988 
Michael Andrew Wolfe                  4/05/2014 
 
Secretary Update by RW Matt Szramoski 
 
Wor. John Killian is able to get around with a walker now.  We are glad to see he is doing well.  He hopes 
to attend lodge in July to receive his fifty year veterans recognition. 
 
Brethren, if you have not yet done so, have you considered Life Membership in Perpetuity?  Tis program 
allows you to pay 23 times the lodge dues or $135 x 23 =$3,105.  You are then exempt from ever paying 
dues again.  Payment can be made in a lump sum or in monthly installments.  You must remain current in 
your annual dues until the full amount is paid off.  By making this decision you are making an investment 
in the lodge.  We will receive your dues in perpetuity which will strengthen the lodge’s finances.  Please 
contact me if you have any questions about this important program.  Currently, Approximately 60% of our 
membership has purchased a Life Membership in Perpetuity. 
 
Lodge Education Officer’s Notes by RW Grayson Koogle 
 
“Masonry ,  A Work in Progress”’ 
 
For those Brethren who are also Scottish Rite members, I hope you saw and read the above titled Grand 
Commander’s Message in the January/February 2019 edition of the Scottish Rite Journal.   It was a very 
interesting article based on the Grand Commander’s feelings as he read through a Master Craftsman 
student’s  essay which said that Masonry is something ‘to be worked at” or requires much effort to really 
achieve.  The article outlined the subsequent thought process of the Grand Commander as he evaluated his 
own life as a Master Mason against the backdrop of living in the current difficult times in our nation . . . . 
asking himself several thought provoking questions such as: 
 
• “How have I worked to accomplish Freemasonry in my life?’ 
• ‘To what an extent has it become a part of me?” 
• “How evident is it to those with whom I come in contact?” 
• “We preach tolerance.  Am I tolerant in what I say, in what I do, and what I think?” 
• “We preach that all men of whatever nation or clime are of one brotherhood under the 

Fatherhood of one God.   Do I believe that?   Do I really believe that?  Is it reflected by my words 
and conduct outside of the lodge and away from the ritual?” 



• “What do the people who see me every day think?” 
• “Do I practice the very virtues upon which I relied to gain admission to the Lodge in the first 

place?” 
• “DO OTHERS SEE MY MASONRY?” 
 
It is the last question above that the Grand Commander says that he learned again from  the Brother’s essay 
that “Masonry . . . .true Masonry….requires work.”   His final thoughts and question in this article are 
words that should resonate with all of us in our lives as Master Masons. 
 
“I’m embarrassed to report that most folks don’t see the best of me, surely not the Masonic ideal.  Not by a 
long shot.  That which I believe often is not that which walks with me as I go through my days.   How about 
you?” 
 
If you have not seen this article, ask a Scottish Rite Mason and see if  they can give you a copy or send me 
an email and I will send you an electronic copy.   I strongly encourage you to read the entire two page article 
and perhaps like me, you will keep a copy somewhere in your personal files to remind you that Masonry is a 
work in progress. 
 
Sickness and Distress 
 
Brother Fredi Guerke is undergoing chemotherapy. 
 
Brother Mark Neil continues to deal with cancer issues. 
 
Please keep all of the brethren in your prayers! 
 
Lodge Contacts 
 
Worshipful Master  John Dahik 
    jdahik97@gmail.com 
    703-887-1937 
 
Secretary   Matthew T. Szramoski, PDDGM 
    mmva@yahoo.com 
    202-302-8978 
 


