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P.O. Box 77 
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December Trestleboard 
	
Brethren, 
 
We have made it to the final month of the term. I said this before and I will say it again. It felt like it was 
only yesterday that we were installed to our respective stations and places. I cannot echo enough how 
good of a year this has been. So much has been accomplished this year, and I thank you all for making 
this possible. Please remember that our stated communication will be the THIRD Monday this month (16 
December 2019). Elections will take place along with the tiled installation. For those who will be installed 
for the ensuing term please plan to be present. Please be in tuxedos and bring your white gloves if you 
have a pair. If not, there is some in the regalia room.  I will see you all on the 16th if not before.  
 
S&F 
John S. Dahik, WM 
 

 
December Calendar 

 
2  Lodge Ritual School @ 7:00 PM 
8  Bethel 22 Meeting @ 2:00 PM 
9  Lodge Ritual School @ 7:00 PM 
14  Lodge Breakfast @8:30AM 
15  Bethel 22 Christmas Party @ 2:00 PM-All Master Masons invited 
16  Stated Communication @ 7:30 PM 
  Dinner @ 6:30 PM  
  Installation of Officers 
 

 
December Masonic Birthdays 

 
Wallace, Charles Robert Brother - December 18, 1968 - 51 years  
 
Glaeser, Alfred Lawrence III Worshipful - December 13, 2012 - 7 years  
 
Zarlenga, Michael William Brother - December 5, 2016 - 3 years 
 
 
 

 



Secretary’s Corner 
 
Brethren, 
 
2020 Dues notices have been mailed out.  The amount due is $135.00.  
 
Have you considered Life Membership in Perpetuity (LMIP)?  This is a great way for every member to 
leave a financial legacy for the lodge.  The cost is 25 x the annual dues.  This amount can be paid in 
installments or as a one-time payment.  Once you become a LMIP you are never again assessed dues and 
more importantly, as the name implies, the lodge will receive your dues in perpetuity.  Your generosity in 
becoming an LMIP helps ensure the lodge’s financial stability. 
 
If you would like a Mount Vernon Lodge name badge please let me know.  The cost is $11 per badge.  It 
will have your name, title if appropriate, Masonic emblem and the lodge name.  They are very attractive 
and made by a Virginia Mason.  Payment is due prior to ordering. 
 
We have several proposed lodge bylaw changes that were presented at the November stated 
communication.  They will be sent to each member in the next week and will be voted on at the January 
Stated Communication.  You must be present to vote, however you can send in comments, pro or con to 
be read at the stated. 
 

Sickness and Distress 
 
None reported! 
 

RW Grayson Koogle LEO Note     
How did Mount Vernon Lodge get started? 

  
I was recently asked if we had any written documentation outlining the very beginnings of what is now 
Mount Vernon Lodge No. 219.  Unfortunately, no formal records or notes were kept during those first 
few organizational meetings, however one of our Past Masters, RW Samuel Atkinson, took it upon 
himself to interview the Brethren involved and what notes they had….and on January 20, 1981, he printed 
out the first of many copies of the history of Mount Vernon Lodge from its beginning in February 1960 
through December 1980.  After RW Atkinson passed to the Celestial Lodge, his wife, Helen, discovered 
the original printed copies and presented them to the Lodge.  So here is an extract of part of that 
document that talks to the very beginning of the idea that eventually became Mount Vernon Lodge.  
 
“In the month of February1960, a group of dedicated Mason met to lay plans and begin the task of 
meeting the requirements of the Grand Lodge of Virginia for a dispensation.  Rt. Wor. Bro. Charles E. 
Wallace, having the knowledge and ability to direct the tasks, gave his time, money, and full time support 
in spearheading the effort.  The first meeting was held at the Bell Electric Co.   Those in attendance at the 
first meeting include Wor. Bro. James Smith and Bros. Ralph I. Merrill, John H. King, Richard B. Colyer, 
Julius B. Taylor, Morris Taylor, and Ben Fliettell in addition to Rt. Wor. Bro. Wallace,    Thereafter, 
weekly meetings were held and greater interest was generated. Some the new workers participating 



included Wor. Bro. John D. Hunt and Bros. George G. Koogle, James E. Coffey, Louis Finks, John R. 
King, Jr., Leonard S. Lorentzen, and Harold Lewis.   It was noted that during the organizational days 
several social events were undertaken to further encourage interested Master Masons to become active in 
the formulation of a new Lodge.” 
 
“During the first meetings, there were no minutes written, thus the items do not contain specific dates, 
times, or places in many instances.  The first recorded minutes were taken at the first formal 
organizational meeting.  This meeting was held at the Mount Vernon Volunteer Fire Department building 
on the 29th day of April 1960.  Previous to this meeting, the Fire Department had granted permission to 
use their hall for a temporary meeting site.  The following is an extract of the minutes of the first 
organizational meeting of the Lodge founders.  After a briefing by Rt. Wor. Bro. Charles E. Wallace on 
the Grand Lodge requirements for such an endeavor, the brethren present discussed the possible names 
for the Lodge.  The names suggested were Mount Vernon, Duke of Ellington, and John Blair.  After some 
discussion, Bro. Louis Finks made a motion that the new Lodge is named Mount Vernon Lodge, the 
motion passed.  The name Mount Vernon was selected due to the significant ties of Mount Vernon to our 
departed Illustrious Worshipful Brother George Washington.  The name has a further tie in that the 
intended site of the Lodge is on the original land tract of George Washington.”   
 
So that is how the we got the name Mount Vernon Lodge….but a lot more paperwork and organization 
work had to be done by these Brethren and others until our Lodge became formally chartered in February 
1961.     However some of the current brethren including the newer members of our Lodge may not know 
about a much earlier and unsuccessful attempt to form a Lodge to be called Mount Vernon Lodge…..but 
that is another story for a later time. 
 

Lodge Contacts 
 
Worshipful Master  John Dahik 
    jdahik97@gmail.com 
    703-887-1937 
 
Secretary   Matthew T. Szramoski, PDDGM 
    mmva@yahoo.com 
    703-347-9549 


