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FROM THE EAST  TIPS FOR SEWING A MASK 
     A Time of Reflection 
       By Michael William Zarlenga, WM 
I have always been of the opinion that when one door 
closes, two doors open. However, with two doors, a 
person has a choice. That choice often causes me to 
reflect on where I have been and ponder where I am 
going. Often the two doors involve diametrically 
opposed courses of action. 
My year in the East has seen a number of doors close, 
most obvious of which to the Brethren are the Lodge 
doors.  This has caused me to reflect on the plans I had 
for my year in the East and ponder the remainder of my 
term.  I worked many hours lining up dynamic speakers 
and laying priorities. I have reflected on what we 
accomplished in a short amount of time and I think the 
officers of the Lodge should be proud for the work we 
have done and are still doing. 
But pondering the future, and what two doors might 
now be open, has been a challenge. We are living in 
uncertain times trying to plan for things that are outside 
of our control. Yet, life, and death, go on. My carefully 
planned calendar is gone.  How do I ponder choices 
when I have so little information? 
I had the pleasure to speak with some of our Past 
Masters recently, none of which live in the area.  As I 
listened, they reflected on days long past.  They talked 
of friendship and camaraderie among the Brethren in 
the Lodge.  As they reflected, I thought to myself that 
the closing of the Lodge doors opened up the door to do 
virtual programming for the Brethren.  A door opened 
to provide an opportunity to involve Brethren that are 
separated by many miles and isolated by social 
distancing to connect with their friends and Brothers. 
After my year is over, and I reflect on that year, I hope 
I can say that the virtual door to the Lodge was always 
open and no Brother felt isolated or alone. I hope we 
keep that door open. 

 If society reopens anytime soon, the required fashion 
statement of the year will probably be a face mask.  
Here is a homemade face mask (sewing required). 

 

MASONIC ETIQUETTE FROM THE 
 GRAND LODGE OF VIRGINIA 

 Shouldering the Work. It is a singular honor to be 
requested to take part in any Lodge work. To refuse is 
to be viewed as a weak link in a strong chain. It is 
saying that you simply want to sit and enjoy the 
entertainment, the camaraderie and the food, without 
shouldering the necessary work that must be done for 
the benefit of all. 

 
 
 
 

LODGE CONTACT INFORMATION 
Worshipful Master: Michael W. Zarlenga – wm@mtvernon219.org 

Secretary: Matthew T. Szramoski – secretary@mtvernon219.org or 703-347-9549 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 74 - Mount Vernon, VA 22122 



A CALL TO THE CELESTIAL LODGE  MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
Remembering Worshipful Brother Covert Westley 
Williamson, III (Worshipful Master of Mount Vernon 
Lodge No. 219 in 2001 and 2007) who was called to the 
Celestial Lodge on May 4th.  Pictures compiled by RW 
Grayson Koogle. 
 

Raised July 26, 1972 
 

 
 

The elected and appointed Officers . . . and the Worshipful Master repeating 
the oath of office during the first part of the installation. 
 
Please keep WB Covert’s wife, Janet, and the entire 
Williamson family in your thoughts and prayers. 

 Brother Thomas Nelson Johnson 
Brother Homer Raydon Aikin 

Brother John Vincent Lucas, Jr. 
Brother Robert Lee Burnett, III 
Brother Dennis Albert Miller 

Right Worshipful Lee Jackson Sloppy 
Brother Bruce Lee Summer 
Brother James Elmer Jewell 

Brother Kenneth Michael Dague 
Worshipful Arturo De Hoyos 

Brother Gary Lee Short 
Brother David Earl Stout, Jr. 

Brother David Stephen Horlacher 
Brother Michael Stephen Scotto 
Total Masonic Years:  502 

 FROM THE SECRETARY 

 Please let me know if you are in need of financial 
assistance during this pandemic.  We can request 
assistance from the Grand Lodge Masonic Relief Fund 
if there is a need.  There is a process to getting this 
funding, the first step is to let the lodge secretary know! 
Despite the pandemic, the Lodge’s activities and 
expenses go on.  I will be mailing out dues reminders 
in May to those who have still not paid their 2020 dues.  
If you are not a Life Member in Perpetuity or have not 
paid your dues, please do so as soon as possible.  Your 
dues support the lodges financial viability. If you 
cannot pay your dues, please also contact me. 
Once we are through this virus and able to attend Lodge 
again in person, we will have our regular stated 
communications and called ones for degree work.  Take 
an active role in your Lodge and all of us will 
appreciate the fellowship spent with you. 

LODGE CALENDAR 
(MAKE SURE YOU CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR OUR CONSTANT CONTACT CALENDAR REMINDERS) 

(ASSUMES WE ARE NOT OPERATING NORMALLY) 

May  June 
05/11 Officer’s Meeting via Zoom Video Conference 
 Officers watch your email for details 
05/18 Video Presentation – 7:30pm – Civil War Lodge 

of Research presentation by WB Bennett Hart. 

  
Please watch your email for updates on the June 
schedule of events. 

Ritual School  Catechism School 
CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. Ritual 
Schools are every Monday from 7pm to 8pm except on 
holidays or when we have a stated communication or 
conflicting calendar event.  There is no one that knows 
the entire ritual.  Even if you do, come help teach it.  

 CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 
Catechism schools are every Monday & Wednesday 
from 6pm to 7pm except on holidays or when we have 
a stated communication or conflicting calendar event.  
All members are encouraged to attend.  Learn, teach, or 
learn to teach a catechism. 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON  Throughout his life, he was an agricultural pioneer, 
constantly experimenting with the most advanced 
techniques and working to improve farming practices 
throughout the country. In terms of the amount of land 
he kept under cultivation, it is fair to say that George 
Washington was the most innovative large-scale farmer 
in America during the last quarter of the 18th century. 
Washington was required to be creative, however, 
because he faced a number of problems, the most 
serious of which was the nature of the soil itself. The 
land had always been poor, and years of tobacco 
cultivation had further drained its limited fertility. In 
1764, Colonel Washington contracted with John 
Carlyle, the Alexandria merchant, to supply yearly 
harvests of wheat. Three years later, wheat had eclipsed 
tobacco as the main Mount Vernon crop.  
He began to engage in the agricultural experimentation 
that would continue to absorb him for the rest of his 
life. By the time he was called away to take command 
of the Revolutionary forces in 1775, his methods were 
beginning to show results. 
When he was finally able to return to Mount Vernon in 
1783, it was with a renewed determination to transform 
his neglected fields. The years following the 
Revolution saw Washington's greatest period of 
agricultural activity. Realizing that even the most 
advanced techniques would be of little use unless he 
could enrich the soil itself, he experimented tirelessly 
with different fertilizers. He used animal manure on 
crops to be plowed under, and even tried spreading the 
fields with Potomac mud and the fish that the river 
yielded so abundantly. In 1785 he asked an English 
friend to find him an overseer, on who could, in the 
peculiar alchemy of farming, "Midaslike . . . convert 
everything he touches into manure, as the first 
transmutation towards Gold. . . " Washington continued 
to try new crops, hoping as always to find something 
that would flourish in the weak Mount Vernon soil. By 
the end of his life he had raised, or at least experimented 
with, as many as 60 different crops. 
So today, as we celebrate the talents, accomplishments 
and leadership of George Washington, we should be 
sure to include his lasting contributions to agriculture. 
Indeed, it was this occupation to which Washington 
devoted his energies until the day he died. 
 
 

   A TRULY REMARKABLE MAN 
George Washington has long been one of our greatest 
heroes. In February 1991, the Mt. Vernon Ladies 
Association of the Union and Mr. James C. Rees, Assoc. 
Director prepared a Short Talk Bulletin on the life of 
Washington for the Masonic Services Association. The 
following are excerpts from the Short Talk and he is here 
presented as a lover of the soil. 
Visitors who travel from across the nation and the world 
to see Mount Vernon are impressed with the wide-open 
spaces, beautiful gardens, and huge lawns that open up to 
sensational vistas across the Potomac River. They often 
comment how fortunate we are to possess 500 acres of 
such rich and valuable land so close to the nation's capital. 
But the Mount Vernon of 1990 is tiny in comparison to 
the 8,000 acres George Washington originally owned on 
the banks of the Potomac. Washington divided this huge 
tract into five separate farms, and on many mornings, he 
rode from farm to farm to personally supervise the day's 
activities. 
George Washington may be remembered most for what 
he accomplished during his absences from Mount 
Vernon, but it is probably fair to say that his farming 
activities meant as much to him as the honors he gained 
on the battlefield or at the seat of government. 
Washington's distinguished biographer, Douglas Southall 
Freeman, has written that "whether patriot and statesman 
or patriot and soldier, Washington never ceased to be a 
planter. What others derived from books and games, 
Washington took from the land. Agriculture remained the 
only hobby of his life." And certainly, no theme appears 
more often in Washington's own writings than his love of 
farming, his love of his Mount Vernon lands and 
everything that flourished in them. 
Indeed, agriculture stands as the unifying theme of 
Washington's life. He added sprigs of wheat to the 
Washington family coat-of-arms and had an array of 
farming tools--the scythe, the rake, the hoe and the sickle-
-molded into the elegant stucco ceiling of his large dining 
room. 
One famous English agronomist said that George 
Washington was a better farmer than he was a general. 
Whatever the truth of this assessment, the importance of 
Washington's agricultural career cannot be 
overemphasized. It is a key to the understanding of his 
character. 
The remarkable energy and determination displayed by 
Washington as a soldier and statesman were first the 
qualities of Washington the farmer.  But Washington's 
farming career is also important in its own right. 
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LODGE EDUCATION NOTE  MAY VIDEO PRESENTATION 
   The Year Was . . . 
       By RW Grayson Koogle, PDDGM  
Sometimes it is interesting to take a quick look at what 
our Lodge was doing in the early years compared with 
today’s events. So what was our Lodge doing in 1970, 
fifty (50) years ago and ten (10) years after our first 
recorded stated communication (Under Dispensation) 
on August 26, 1960? The events as recorded by Right 
Worshipful Sam Atkinson in his summary of the Lodge 
history from February 1960 to December 1980 listed 
the following highlights during the year 1970: 
• The Worshipful Master was Worshipful Brother 

Harold M. Sloppy (Father of our Right Worshipful 
Lee Sloppy, PM/PDDGM) 

• At the February 4th stated communication, Right 
Worshipful Charles E. Wallace (the first Worshipful 
Master of our Lodge) installed Right Worshipful 
John Harding King as Mount Vernon Lodge’s first 
District Deputy Grand Master. 

• At the March 18th stated communication, The Grand 
Master of Masons in Virginia, Most Worshipful 
William T. Watkins, paid an official visit to our 
Lodge and addressed his theme, “The Time for 
Masonry is Now”. 

• April 1st heralded the visit and homecoming of our 
DDGM, Right Worshipful John King.   The Annual 
Mount Vernon Night celebration was held later that 
month on April 15th with a presentation on the many 
types of memorabilia in the George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial. 

• The annual visitation of the Alexandria Lodges was 
held on May 6th with “Rt. Worshipful Glen S. Faxon 
as the speaker or rather referee”. (Direct quote from 
RW Atkinson’s account of this meeting) 

• On June 24th, the Order of the Eastern Star, Mount 
Vernon Chapter #178, presented their opinion of 
what goes on in a Lodge. 

• Americanism and Patriotism Night was the theme on 
July 1st with Brother General Archibold W. Lyon, 
President of the National Sojourners as the speaker. 

• The September 2nd stated communication saw the 
change in the By-Laws to require dues in the amount 
of $18, degree fees in the amount of $140, and only 
one stated communication per month on the first 
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.  

• Annual Wardens Night was held on October 21st with 
the Senior Warden presiding. 

• The charter members of Mount Vernon Lodge were 
honored on November 4th.   The speaker was the 
Grand Lecturer, Right Worshipful Charles A. 
Sinclair, Jr.  

• And finally on December 11, 1970, the officers for 
the next year 1971 were installed in a public 
ceremony in the auditorium of the George 
Washington Masonic National Memorial. 

 

Join us on May 18th for an Online Video 
Presentation by WB Bennett Hart and the Civil 

War Research Lodge. 
Watch your email for Details. 

 QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
     From George Washington 
        President, General, and Illustrious Brother 
“True friendship is a plant of slow growth, and must 
undergo and withstand the shocks of adversity, before it is 
entitled to the appellation.” 

 LODGE FINANCIAL CONDITION 
 There are lots of Brethren that cannot make it to the Lodge 

for our Stated Communication. As a result, MVL will 
publish summary financial information to the Brethren 
monthly. 

As of April 20, 2020 
Cash: 
Beginning Balance (Jan 2020)  $ 4,244.34 
Revenue (YTD)  $ 6,652.68 
Expenses (YTD)  $(4,006.50) 
Reserved for Sub-Accounts $   (840.00) 
Ending Balance (at April. 20, 2020)  $ 6,050.52 
 
The following is year to date information as of April 30, 
2020 as compared to the Budget presented to the Lodge in 
2019 by the Senior Warden. 
 

 Actual Budget Difference 
Revenues $6,288.59 $6,060.00 $228.59 
Expenses $4,552.41 $6,343.96 $1,791.55 
Net $1,736.18 $(283.96) $2,020.14 

 
Our revenue is ahead of budget as a result of dues being 
collected sooner than anticipated.  We are behind budget 
on degree fees due to restrictions imposed as a result of C-
19.  There are a number of expenses that were not incurred 
due to the restrictions on the use of the Lodge and the 
deferral of our insurance payment due to changing 
insurance companies. 
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