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FROM THE EAST  FROM THE GRAND MASTER 
     Reopening? Well Sort Of. 
       By Michael William Zarlenga, WM 
By now, most of you should have seen and read the 
reopening plan that was distributed to the Brethren through 
Constant Contact. Please email me if you have not received 
it and I can email it to you. As I stated last month, reopening 
comes with some expenses. We will spend approximately 
$1,725 preparing the Lodge to reopen. The parking lot has 
become overgrown with weeds.  In addition, the lack of use 
of the Temple has resulted in the bathrooms, floors, kitchen, 
and Lodge room needing a thorough cleaning. 
We have a few of the Brethren that have volunteered to 
donate some of the funds to cover these expenses. 
However, as I have stated in the past, the burden of Temple 
maintenance should not fall on a few Brethren. I am asking 
all the Brethren to donate to help prepare the Lodge for 
reopening if within the length of their cabeltow. 
Further, as a Member of Mount Vernon Lodge, every 
member is entitled to attend our Stated Communications, 
and normally I would encourage all to attend. As much as 
it pains me, I have to request that only the Lodge officers 
attend the Stated Communication. We will not serve dinner 
and we will not have a program. A minimal amount of 
Lodge business will be conducted, which will primarily be 
reading of some petitions. Fellowship before and after the 
meeting is highly discouraged. No Brother should arrive 
prior to 7:15pm. Any Brother in attendance shall proceed 
directly to the Lodge room. The meeting will begin 
promptly at 7:30pm. I hope to adjourn the meeting by 
8:00pm. 
Cases of COVID-19 are rising again throughout most of the 
U.S. There is no vaccine and hospitals in some states are 
being overwhelmed. By not contributing to the problem, we 
can be part of the solution. If you are a high-risk Brother, 
please stay home. Your Brethren would feel horrible should 
you contract COVID-19 and we trace it to the Lodge. We 
are all in this together and we will understand if you are not 
in Lodge. Officers that will not attend, please contact me. 

 “The Grand Lodge of Virginia social media accounts 
exist to promote the good news of Freemasonry by 
informing individuals seeking to learn more about our 
Fraternity and to share news and events of interest to 
the Craft in general. They are not a platform for 
private piques and quarrels, discussions centered on 
politics and religion, or serious topics of the day on 
which good men and Brothers can easily disagree. 
“As Masons, we are reminded to, ‘…keep our passions 
within due bounds…’ While we come from varied 
backgrounds, we are the Brotherhood of man founded 
under the Fatherhood of God. We are united by a 
system of morality, and yes, we sometimes share 
different views and opinions. Like all mankind, we are 
entitled to free speech, but there is a time and place for 
all proper things, so let’s set the bar high as to how we 
conduct ourselves in times of challenge and 
turbulence.” 
“This admonishment of social media usage extends to 
Lodge social media accounts as well. Thank you and 
please kindly ‘take due notice thereof.’” 
We would do well to heed the words of the Grand 
Master in all of life’s activities, not just when on the 
Grand Lodge and Lodge social media accounts. 

MASONIC ETIQUETTE FROM THE 
 GRAND LODGE OF VIRGINIA 

 Grand Lodge custom requires that no one except for 
the Worshipful Master or his prearranged designee, 
may correct any mistake that may occur during the 
course of a ceremony, and even he does so only when 
the error is a serious one. 
It is discourteous to point out others’ mistakes in front 
of the Lodge members. If you are in possession of a 
mind, which allows you to be able to perform each and 
every degree and ceremony perfectly, please advise the 
Worshipful Master of such that he may take advantage 
of your services to mentor others. 

 
 
 
 

LODGE CONTACT INFORMATION 
Worshipful Master: Michael W. Zarlenga – wm@mtvernon219.org 

Secretary: Matthew T. Szramoski – secretary@mtvernon219.org or 703-347-9549 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 74 - Mount Vernon, VA 22122 



LODGE EDUCATION NOTE  MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
Getting Started - Masonic Studies – Part 2 
       By RW Grayson Koogle, PDDGM  
If you read my section in last month’s Trestleboard, then 
you know that I do not recommend new Masons start by 
reading the works of Albert Pike. His written works on 
Masonry are excellent, well known, well studied and yes, 
can be a difficult read. 
However, I have recently taken on this difficult challenge.  
Some time ago, Worshipful Brother Arturo de Hoyos, 
Grand Historian of the Scottish Rite, gave me valuable 
advice that I should just read through Pike’s writing the first 
time without trying to “pick it apart”.  Then after a short 
break, go back and read it again.  He was right.  Like a good 
movie that I am seeing for the second time, there are 
concepts and ideas I would not have recognized or 
understood had I not gotten to the end . . . and I am now 
seeing parts of Pike’s writings that apply to Masonry today. 
Take this short excerpt from 1888, that talks about the 
reading and listening abilities of Masons . . . and the 
challenge to tell Masons “anything worth listening to.” 
(Note: I underlined the key point). 
“Although Masons will not read much, they listen 
excellently well and patiently for any length of time—if the 
speaker will tell them anything worth listening to.  I think 
that I have talked to some sixty Lodges in different places, 
from New York to New Orleans, and from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific, to Lodges composed of men reasonably well 
educated: lawyers, divines, and clergymen in New York, 
workman in the saw mills of the territory of Washington, 
and of miners in Nevada, without in any instance the 
audience becoming weary, often without even one going 
away, although I rarely (spoke) for less then two hours, 
often two and a half, and sometimes three.  So I know that 
men of many kinds can be deeply interested in the subject 
of the Symbolism of the Blue Lodge and are glad to have it 
proven to them that there is something more and higher in 
the Blue Free Masonry, than they had supposed.”   (Albert 
Pike correspondence to Robert F. Gould, February 28, 
1888). 
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 FROM THE SECRETARY 
 Masonic Family Day has been cancelled this year 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Unfortunately, 
the expenses to operate our Masonic Home 
continue. You should have received a solicitation 
recently to give to this Masonic charity. I 
encourage you to do so if it is within the length of 
your cabletow. 
While our lodges will be able to start meeting 
again this month under very specific standards set 
by the Grand Lodge in order to maintain the health 
and safety of our members, fraternal visits are not 
encouraged. Due to social distancing many lodges 
will barely have space for their own members, let 
alone visitors. Hopefully a vaccine will be found 
soon and we can return to our Masonic life in a 
more normal manner.  
Stay healthy and let us know if you have any 
special needs during these extraordinary times! 

LODGE CALENDAR 
(MAKE SURE YOU CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR OUR CONSTANT CONTACT CALENDAR REMINDERS) 

(UNLESS LISTED, ALL OTHER ACTIVITES OF THE LODGE ARE CANCELLED) 

July  August 
07/18 Lodge Flea Market 
07/20  Ritual School – 7:00pm – Review changes to 

opening and closing Lodge and voting. 
07/27 Stated Communication – 7:30pm – Arrive no 

earlier than 7:15pm. Members discouraged from 
attending unless you are an officer. 

  
Please watch your email for updates on the August 
schedule of events. 

Ritual School  Catechism School 
3rd Monday of Every Month. For the foreseeable future, 
Ritual Schools will be held only on the Third Monday of 
the Month from 7pm to 8pm. 

 CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  All 
members are encouraged to practice their obligations 
and catechism until we restart. 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON  Springs, West Virginia, 4,000 acres of the Dismal 
Swamp, and lots in both the City of Alexandria and the 
new nation's capital. He also owned more than 33,000 
acres in the Ohio Valley, more than a thousand acres in 
Maryland. 5,000 acres in Kentucky, and 3,000 acres 
near the site of present-day Cincinnati. Despite the fact 
that he was constantly distracted from his own business 
ventures by the call of his country. Washington was a 
successful entrepreneur who believed wholeheartedly 
in investing in the future of America. 
2.  Washington was in command of the entire Virginia 
Regiment in the French and Indian War when he was 
just 23 years old. At the onset of the French and Indian 
War, Washington joined General Edward Braddock's 
ill-fated mission to the Monongahela in 1755 as an 
aide-de-camp. This was by no means a shining moment 
in Washington's career. Washington warned Braddock 
that the guerrilla-style tactics used by the enemy would 
require a different approach to warfare. But Braddock 
ignored Washington's counsel, and his forces were 
severely defeated. The General himself was mortally 
wounded.  
When General Braddock fell. the men around him 
naturally turned to Washington who organized the 
retreat and kept the army from disbanding. By the end 
of the battle, a large percentage of the English soldiers 
had fallen, and Washington himself had four bullet 
holes in his coat and was on his third horse. Yet, the 
young Virginian was an unquestionable hero even in 
defeat. He was almost immediately appointed a colonel 
and given complete command of the Virginia 
Regiment. 
3.  Washington never went to college, but he was one 
of the most well-read and accomplished writers of all 
American Presidents. Washington's father died when 
he was eleven years old. As the oldest son of a second 
wife, Washington discovered there was little money or 
time for him to attend a university. Instead, he became 
a surveyor at age 16 to help support his Family. Still, 
Washington was a voracious reader, and he eventually 
assembled a personal library of some 900 books of all 
descriptions. He was also a prolific writer.  
At the age of 14, he copied down 110 rules of civility. 
Five decades later, he was still writing lengthy letters 
to governors, congressional leaders. and influential 
friends in support of our new government. Scholars at 
the University of Virginia are currently assembling the 
papers of George Washington and before the project is 
over, the editors expect to issue about 90 separate 
volumes. In an age before typewriters and word 
processors, Washington recognized the power of an 
old-fashioned quill pin. 
4. In all likelihood, Washington could have been 
America's first king, but he turned down a crown. 

   SOME PERSONAL FACTS – PART I 
George Washington has long been one of our greatest 
heroes.  In 1999, Mount Vernon and Mr. James C. Rees, 
its resident Director in coordination with the George 
Washington Masonic Memorial prepared a Short Talk 
Bulletin relating Personal Facts about George 
Washington for the Masonic Services Association. The 
following are excerpts from the Short Talk. 
George Washington's face is remarkably familiar, in part 
because we see his portrait each time we use a dollar bill. 
Yet very Few Americans possess much knowledge about 
the man behind the image. As we approach a special 
anniversary year-the bicentennial of Washington's death 
it is particularly distressing that Washington is losing his 
well-deserved place in the classroom. His portrait 
disappeared from most classrooms walls decades ago, but 
now Washington is also becoming less and less 
prominent in history textbooks. 
The fourth-grade textbook I used in the public school 
system in Richmond, Virginia, in 1962 includes almost 
ten times more coverage of Washington than the history 
textbook used in the very same school today. Obviously. 
today's book must cover almost four additional decades 
of historic events. Yet Washington and the other 
Founding fathers have clearly been short-changed. 
What makes this situation especially disturbing is this 
simple fact: we need the example set by George 
Washington now more than ever. People today long for 
men and women who possess old fashioned qualities such 
as honesty, strong morals, good judgment, patriotism, 
courage and, most of all, character. In 1999, our challenge 
is not simply to relate the tried-and-true stories of 
Washington's leadership in both war and peace. We also 
need to communicate the true personality and character 
of this great man. so that younger generations will once 
again be attracted to Washington as a role model in their 
own lives. So the next tine you gather together with 
Family and friends, turn the conversation to George 
Washington, and ask your friends if they are aware of 
these fascinating aspects of Washington's life. 
1. Washington was one early America's foremost 
businessman. Not only was he successful at harvesting 
several cash crops. but he also operated a successful 
gristmill and a distillery that produced more than 11,000 
gallons of liquor over a period of a year. He organized a 
fishing operation that netted some one million shad and 
herring in a short six-week season. He invested in real 
estate in a major way expanding his Mount Vernon estate 
from 2,000 to 8,000 acres. He purchased more than 
60,000 additional acres of land in what would today be 
seven different states and the District of Columbia. 
Among his holdings were 2,000 acres near Berkeley 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON (CONT.)  MONTHLY VIDEO PRESENTATION 
Scholars seem to agree that the most critical moment 
of Washington's military career came not during the 
war itself; but at the close of' the Revolutionary War. 
Many of Washington's officers were furious that they 
had not been properly paid or appreciated for their 
efforts in the Revolution. So they started to plan a 
second revolt, this time against Congress. There was 
talk of placing Washington as King of a new nation. 
But Washington was not about to become a monarch 
like the one he had worked so hard to defeat, so he used 
his powers of persuasion to 
stop the revolt before it really 
started. Unlike 
successful leaders of past 
revolutions, Washington 
willfully and unconditionally 
surrendered his power just 
when it reached its 
apex. When many world 
leaders expected 
Washington to assume his rightful place as the leader 
of a new nation, he laid down his sword and took up 
his plow. Today we take our freedom so much for 
granted and accept democracy as so natural and so 
right that it is hard to imagine the importance of 
Washington's voluntary retirement. But in 1783 it was 
an earth-shattering event. The highly skeptical King 
George III, perhaps confident that Washington's 
retirement was some sort of scam, predicted that if the 
commander in chief gives up all his power and returns 
to his farm he will be the ''greatest man in the world.'' 
Just a few years later when Napoleon lay on his 
deathbed defeated and forlorn his last words were 
“they expected me to be another Washington.” It was 
as if the people of France had expected the impossible 
how could anyone live up to Washington's standards? 
 
 
 
 

 There will be no video presentation in July because 
there will be a July Stated Communication.  

However, we expect video presentations to resume 
on the second Monday of each month beginning in 

August. 

 QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
     From George Washington 
        President, General, and Illustrious Brother 
“Flattering as it may be to the human mind, and truly 
honorable as it is to receive from our fellow citizens 
testimonies of approbation for exertions to promote 
the public welfare, it is not less pleasing to know that 
the milder virtues of the heart are highly respected by 
a Society whose liberal principles must be founded in 
the immutable laws of truth and justice. To enlarge 
the sphere of social happiness is worthy of the 
benevolent design of a Masonic institution; and it is 
most fervently to be wished that the conduct of every 
member of the Fraternity, as well as those 
publications that discover the principles which 
actuate them, may tend to convince mankind that the 
great object of Masonry is to promote the happiness 
of the human race.” 

 LODGE FINANCIAL CONDITION 
 There are lots of Brethren that cannot make it to the Lodge 

for our Stated Communication. As a result, MVL will 
publish summary financial information to the Brethren 
monthly. 

As of June 20, 2020 
Cash: 
Beginning Balance (Jan 2020)  $ 4,244.34 
Revenue (YTD)  $ 6,922.68 
Expenses (YTD)  $(5,514.77) 
Reserved for Sub-Accounts $   (840.00) 
Ending Balance (at June 20, 2020)  $ 4,812.25 
 
The following is year to date information as of June 30, 
2020 as compared to the Budget presented to the Lodge in 
2019 by the Senior Warden. 
 

 Actual Budget Difference 
Revenues $6,558.59 $7,020.00 $(461.41) 
Expenses $5,003.36 $7,854.68 $2,851.32 
Net $1,555.23 $(834.68) $2,389.91 

 

Revenues continue to lag behind budget as a result of the 
lack of fundraising, degree conferrals, and breakfasts. We 
reduced expenses by over $800 by changing insurance 
companies. Expenses have also been reduced because the 
Grand Master cancelled his area visit and official visit to 
Mount Vernon Lodge. We will have some revenue and 
incur some expenses that have been deferred related to the 
conferral of degrees if the one-day conferrals happen in 
October. 
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