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FROM THE EAST  FROM THE SECRETARY 
Give Thanks 
       By Michael William Zarlenga, WM 
Thanksgiving Day is a national holiday in the United 
States, and Thanksgiving 2020 occurs on Thursday, 
November 26. In 1621, the Plymouth colonists and 
Wampanoag Native Americans shared an autumn 
harvest feast that is acknowledged today as one of the 
first Thanksgiving celebrations in the colonies. For more 
than two centuries, days of thanksgiving were celebrated 
by individual colonies and states. It was not until 1863, 
in the midst of the Civil War, that President Abraham 
Lincoln proclaimed a national Thanksgiving Day to be 
held each November. 
Recently, some have taken issue with how the 
Thanksgiving story is presented to the American public.  
In thinking about Thanksgiving, I think the people who 
have taken issue with Thanksgiving have missed the 
point. The Plymouth colonists suffered greatly. Between 
the elements and disease, half of the colonists perished. 
The surviving colonists built shelters and planted crops 
with the aid of the Native Americans. And they gave 
thanks. For a moment in history, there was harmony. 
We are suffering a similar fate as the colonist at 
Plymouth this 2020 with the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Everyone knows of someone that has had Covid. Some 
have lost family to the disease and know of someone that 
has lost someone to the disease. Our businesses have 
been bankrupted and our government has incurred huge 
amount of debt that may burden our children for their 
lifetimes. 
But with all the doom, do not forget to give thanks. I am 
thankful to have my wife and my dogs, a roof over my 
head, food on my plate, and friends to share it with. I am 
also thankful to have Brethren willing to stretch forth 
their hand to catch me if I fall. 

 Brethren, Grand Lodge is again permitting us to 
have meals at stated communications. This was 
temporarily halted due to the pandemic crisis. We do 
have strict rules to follow, including a requirement 
for reservations, social distancing with a minimum 
of 6 feet between all dining and that the meals are 
prepackaged, individual servings. 
For our November stated, you must make your 
reservation by email to me at mmva@yahoo.com no 
later than noon on November 19. Reservations 
cannot be honored after that time. 
You may choose one of the following entrees: 
1.       Greek salad w/ grilled chicken. 
2.       Fettuccini Alfredo w/ sliced Italian sausage, 
includes garden salad. 
3.       Lasagna, includes garden salad. 
The Stewards’ Box will be present to accept 
contributions.  It will cost the lodge more to provide 
a meal in this manner (we traditionally prepare our 
own meals reducing expenses by 40-60%), so 
donations will be most appreciated to defer the 
expense! We are excited to be able to again have this 
time for fellowship and to break bread albeit in a 
“safely distanced” manner. 
The brethren serving the prepackaged meals will all 
have a temperature check, wearing gloves and masks 
and will be following a protocol established by 
Grand Lodge. We are working hard to ensure the 
health of all of our brethren! 

FROM THE EAST (CONT.) 
 So, on this Thanksgiving, do not dwell on the 

problems we all face. Consider how fortunate you 
are and how you might help someone less fortunate. 

 

LODGE CONTACT INFORMATION 
Worshipful Master: Michael W. Zarlenga – wm@mtvernon219.org 

Secretary: Matthew T. Szramoski – secretary@mtvernon219.org or 703-347-9549 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 74 - Mount Vernon, VA 22122 



LODGE EDUCATION NOTE  MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 

Where did our Lodge Furnishings Come From? 
      By RW Grayson Koogle, PDDGM 
Back in July 1960, the question was not only where to 
get the required Lodge furnishings, but how to get the 
Lodge furnishings before the very first Stated 
Communications of Mount Vernon Lodge U.D. (Under 
Dispensation). 
There were obviously no Masonic furniture stores close 
by and no sufficient monies in the Lodge bank account 
at this point to buy all the required items, so the task of 
finding the required furnishings fell on the contributions 
and “shoulders” of the Lodge brethren. 
During a planning session on July 19, 1960, Brother 
Orford Tomlinson presented the Lodge with three 
gavels. Brother Tomlinson stated that they were made 
from wood obtained from the White House.  
Several officers’ meetings were held during the next few 
weeks and many of the items required for a Lodge to 
function were provided by the Brethren 
 
• The Lodge Pedestals were presented by 
Worshipful John Hunt 
• The Altar was presented by Brother Benjamin 
Fleitell 
• The Bible was presented by Brother Howard 
Wood 
• The three lesser lights were presented by Brother 
John King 
• Officer jewels were presented by Worshipful 
Edward Buckmaster 
• The working tools were presented by Brother 
William Watson 

 Br. Earl Delbert Magill Brother - 48 yrs  
Br. James Raymond Wallace - 48 yrs  

 WB Bob I. Feigenblatt - 31 yrs  
Br. William Vernon Hitchcock- 29 yrs  

Br. Roy Louis Learnard - 28 yrs  
Br. Ronald Louis Stokes - 20 yrs 

Total Masonic Years:  204 

 • The tilers sword was presented by Brother 
William Sullivan 
• Aprons were provided by Brothers Thomas 
Graves, James Witt and Benjamin Fleitell 
• The ballot box and pillars were purchased by 
the Lodge 
• And the officers’ aprons were purchased by 
each officer. 
 
The efforts of the Lodge brethren were successful 
and the first stated communication of Mount Vernon 
Lodge, U.D. was opened with all the required 
furnishings on August 26, 1960.  Election of officers 
was conducted that night with Right Worshipful 
Charles E. Wallace elected as the first Worshipful 
Master of the Lodge. 
All of these items are still either in the Lodge room 
or in the storage closet. There is no documentation 
or markings on the wooden gavels to indicate or 
document which three gavels are the original gavels 
presented to the Lodge. 

 

LODGE CALENDAR 
(MAKE SURE YOU CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR OUR CONSTANT CONTACT CALENDAR REMINDERS) 

November  December 
11/20  Yard Sale Prep – 7:00pm at MVL 
11/21 Lodge Flea Market and MVL Yard Sale– Please 

contact Br. Cleveland or Br. Rothrock to assist in set 
up or break down. 

11/23 Stated Communication  
 6:30pm – Fellowship and Dinner 
 7:30pm – Elections and Installation 

 12/21  Stated Communication 
 6:30pm – Fellowship and Dinner 
 7:30pm – Elections and Installation 
 
(Mount Vernon Lodge has applied to the Grand Master 
for Dispensation to move the State Communication to 
December 14th.  Watch your email for changes.) 

Post Conferral and Ritual School  Warden’s Certificate School 
Every Monday Unless Cancelled. Post conferral degree 
work from 6:30pm until 7:30pm. Ritual School will be held 
immediately following from 7:30pm until 8:30pm. All 
Master Masons are welcome. 

 Every Wednesday Unless Cancelled. For those 
studying for their Warden’s Certificate, RW King will 
resume the Warden’s Certificate School on November 
12th beginning at 7pm. 

Vol. 1. No. 11 Page 2 November 2020



MASONIC PRESIDENTS, PART III  Roosevelt's interest in the Fraternity was often 
expressed and his visits to Lodges were not only in 
this country, also abroad. 
November 5, 1902, he attended 
the Grand Lodge of 
Pennsylvania celebration of 
Washington's initiation in 
Philadelphia; in Washington, 
D.C., February 21, 1903, he 
honored the Masonic 
ceremonies of laying the 
cornerstone of the army War College with his 
presence; May 26, 1903, he broke ground for a 
Masonic Temple at Spokane, Washington; April 14, 
1906, he attended the Masonic cornerstone laying of 
the House of Representative's Building in 
Washington, D.C., where he delivered the address, 
presenting a bound copy of it to the Grand Master, 
inscribed: "To Walter A. Brown, Esq., Grand Master 
of Masons, from Brother Theodore Roosevelt," and 
June 8, 1907, he wore Masonic Regalia and delivered 
an address at the laying of the cornerstone of the New 
Masonic Temple, Washington, D.C. He died in 
Oyster Bay New York, January 6, 1919. 
WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT: William Howard 
Taft, 27th President (1909-
1913), was born in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, September 15,1857. 
Unique among Masonic 
Presidents, he was made a 
Mason "at sight," at Cincinnati, 
Ohio, February 18, 1909, in an 
Emergent Lodge called together 
for the purpose. At five O'clock 
in the afternoon Grand Mast Charles S Hoskinson 
personally administered the obligations and esoteric 
instructions. That evening Taft witnessed the Master's 
degree conferred by Kilwinning Lodge No.356, of 
Cincinnati, which elected him to membership April 
14, 1909. 
Crescent Lodge No.25, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, elected 
him an Honorary Member June 5, 1918. On April 22, 
1909, he visited Temple- Noyes Lodge No.32, at 
Washington, D.C., of which his close friend and aide, 
Major Archie Butt, was a member and for whom, 
after the Titanic disaster, Temple-Noyes Lodge held 
an elaborate Memorial Service which Brother Taft 
attended as one of the Chief Mourners. He visited the 
famous American Union Lodge No.1, at Marietta, 
Ohio, June 15, 1910; Alexandria Washington Lodge  

WILLIAM McKINLEY: William McKinley, 25th 
President (1897-1901), was born at 
Niles, Ohio, January 29, 1843. He 
was made a Mason in Hiram Lodge 
No.21, of Winchester, Virginia. 
Prior to being elected and initiated 
May 1st, passed May 2nd, and 
raised May 3rd, 1865; as a 
Lieutenant he was making a round 
in a hospital for Confederate 
wounded. Noticing that the 
regimental surgeon distributed gifts 
of tobacco and money to certain patients, he was told 
that these particular wounded Southerners were brother 
Masons. McKinley then expressed his desire to become 
a member of the Fraternity that promoted such 
sentiments between opposing armies. 
He demitted the same day he was raised, affiliating with 
Canton Lodge No.60, of Canton, Ohio, August 21, 1867, 
Only to become a Charter member on June 2, 1869, of 
Eagle Lodge No.431, of the same city, which afterwards 
changed its name to William McKinley Lodge No.431. 
He received the Royal Arch Degree in Canton Chapter 
No.84, December 28, 1883; was made a Knight Templar 
in Canton Commandery No.38, December 23, 1884; 
elected a Life Member of Washington Commandry 
No.1, D.C. December 23, 1896, and became an 
Honorary Member of the Illinois Masonic Veteran 
Association, October 26, 1898. 
His Masonic activities include reviewing a parade of 
Knights Templar from the White House, May 6, 1897; a 
visit to his Mother Lodge in Winchester, Virginia, May 
19, 1899; participation in the Masonic centennial 
observance of the death of George Washington, 
December 14, 1899; again reviewing a Knights Templar 
parade from the White House, October 11, 1900, and 
attending a reception of California Commandery No.1, 
in San Francisco, May 22, 1901. He dies in Buffalo, 
N.Y. September 14, 1901, following his assassination 
September 6,1901. 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT: Theodore Roosevelt, 
26th President (1901-1909), was born in New York City, 
October 27, 1858. He was initiated January 2nd, passed 
March 27th and raised April 24, 1901, in Matinecock 
Lodge No.806, Oyster Bay, New York. Pentalpha Lodge 
No. 23, D.C., made him an Honorary Member April 4, 
1904, as did the Illinois Masonic Veterans Association 
in 1903. 
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MASONIC ETIQUETTE FROM THE 
 GRAND LODGE OF VIRGINIA 

 MASONIC PRESIDENTS, PART III 
(CONT.) 

Masonic etiquette, protocol and decorum, by definition, 
is not something left to an individual to decide or to 
carry out according to his own taste. He conforms to it 
because it was formally adopted as a conventional 
requirement for acceptable behavior whether he sees a 
good reason for doing so or not. 
An act of Masonic etiquette is some movement, action, 
courteous gesture or speech performed at a given time 
and place, in a certain manner, and according to rules, 
fixed and imposed by the Fraternity itself. Since the 
rules are for the good of the Craft as a whole, it affects 
each member. 

 

No.22, on Washington's birthday, 1911; May 9th of 
the same year he posed for a picture in Washington's 
Masonic regalia at the White House; May 13th he 
visited St John's Lodge No.1, Newark, N.J., to help 
celebrate its 150th anniversary; on December 27, 
1914, he addressed the Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts, and on June 5, 1918, he spoke to 
Crescent Lodge No.25 of Cedar Rapids, Iowa. He 
dies March 8, 1930. 

 

 
 LODGE FINANCIAL CONDITION 

 There are lots of Brethren that cannot make it to the Lodge 
for our Stated Communication. As a result, MVL will 
publish summary financial information to the Brethren 
monthly. 

As of October 20, 2020 
Cash: 
Beginning Balance (Jan 2020)  $  4,244.34 
Revenue (YTD)  $ 14,32768 
Expenses (YTD)  $ (8,861.91) 
Reserved for Sub-Accounts $ (1,240.00) 
Ending Balance (at October 20, 2020)  $  8,470.11 
 
The following is year to date information as of October 31, 
2020 as compared to the Budget presented to the Lodge in 
2019 by the Senior Warden. 
 

 Actual Budget Difference 
Revenues $15,740.76 $12,555.00 $3,185.76 
Expenses $  8,994.27 $14,469.54 $5,475.27 
Net $  6,746.49 $(1,914.54) $8,661.03 

 

As previously reported, revenues are strong so far for the 
year although the mix of revenue is not as anticipated. 
Even with the five candidates for the One Day Conferral, 
we will end the year below budget for degree fees. In 
addition, revenues are way down for the stewards’ box.  
With meals expected to begin in November, we should see 
some stewards’ box revenue. However, our meals are free 
to the Brethren and the lack of ability to make a donation 
should not prevent a Brother from enjoying a meal and 
fellowship.  
Two places we have done better then budget are the Flea 
Market and donations from the Brethren. 
For November and December, expenses are expected to 
exceed budget primarily related to providing meals at the 
Stated Communications. We expect meals to cost as much 
as $15 per Brother. 
Mount Vernon Lodge, like the Grand Lodge of Virginia, 
is actually doing better than budgeted under the Covid-19 
reality primarily due to expenses that would normally be 
incurred for regular operations that were not. As we move 
into 2021, we should have some extra funds to accomplish 
some of the improvements to the Lodge we have wanted 
to do for a few years. 

 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH  

Inaugural Address – April 30, 1789 
     George Washington 
        President, General, and Illustrious Brother 
 
Among the vicissitudes incident to life no event could 
have filled me with greater anxieties than that of which 
the notification was transmitted by your order...The 
magnitude and difficulty of the trust to which the voice 
of my country called me, being sufficient to awaken in 
the wisest and most experienced of her citizens a 
distrustful scrutiny into his qualifications, could not but 
overwhelm with despondence one, who, inheriting 
inferior endowments from nature and unpracticed in the 
duties of civil administration, ought to be peculiarly 
conscious of his own deficiencies. 
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