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FROM THE EAST  FROM THE SECRETARY 

A New Beginning 

       By Michael William Zarlenga, WM 

Apologies for my tardiness in bringing the Brethren this 

month’s Trestleboard. The end of 2020, albeit a non-

event for some of you given what is going on in the 

world, was a busy time for me. But lack of planning for 

contingencies on my part is no excuse. 

So, beginning with this Trestleboard in January 2021, I 

want to welcome all of you to the New Year. Our theme 

this year is “Friend to Friend” as adopted from the theme 

chosen by our Senior Warden, Br. Charlie Cleveland. 

You can learn more about the meaning of this theme in 

our new column, From the West. 

There will be lots of things changing in 2021. We had an 

election in 2020 which will ring in a new President and 

Federal legislature. Multiple COVID vaccines were 

approved in 2020, which should allow for us to shed 

some of the restrictions in this new year. And, in 

working with our Senior Warden, I will be 

implementing many of the changes that Br. Cleveland 

outlined to many of you in Zoom video conferences and 

telephone calls. 

We are also beginning 2021 with a new Zoom Program 

in place of our January Stated Communication. I hope 

the Brethren will join me for a wonderful program 

entitled The Transition from Operative to Speculative 

Freemasonry, presented by WB Arturo de Hoyos. 

Brethren, 2020 was a learning year. We had to learn how 

to continue our Lodge and the work of the Fraternity 

under trying times. It is now time, in this new year, to 

take what we have learned and grow and expand. 

I look forward to working with Br. Cleveland, and the 

officer of the Lodge as we begin to focus on our goals 

for 2021.  Here is to a Healthy and Prosperous 2021!!! 

 As we begin a new year and continue to deal with 

the Covid pandemic, the Grand Lodge is working to 

ensure that our fraternity continues to be as active as 

possible while maintaining the health and safety of 

our members. A few updates: 

1. Residents, staff, and leadership at the Masonic 

Home of Virginia have received their first 

vaccination. They will receive the booster on 

January 21. This will help ensure the safety of this 

most vulnerable population. 

2. Our Grand Lodge physician believes most will 

be bale to be vaccinated by the end of July. Despite 

the vaccination, we may need to wear masks for an 

additional year after that date to develop “herd 

immunity.” 

3. The Grand Master will continue to evaluate 

policies on the number who can be present for 

communications, social distancing, etc. 

4. No degree work is permitted in lodge at the 

present. This too will be regularly evaluated and we 

look forward to returning to initiating, passing, and 

raising our members! 

5. Very likely, any visits by the Grand Master after 

July (vaccination period) will be held in outdoor 

settings to maintain distancing. 

6. We will begin to gradually move back to 

normalcy in 2021 but it will likely be some time in 

2022 before we are completely back to “normal.” 

Dues notices were sent to all brethren who are not 

Life Members in Perpetuity or Masonic Veterans in 

December. Please send in your dues as soon as 

possible to assist the lodge financially. If you are 

(cont. on page 4) 
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LODGE EDUCATION NOTE  FROM THE WEST 

What is a Lodge?  

As a member of Mount Vernon Lodge No. 219, we have 

all heard the term “lodge.” Heck, it is in our name. 

However, in Freemasonry, you will often observe the 

use of the term “lodge” having more than one meaning.   

For example, it is said that a lodge is a certain number 

of Free and Accepted Masons who assemble to work, 

with the Holy Bible, Square, and Compasses, and having 

authority to do so from a charter or warrant which 

usually comes from a Grand lodge. 

There are some that have analogized that a lodge is a 

symbol of the world and the ritual of Freemasonry the 

drama of the life of man. It is often said that the 

initiation, passing, and raising of a Freemason tracks the 

3 stages of man; birth and childhood, adulthood, and old 

age. 

The term lodge is also used, maybe inappropriately at 

times, to refer to a place, building, or structure. The 

passing of a Freemason is often referred to as a brother 

being called to the celestial lodge. Mount Vernon Lodge 

No. 219 meets in the Mount Vernon Masonic Temple. 

But finally, we most often hear the term lodge refer to a 

properly arranged and furnished room where the lodge 

meets. You ask yourself: in other words, the lodge meets 

in the lodge? Well, yes. 

(cont. on page 4) 

 All things come to those who wait. 

       By Br Charles Cleveland, SW 

This year sees us carrying over the restrictions 

necessary to ensure the safety of our members, while 

allowing for at least minimum Lodge business to 

continue.  The WM intends to hold elections next 

month assuming some relaxing of the rules may 

allow for it. Regardless, he has adopted the program 

many of you had a chance to review. This year’s 

theme of “Friend to Friend” is one that as Senior 

Warden I find particularly important.  

We owe each other as Master Masons a great deal as 

reinforced throughout our ritual.  t is my job to keep 

track of and stay in contact with distressed brother 

Master Masons, their widows, and orphans. Luckily, 

our Lodge Secretary is good at reaching out and 

between the two of us, I think they know that we are 

thinking of them and here to help. 

“Friend to Friend” also speaks to the transcendence 

of Masonry over even the basest of human activities, 

that being War. We will hear stories this year about 

Masonry and Masons in times of conflict.  The intent 

this year is to come away with a better appreciation 

of the universality of our Craft and the unique, 

powerful, and eternal bond we have for each other in 

our daily lives, on the battlefield, and even after we 

are called to the Celestial Lodge. 

LODGE CALENDAR 
(MAKE SURE YOU CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR OUR CONSTANT CONTACT CALENDAR UPDATES) 

January 2021  February 2021 
01/25  Stated Communication - CANCELLED 

01/25  Zoom Program – The Transition from Operative to 

Speculative Freemasonry 

Presented by WB Arturo de Hoyos, 33°, Grand Cross, 

K.Y.C.H., Grand Archivist & Grand Historian, 

Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, SJ, USA 

 02/22  Stated Communication 

 6:30pm – Fellowship and Dinner (Reservations 

are required for dinner.) 

 7:30pm – Stated Communication. 

The elections and installation of officers is currently 

planned. However, under current COVID-19 

restrictions, attendance is limited. 

Catechism School Lodge Ritual School 

Warden’s Certificate 
Workshop 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Catechism School will be held from 

6:30pm until 7:30pm. Under the current 

COVID-19 restrictions, attendance is 

limited to 9 Mount Vernon Lodge 

members on a first come, first served 

basis. Learn the questions to examine a 

candidate or give the return, or both. This 

is the first step to becoming a mentor to 

a new Mason. 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Lodge Ritual School will be held from 

7:30pm until 9pm. Under the current 

COVID-19 restrictions, only Lodge 

officers should attend.  Lodge Officers 

include the WM, SW, JW, SD, JD, Tiler, 

Marshall, and Chaplain.  If you are one 

of these officers and will not make it to 

the Lodge Ritual School, notify RW 

Mike King at least 3 days in advance so 

that we may invite other Brethren. 

Every Wednesday Unless Cancelled. 

The Warden’s Certificate Workshop is 

intended to supplement the preparation 

Lodge officers are doing with their 

mentors and will be held from 7pm to 

8:30pm. Attendance is limited to 9 

people on a first come, first served 

basis.  Contact RW King in advance to 

reserve a spot each week. 

Vol. 2. No. 1 Page 2 January 2021



FREEMASONRY DURING WARTIME  in history where one Mason has come to the aid of 

another or another's family and has inspired the 

Masonic “Friend to Friend” Monument at 

Gettysburg. 

MASONIC BURIAL BY THE ENEMY. On June 

11, 1863, the Federal gunboat Albatross, with Lt. 

Commander J.E. Hart of St. George's Lodge #6 in 

New York in command, was anchored on the 

Mississippi River opposite the town of Bayou Sara 

(some accounts say St. Francisville) which was 15 

miles above the Rebel fortification Port Hudson. The 

gunboat was part of the ships laying siege to Port 

Hudson, Louisiana. Commander Hart had been in a 

delirium for many days and was confined to quarters. 

A shot rang out and the ship's executive officer 

Theodore E. Dubois and the doctor found the 

commander dead. The officers of the ship, not 

wanting to bury their commander in the river, sent a 

flag of truce ashore to discover if there was a local 

Masonic Lodge.  

William W. Leake, the acting Master of the lodge in 

Bayou Sara was approached by Captain Samuel 

White, who lived near the river, to hold a Masonic 

funeral for Commander Hart. Brother Leake replied, 

“As a soldier of the Confederate Army, I think it is 

my duty. As a Mason, I know it is my duty.” On June 

13th, a few members of the local lodge in Masonic 

regalia gathered and met the procession of 50 men 

from the Albatross under a flag of truce at the top of 

a hill. Brothers Benjamin F. and Samuel F. White of 

Bayou Sara, the surgeon and the two officers of the 

gunboat who were Masons were in the procession 

along with a squad of marines at “trail arms.” Leake 

and the local Brothers marched in front of the corpse 

to Grace Episcopal Church Cemetery and buried 

Brother Hart in the Masonic Section with military and 

Masonic honors with the service of the Episcopal 

Church read over him. Brother Leake led the Masonic 

part of the services. The US Surgeon and officers 

asked the Brothers to join them on the Albatross for 

dinner but they declined. The surgeon then offered to 

supply Brother Leake with medicines for his family. 

Brother Leake declined but later the surgeon sent a 

few medicines to Leake through Brother Samuel 

White. 

Hart's grave was marked with a wooden head plate 

for many years, and eventually a permanent marker 

covering the whole grave was dedicated. The marker 

states: “This monument is dedicated in loving tribute 

to the universality of Freemasonry.” 

Befriend and Relieve Every Brother, Freemasonry 

During Wartime by Richard Eugene Shields, Jr.is a 

collection of stories 1st published in 1994. You may have 

heard of it as it has been reviewed by both The Northern 

Light and The Scottish Rite Journal. The October 1995 

Short Talk Bulletin contained excerpts from the book, 

some of which are reproduced here. 

FRIEND TO FRIEND. General Lew Armistead 

vaulted the stone wall, yelled “give them cold steel” and 

headed for the cannons that had until recently been firing 

on his men. As he laid his hand on one of the guns of the 

4th US Artillery, the 69th Pennsylvania Infantry fired 

upon the gray coated General and the men who had 

followed him. Many went down including Armistead. 

He was heard to cry for help “as the son of a widow.” 

Colonel Rawley W. Martin of the 53rd Virginia lay 

nearby and witnessed as some of the men of the 69th Pa. 

rose up and came to Armistead's aid. Captain Henry H. 

Bingham, a physician and Mason, was brought to assist 

Armistead. Armistead inquired about his friend and 

Masonic Brother General Winfield Hancock. Learning 

that Hancock had also been wounded, he entrusted to 

Bingham his Masonic watch and personal papers to give 

to his friend and Brother General Hancock. Hancock and 

Armistead had attended West Point and had fought in 

the same regiment in Mexico, and were the closest of 

friends prior to the war. Two days later Armistead died 

of his wounds in a Union hospital on the Spangler farm. 

Bingham survived the war and in fact won a 

Congressional Medal of Honor in 1867. He retired in 

1867 and went on to become a member of the United 

States Congress where he served for 33 years. He died 

in 1912 at the age of 70. 

General Hancock survived his wounds though it was a 

long time until he returned to the army. He later 

commanded the Department of the East of the United 

States Army and died in 1886 still in command. In 1880, 

he lost an 

attempt for the 

United States 

Presidency to 

James 

Garfield. 

This incident 

of the famous 

charge at 

Gettysburg 

known as Pickett's Charge is only one of many incidents 
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MASONIC ETIQUETTE FROM THE 
 GRAND LODGE OF VIRGINIA 

 MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 

Br. Edward John Fisher - 49 years 

RW Michael Jean King - 48 years  

Br. Dallas Ethelbert Valley, Jr. - 42 years  

WB Daniel William Hinkle - 23 years 

Br. Patrick Eugene Stoner - 12 years  

Br. Adam Ray Price - 10 years 

Total Masonic Years:  184 

Masons ought to be moral men. They should be good 

sons, good husbands, good fathers, and good neighbors, 

who avoid activities injurious to themselves, their 

families, neighbors, or the Lodge. Moreover, they are 

to deal fairly and treat everyone with respect  

When in the company of non-Masons, you must be 

cautious in your words, carriage, and motions; so that 

even the most penetrating stranger shall not be able to 

discover what is not proper. Avoid impertinent, 

ensnaring questions of those who seek to pry into our 

secrets and mysteries. Prudently steer the discussion to 

another subject, as your discretion and duty shall direct. 

 

 

 LODGE FINANCIAL CONDITION 

LODGE EDUCATION NOTE (CONT.)  There are lots of Brethren that cannot make it to the 

Lodge for our Stated Communication. As a result, 

MVL will publish summary financial information to 

the Brethren monthly. 

As of December 20, 2020 

Cash: 

Beginning Balance (Jan 2020)  $   4,244.34 

Revenue (YTD)  $ 17,014.85 

Expenses (YTD)  $(13,282.11) 

Reserved for Sub-Accounts $  (1,590.00) 

Ending Balance (at December 20, 2020)  $   6,387.08 

 

The following is information for the year ended 

December 31, 2020 as compared to the Budget 

presented to the Lodge in 2019 by the Senior Warden. 
 

 Actual Budget Difference 

Revenues $16,824.50 $12,555.00 $4,269.50 

Expenses $13,668.21 $14,469.54 $   801.33 

Net $  3,156.29 $(1,914.54) $5,070.83 

 

Interestingly enough, revenues came in almost 

exactly on budget if you subtract out the donations we 

received that were not directly intended to offset an 

expense and take into account the lack of steward’s 

box revenue and degree income. Expenses also 

closely mirrored the budget with a slightly different 

mix of expenses due to COVID related issues. Had it 

not been for the generous donations of the Brethren, 

expenses would have exceeded revenues by a 

significant amount.  For 2021, this gap will hopefully 

be partially closed by the increase in dues, which was 

approved by the Brethren in January 2020 and goes 

into effect in 2021. 

 

In future issues of the Trestleboard, the Lodge 

Education Note will explore more about the “lodge” 

including: where lodges were anciently held; their 

form, support, covering, furniture, ornaments, lights, 

and jewels; how situated, and to whom dedicated, as 

well in former times as at present. 

 

FROM THE SECRETARY (CONT.) 

having difficulty financially during the pandemic, 

please let me know and I will confidentially discuss it 

with the Worshipful Master. 

I hope you each have a healthy and productive New 

Year! 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH  

“We have men of science, too few men of God. We 

have grasped the mystery of the atom and rejected the 

Sermon on the Mount. The world has achieved 

brilliance without conscience. Ours is a world of 

nuclear giants and ethical infants. We know more about 

war than we know about peace, more about killing than 

we know about living. If we continue to develop our 

technology without wisdom or prudence, our servant 

may prove to be our executioner.” 

 

From the Armistice Day speech (11 November 1948) 

of General Omar Bradley. Omar Bradley (February 12, 

1893 – April 8, 1981) was one of the main U.S. Army 

field commanders in North Africa and Europe during 

World War II and a General of the United States Army. 

He was the last surviving five-star officer of the United 

States and served as the first Chairman of the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff. Graduated West Point class of 1915 

numbered 164. Raised a Mason in 1923 in West Point 

Lodge No. 877, Highland Falls, New York. 
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