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FROM THE EAST  FROM THE SECRETARY 

Come He** or High Water – Free up your Mondays 

       By Michael William Zarlenga, WM 

It looks like the Grand Lodge of Virginia is going to 

allow Lodges that were closed before they could hold 

elections and installations to actually move forward in 

March. I believe this is an important step because 

Mount Vernon Lodge and Masonry in general seems to 

be in limbo. We need to progress. We need to grow. 

Most of us have been in our positions in the lodge for 

well over a year. We may even believe that we can 

recite our ritual for that position in our sleep. But what 

about the other positions in the Lodge. If the 

Worshipful Master were to order you to step into the 

position of Senior Warden or Junior Deacon, how many 

of you could do it? If the Grand Lodge said that we 

could start initiating new masons, would we have a 

complete cast? If you were asked to teach a new mason 

the catechism return, could you do it? 

But more importantly, we all joined Mount Vernon 

Lodge because we were all in search of light in 

masonry. That light is brought to us through the 

allegory and symbolism of our ritual. Every ritual 

school I have attended and every catechism school I 

have observed has provided me more light in masonry. 

Mount Vernon Lodge has catechism school and ritual 

school on Monday nights beginning with catechism 

school at 6:30pm and ritual school at 7:30pm. While 

new masons and those studying for their catechism 

return are given priority in the catechism school, we 

rarely have more than 5 people total. If all the officers 

attended the ritual school as they are supposed to, we 

would reach our 10 person limit. However, this has 

never happened. Please reach out to RW Mike King if 

you are not an officer but would like to attend ritual 

school. Officers are expected to attend. 

 Dues Notices. All dues notices were sent out in 

December. If you have not yet received it by mail, 

please contact me. Please remit your 2021 dues as soon 

as possible. Your dues fund our lodge budget and pay 

for all of our expenses. 

We have several brethren who are in arrears for 2020. 

If you are having financial difficulty and are unable to 

pay your 2020 or 2021 dues, please contact me and I 

will talk to the Worshipful Master privately to see if 

we can assist with your dues. 

I am trying to get the current address for Brothers Zach 

Brantley, Dennis A. Miller, and Brandon Cooper.  All 

were returned with no forwarding address.  If anyone 

has this information, please pass it on to me. 

Elections. Our Grand Lodge is working on plans for a 

process to elect and install officers in March if the 

current COVID restrictions are not lifted. Further 

information will be coming out in the near future. 

Life Membership In Perpetuity. MVL has the fifth 

largest numbers of Life Members in Perpetuity of any 

lodge in Virginia.  Currently we have 58 living LMIPs 

and 46 Deceased LMIPs 

The lodge continues to receive funds in perpetuity for 

the deceased members, so we are receiving dues 

monies from 46 brethren who are no longer with us, a 

powerful legacy! Life membership is 25 x annual dues, 

(25 x $150=$3,750). This is a significant investment 

and can be paid in a lump payment or in installments 

in amounts you choose.  Once you reach the total, your 

LMIP is purchased. You must continue to pay dues 

until your LMIP is paid in full. This is a great way to 

make a legacy gift to support the lodge in perpetuity.  

Please contact me if you are interested in the program. 

Stay healthy! 

 

 

LODGE CONTACT INFORMATION 

Worshipful Master: Michael W. Zarlenga – wm@mtvernon219.org 

Secretary: Matthew T. Szramoski – secretary@mtvernon219.org or 703-347-9549 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 74 - Mount Vernon, VA 22122 

mailto:wm@mtvernon219.org


LODGE EDUCATION NOTE  FROM THE WEST 

Its Form 
This month, we will continue our discussion of the lodge 

started in the January Trestleboard by looking at its form. All 

freemasons are familiar with the rectangular shape of the 

modern lodge room. In earlier times, a rectangle was called 

an oblong square. In lodges of operative masons, the 

symbolic lodge was an oblong square in the proportions of 

3:1 and was referred to as a temple square. This was an 

allusion to King Solomon’s Temple at Jerusalem. The 

proportions of 3:1 were also those most frequently used in 

cathedral building. 

For a variety of reasons, modern speculative freemasonry has 

not retained these proportions. The symbolic lodge or blue 

lodge is described as an oblong square in the proportions of 

2:1, often referred to as a double square. This ratio may have 

been adopted because the double cube had been chosen as the 

symbolic form of speculative lodges.  

In the earliest days of freemasonry, lodges often occupied 

premises on a temporary basis, when it was the custom to 

indicate the symbolic shape of the lodge by marking it out 

with lines on the floor. Chalk, charcoal, and clay were the 

materials most commonly used for this purpose, the markings 

being erased at the conclusion of the meeting. These floor 

drawings and special effects later gave way to the use of 

removable floor cloths, which ultimately were replaced by the 

mosaic pavement you often see in modern lodges. The double 

square is usually represented by a mosaic pavement of black 

and white square tiles laid out in the center of the floor, with 

the length along the east west axis being twice the length 

along the north south axis. 

 Sunrise and Sunset. 

       By Br Charles Cleveland, SW 
The view from the West is one of sunrises in the East and 

the splendor of the midday sun in the South. Sunrise 

represents the optimism of a fresh start, while sunsets are 

much less certain. It may bring either the satisfaction of a 

job well done under that midday sun or the 

disappointment of failure or worse, wasted time. 

From the West, Masons see the reality of our temporary 

existence and of the toil and turmoil that our short time in 

the midday sun entails. We are reminded of our 

obligation to “befriend and relieve every Brother who 

shall need your assistance”. It can be at midday during 

the troubles or at the sunset of life that the outstretched 

hand of a Brother can be most impactful. The impact is 

not only on those struggling or at the end of life’s journey 

but to the rest of the Brotherhood who know that all will 

pass this way. 

But a Brother’s life cut short in defending his fellow 

citizens whether as a Soldier or law enforcement officer 

is a rude reminder that unlike the sun and its predictable 

setting only the Grand Architect knows the number of our 

days. These sudden sunsets can test us but across the ages 

there are example after example of the strength of our 

masonic precepts as exemplified by Masons regardless of 

creed, nationality, religion, or race who reached out to 

comfort Brothers mortally wounded, fulfilling even on 

the battlefield the Worshipful Master’s Closing Charge.  

Let’s us always strive to do better in taking care of one 

another. 

LODGE CALENDAR 
(MAKE SURE YOU CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR OUR CONSTANT CONTACT CALENDAR UPDATES) 

February 2021  March 2021 
02/22  Stated Communication 

 6:30pm – Fellowship and Dinner (Sponsored by WB 

John Tillery) 

 7:30pm – Stated Communication. 

 03/22  Stated Communication 

 6:30pm – Fellowship and Dinner (Reservations 

are required for dinner.) 

 7:30pm – Stated Communication. 

The elections and installation of officers is currently 

planned. However, under current COVID-19 

restrictions, attendance is limited 

Catechism School Lodge Ritual School 

Warden’s Certificate 
Workshop 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Catechism School will be held from 

6:30pm until 7:30pm. Under the current 

COVID-19 restrictions, attendance is 

limited to 9 Mount Vernon Lodge 

members on a first come, first served 
basis. Learn the questions to examine a 

candidate or give the return, or both. This 

is the first step to becoming a mentor to 

a new Mason. 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Lodge Ritual School will be held from 

7:30pm until 9pm. Under the current 

COVID-19 restrictions, only Lodge 

officers should attend.  Lodge Officers 

include the WM, SW, JW, SD, JD, Tiler, 

Marshall, and Chaplain.  If you are one 

of these officers and will not make it to 

the Lodge Ritual School, notify RW 

Mike King at least 3 days in advance so 

that we may invite other Brethren. 

Every Wednesday Unless Cancelled. 

The Warden’s Certificate Workshop is 

intended to supplement the preparation 

Lodge officers are doing with their 

mentors and will be held from 7pm to 

8:30pm. Attendance is limited to 9 
people on a first come, first served 

basis.  Contact RW King in advance to 

reserve a spot each week. 
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FREEMASONRY DURING WARTIME  met with the general, he was surrounded by his staff 

and orderlies. After showing their credentials, the 

Brothers stated their purpose was to ask for 

permission to reopen the Masonic Lodge. General 

Sheridan, in view of his known political and religious 

affiliations, turned them down. At that point, Dr. C.H. 

Allen, a surgeon on Sheridan's staff and a member of 

Aurora Lodge #22 Montpelier, Vermont, supported 

the Brothers with the argument that it would be a wise 

idea to reopen the Lodge since it would give the 

Northern officers and soldiers something to do while 

they were encamped around Winchester. This would 

allow the army to mingle with the townsfolk in a 

fraternal way and promote goodwill. Dr. Allen stated 

that he was a Mason and he would personally attend 

every meeting to see that nothing malicious towards 

the United States Government occurred at the 

meetings. Reluctantly, Sheridan gave his permission. 

The lodge resumed meeting on November 28, 1864. 

From that point to June 24, 1865, 231 men were 

raised in the lodge. Almost all of them were from the 

North. 

At the time the Major's petition was acted on, a 

Confederate Chaplain, J.B.T. Reed was Master, and 

he conferred the First Degree upon the candidate on 

the evening of May 1, 1865. The next forenoon he 

was instructed by the brethren on that degree and that 

evening he received the Second Degree. On the 

morning of May 3rd, he was instructed on that degree 

and raised a Master Mason at 3 o'clock that afternoon. 

Shortly thereafter the war ended, and the Ohio troops 

were sent home. The Major took a demit from Hiram 

Lodge and upon reaching home deposited it in Canton 

Lodge #60, Canton, Ohio. 

For the rest of his life 

William McKinley took an 

interest in Masonic 

activities and did not lose 

his interest even when he 

became Governor and 

later, President. His last 

Masonic act was to place a 

sprig of acacia on the 

casket of Brother George 

Washington upon the 

occasion of the 100th 

anniversary of the death of 

the “Father of the 

Country.” 

Befriend and Relieve Every Brother, Freemasonry 

During Wartime by Richard Eugene Shields, Jr.is a 

collection of stories 1st published in 1994. You may have 

heard of it as it has been reviewed by both The Northern 

Light and The Scottish Rite Journal. The October 1995 

Short Talk Bulletin contained excerpts from the book, 

some of which are reproduced here. 

HIS PLEASURE TO GIVE THEM RELIEF. Toward 

the end of the Civil War a number of Confederate 

prisoners of war were being held in the vicinity of 

Winchester, Virginia, where they were guarded by a 

regiment of Ohio troops. One afternoon a young major 

accompanied the regimental surgeon on his hospital 

rounds among the prisoners. 

The young officer noticed that although the surgeon 

stopped at each bed, at some he gave tobacco, sometimes 

some money which he peeled from a large roll in his 

pocket and to others, advice that had nothing to do with 

the patient's medical condition. The major's curiosity 

was raised as to why this surgeon would give aid over 

and above what was expected to the dirty, ragged 

prisoners. The surgeon replied that he was a Mason and 

that since the wounded prisoners were Masons, “it was 

not only his duty but also his pleasure to relieve their 

wants to the limit of his ability, regardless of their rank 

or condition.” 

The major, touched by these actions, expressed a wish 

to become a Mason. At that period of time, many lodges 

ignored jurisdictional lines or length of residence. Later 

these actions would cause many headaches for the 

various Grand Lodges but at this point were just part of 

the war. Thus, Hiram Lodge #21 of Winchester elected 

him to receive the degrees which he proceeded to do. 

The lodge had had a fluctuating membership for the past 

4 years since the town was constantly changing hands as 

the armies moved up and down the Shenandoah Valley. 

At times, the Federals had a majority in the lodge and at 

other times the Confederates did. After the final defeat 

of the Confederate Army at Cedar Creek in October, 

1864, things finally settled down, and the lodge looked 

again to hold meetings while under Northern 

occupation. In order to do so, Brothers Brent and Legge 

received a letter of introduction to General Phil Sheridan 

from the Honorable Montgomery Blair of Baltimore 

Postmaster General in President Abraham Lincoln's 

cabinet. With this letter of introduction, they were able 

to get an audience with General Sheridan. When they 
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MASONIC ETIQUETTE FROM THE 
 GRAND LODGE OF VIRGINIA 

 MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 

Br. John Joseph Leeper - 63 years 

Br. Arthur Clinton Harrold - 60 years 

Br. William Dale Judy - 47 years 

Br. Charles Edward Shepard - 22 years 

Br. Mark Morse Neil - 10 years 

WB John Stewart Dahik - 10 years 

Total Masonic Years:  212 

Freemasons, since time immemorial, were taught to be 

lawful and concerned citizens of the place where they 

lived or worked. Today, we are admonished to be well 

informed, obedient to the civil powers, and mindful of 

the welfare of our country and our community. 

Freemasons are lovers of peaceful dignity. But, a 

Mason is never to shut his ear to just complaints. When 

a Brother, or any member of the human family, is 

oppressed or suffers, he is called to take appropriate 

action, according to his capacity.  

 

 LODGE FINANCIAL CONDITION 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH  There are lots of Brethren that cannot make it to the 

Lodge for our Stated Communication. As a result, 

MVL will publish summary financial information to 

the Brethren monthly. 

As of January 20, 2021 

Cash: 

Beginning Balance (Dec 20, 2020)  $ 11,230.74 

Revenue (YTD)  $      350.00 

Expenses (YTD)  $. (3,603.66) 

Reserved for Sub-Accounts $  (1,590.00) 

Ending Balance (at Jan 20, 2021)  $   6,387.08 

 

 

 

“In 1948, I returned to France at the invitation of 

French Government. It was still a war-ravaged country 

... but this time there was something different. It wasn't 

the absence of fighting, nor the silence of the big guns, 

nor the disappearance of uniforms and chow lines ... I 

didn't know what it was until one morning when I was 

taken to the grounds of a small French school. The 

children had been assembled in the play yard. They 

were grouped close together and arranged in wobbly 

little rows, their dark heads bobbing around like flower 

buds on long stems. One of the teachers rapped for 

silence. The kids quieted immediately and turned their 

eyes towards her. Their Faces were scrubbed and 

bright in the sunshine. The teacher raised her arms, and 

for a moment, there was no sound ... Then the teacher 

brought her arms down and the kids began to sing ... I 

Knew why I felt at home. The spirit of freedom was 

hovering over that play yard as it did all over France at 

that time. A country was free again. A people had 

recovered their independence and their children were 

grateful. They were singing in French, but the melody 

was freedom and any American could understand that. 

America, at that moment, never meant more to me ... 

The true meaning of America, you ask? It's in a Texas 

rodeo, in a policeman's badge, in the sound of laughing 

children, in a political rally, in a newspaper... In all 

these things, and many more, you'll find America. In 

all these things, you'll find freedom. And freedom is 

what America means to the world. And to me.” 

 

Audie Murphy, initiated, February 14, 1955; passed 

to April 4, 1955; raised, June 27, 1955.  The most 

decorated U.S. soldier of WWII. 

 

 

 

Vol. 2. No. 2 Page 4 February 2021 


