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FROM THE EAST  FROM THE SECRETARY 

Advice for Future Worshipful Masters 

       By Michael William Zarlenga, WM 

If you read the Lodge Education Note this month (as I 

am sure all of you receiving the Trestleboard will), 

there is a discussion about the Supports of the Lodge or 

three great pillars of Masonry denominating Wisdom, 

Strength, and Beauty. We learn that these three pillars 

are represented by the three principal officers of the 

Lodge, the Worshipful Master, Senior and Junior 

Wardens. While I still have the com, I wanted to impart 

some wisdom for future generations. 

As Masons, we are taught that there should be Wisdom 

to contrive, Strength to support, and Beauty to adorn 

every great and important undertaking. But Wisdom, 

Strength, and Beauty also do not stand alone. There is 

wisdom in beauty as there is strength in wisdom. 

We do not become wise upon ascending to the East. 

Progressing through the chairs and the journey to the 

East may impart Wisdom, but do not believe that when 

you are sitting in the East, you become entirely wise. 

As the Worshipful Master, there will be times that you 

will be upset with yourself for not seeing that which 

was right before your eyes. The wisest thing any man 

can learn in the East is that the Worshipful Master 

cannot do it all himself. He needs a supporting cast that 

includes not only the officers in the Lodge but also the 

many Past Master. In other words, it takes real strength 

to ask for help and more strength to accept the 

assistance. Given the best intentions, any man can make 

mistakes. Yet, with the strength of his brothers and the 

beauty of brotherly love, we can overcome our personal 

flaws and serve our Lodge with the dignity that is 

afforded us through Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty.  It 

has been an honor to serve Mount Vernon Lodge. 

 Many Brethren are struggling through the pandemic 

financially due to job losses, decline in business, etc. 

One of the long-time members of Mount Vernon 

Lodge is one of those Brothers and he is in need of 

your assistance due to the pandemic. 

We are trying to purchase a Life Membership in 

Perpetuity (LMIP) for this good brother to help in 

a small way. We need to raise $3,750 to purchase his 

LMIP.  I have already received a contribution of $100 

from one of the Brethren in our lodge.  If you would 

like to make a donation, large or small (no amount is 

too little or too much), please send your check made 

payable to Mount Vernon Lodge to P.O. Box 74, 

Mount Vernon, VA 22122. 

Please indicate on the check that the donation is for the 

“LMIP fund”. In our obligations, we promise to assist 

one another in times of distress and I cannot think of a 

better way for us to help a member than ensuring he 

retains his membership. Donations will be accepted 

throughout the year.  Our goal is to purchase it before 

the end of 2021. 

If any member is in distress during these trying times, 

please contact the Worshipful Master or me. The 

Lodge is here for you in your time of need - whether it 

is for a prayer, special needs, or just a voice to talk to. 

 

 

 

LODGE CONTACT INFORMATION 

Worshipful Master: Michael W. Zarlenga – wm@mtvernon219.org 

Secretary: Matthew T. Szramoski – secretary@mtvernon219.org or 703-347-9549 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 74 - Mount Vernon, VA 22122 

mailto:wm@mtvernon219.org


LODGE EDUCATION NOTE   

Its Supports 

This month, we will continue our discussion of the lodge 

started in the January Trestleboard by looking at its 

supports. Ask most Masons “What are the symbolical 

Supports of your Lodge?” and they will most likely give 

you the answer, “The Three Pillars; Wisdom, Strength, 

and Beauty.” However, that is most likely the extent of 

most Mason’s knowledge on the subject. 

Wisdom: Some suggest that Wisdom means the constant 

striving towards the understanding of the views of 

others. Wisdom implies bringing change towards what 

is noble and true, not just in religion, politics, or morals 

but also in one’s social life. 

Freemasonry is a means of transcending social, political 

and religious divisions. Freemasonry is not a religion, or 

a substitute for it, and in this the founders of 

Freemasonry showed Wisdom. The only religious 

request for membership is a belief in a Supreme Being. 

All religious discussions are prohibited in the Lodge, the 

Lodge is open to all men of goodwill independently of 

their religion. Masons are tolerant towards religion, 

accepting among Protestant and Catholic Christians, 

Arab, Jews, Hindus, and Moslems. 

Strength and Beauty: When a Mason enters the porch of 

King Solomon’s Temple, between the pillars of Strength 

and Wisdom and of force and form, Jachin and Boaz 

represent the equilibrium between two opposite forces. 

 As Masons, we are taught to balance the opposing 

forces by aligning our thoughts, feelings, and actions 

with the grand plan. We are taught due restraint upon 

are affections and passions, noble and steady 

purpose of mind, to regulate our lives agreeably to 

the dictates of reason, and to render to every man his 

just due without restraint. 

Just as Strength and Beauty are often thought of as 

opposing forces, Strength cannot exist in a form that 

does not also reflect Beauty and vice versa. The first 

architects surveyed nature and realized that there 

was Strength in her beautiful proportions. Balance 

between force and form, coupled with awareness, 

produces joy and fulfilment, the spiritual experience 

of Beauty. The Beauty of perfect proportion of its 

several parts leads to Strength. 

As Masons, we are told that King Solomon’s Temple 

was constructed by Artist. In art, Beauty is 

subjective, but conditional on each individual’s 

subconscious understanding of the laws of harmony 

and proportion. As Masons, we need to strive for 

balance in our lives to experience true happiness. 

Finally, the Supports of the Lodge are, considered as 

a group, sometimes referred to as the symbol of Him 

Whose Wisdom contrived the World, Whose 

Strength supports the World, Whose Beauty adorns 

the World–the Supreme Architect of the Universe. 

LODGE CALENDAR 
(MAKE SURE YOU CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR OUR CONSTANT CONTACT CALENDAR UPDATES) 

March 2021  April 2021 
03/22  Stated Communication 

 6:30pm – Fellowship and Dinner (Reservations are 

required for dinner.) 

 7:30pm – Stated Communication. 

The elections and installation of officers is currently planned. 

However, under current COVID-19 restrictions, attendance is 

limited. 

 04/26  Stated Communication 

 6:30pm – Fellowship and Dinner (Reservations 

are required for dinner.) 

 7:30pm – Stated Communication. 

 

Catechism School Lodge Ritual School 

Warden’s Certificate 
Workshop 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Catechism School will be held from 

6:30pm until 7:30pm. Under the current 

COVID-19 restrictions, attendance is 

limited to 9 Mount Vernon Lodge 

members on a first come, first served 

basis. Learn the questions to examine a 

candidate or give the return, or both. This 

is the first step to becoming a mentor to 

a new Mason. 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Lodge Ritual School will be held from 

7:30pm until 9pm. Under the current 

COVID-19 restrictions, only Lodge 

officers should attend.  Lodge Officers 

include the WM, SW, JW, SD, JD, Tiler, 

Marshall, and Chaplain.  If you are one 

of these officers and will not make it to 

the Lodge Ritual School, notify RW 

Mike King at least 3 days in advance so 

that we may invite other Brethren. 

Every Wednesday Unless Cancelled. 

The Warden’s Certificate Workshop is 

intended to supplement the preparation 

Lodge officers are doing with their 

mentors and will be held from 7pm to 

8:30pm. Attendance is limited to 9 

people on a first come, first served 

basis.  Contact RW King in advance to 

reserve a spot each week. 
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FREEMASONRY DURING WARTIME  CHARTERS RETURNED. During the siege of 

Petersburg in the spring of 1865, several Confederate 

organizations were forced back, and their baggage 

was destroyed or scattered. On Sunday, April 2nd, 

following one battle, Drummer F. Gaul of Company 

“C” 4th New Jersey Volunteers while looking for 

anything of value on the battlefield, found an official 

looking paper. He took it to his company commander, 

Lieutenant Jacob L Hutt, a craftsman, who 

recognized it as a Lodge Charter. It was a warrant 

signed by Grand Master D. E. Butler of the Grand 

Lodge of Georgia which authorized Colonel R.W. 

Folsom and certain officers and enlisted men of the 

14th Georgia to meet and work as Stonewall Jackson 

Military Lodge No. 13. 

Lt. Hutt told the drummer that he would take care of 

the charter. Being unable to return it to the Georgians 

at that time, Hutt endorsed the back as to the 

circumstances under which he had obtained it and 

directed that it should be returned to the lodge when 

the war was over. He then sent it to Arcana Lodge No. 

60, F. & A.M. Boonton, New Jersey. 

On May 19, 1977, Robert Green, Master of Arcana 

Lodge complied to Hutt’s wishes and returned the 

charter to Grand Secretary Blackshear of the Grand 

Lodge of Georgia. The Georgia brethren were highly 

gratified with this gesture of good will and at their 

annual communication on October 3, 1877, extended 

a vote of thanks and resolved: “That the whole 

transaction touches our hearts, and has revived in us, 

with renewed vigor, all our Masonic affection for the 

brethren of the Craft wherever found and particularly-

those members of Arcana Lodge who were connected 

with the affair.” 

Likewise, the Senior Warden of the lodge in 

Belleview, Iowa returned the charter of the lodge at 

Maysville, Alabama. The charter had been carried off 

by Northern troops when the 2nd Cavalry had used the 

lodge as a hospital. Discovering the charter in the 

possession of these troops, he sent it to the Grand 

Secretary with the request that it be returned to the 

lodge. 

Befriend and Relieve Every Brother, Freemasonry 

During Wartime by Richard Eugene Shields, Jr. is a 

collection of stories 1st published in 1994. You may have 

heard of it as it has been reviewed by both The Northern 

Light and The Scottish Rite Journal. Below is an excerpt 

from the book. 

TO BE BURNED AT THE STAKE. The earliest known 

wartime incident recorded occurs during the French and 

Indian Wars. A young frontiersman in his eagerness to 

win the war gets too far ahead of his fellows and is 

captured by the Indians. After the fighting subsides, he 

is taken to their camp. Due to the deaths of some Indians 

and as the price Indian victory, justice must be handed 

out to the captive. His captors assembled and deliberated 

his fate. He was bound to a stake and the fire was 

prepared to burn him at the stake as was the common 

punishment of the day. He saw only hatred in the eyes 

of his captors, and the French officer accompanying the 

Warriors only looked on in cold silence from a distance. 

In desperation, the frontiersman gave the mystic sign of 

distress of a Mason and instantaneous action resulted. 

The Frenchman leaped forward, cut the shackles and 

scatter the fire. Shortly after the Frenchman took the 

former prisoner to Montreal and from there sent him 

home under escort. This frontiersman later in the 

American Revolution became the renowned Israel 

Putnam. [Israel Putnam (January 

7, 1718 – May 29, 1790), 

popularly known as "Old Put", 

was an American army general 

officer who fought with 

distinction at the Battle of Bunker 

Hill during the American 

Revolutionary War (1775–1783). 

He also served notably as an 

officer with Rogers' Rangers during the French and 

Indian War (1754–1763)] 

NO DOCUMENTATION. The German Army was in 

fast retreat. Amongst them were a number of American 

soldiers who had been captured. Not wanting to be 

bogged down by having to bring prisoners along, the 

Germans were preparing to execute the prisoners when 

on made a Masonic sign at the German commander. He 

immediately called the American forward. The talked 

briefly and then the German informed him that in 15 

minutes he would have to execute him and walked away. 

The American took off and never saw the Germans 

again.  

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 MOUNT VERNON LODGE 
On February 17, 2021, Mount Vernon Lodge No. 219 
celebrated its 60th anniversary. There was not much 
fanfare due to COVID restrictions. Rest assured, 
however, that once the COVID restrictions are lifted, 
we have events planned to celebrate this milestone, 
including the burying of a time capsule. 
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MASONIC ETIQUETTE FROM THE 
 GRAND LODGE OF VIRGINIA 

 MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 

Br. Charles James Allen – 48 yrs 

Br. Gordon Robert Craig - 37 yrs 

Br. Jack Ernest Snyder - 36 yrs 

Br. Billy Lee Pritchett - 35 yrs 

Br. Charles Joseph Hinkle - 22 yrs 

Br. Richard Charles Allen - 22 yrs 

Br. Gerald Dennis Badinger - 19 yrs 

Br. Gary Lester Binge - 17 yrs 

Br. Jay Edward Garbus - 12 yrs 

Br. Justin Keith Ratley - 11 yrs 

Br. Mark John Eggerstorfer - 11 yrs 

WB William John Wilson - 9 yrs 

Br. Christopher James Macey - 9 yrs 

Br. William Doyne Francis, Jr. - 5 yrs 

Total Masonic Years:  293 

A Freemason should avoid intemperance or excess, 

which might obstruct the performance of his duties, or 

lead him to actions that would stain his honor and 

reflect dishonor on the Fraternity. He is to practice the 

virtues of patience and forbearance, which give him 

command over his actions. 

Freemasons promote warmth, love and service. It is 

mandatory to learn to abstain from malice, slander, 

evil-speaking, backbiting, and unmannerly, scornful, 

provoking, reproachful and ungodly language.  

 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH  

“A competent leader can get efficient service from 

poor troops, while on the contrary an incapable leader 

can demoralize the best of troops.” 

 

Br. John Joseph “Black Jack” Pershing 

 

John J. Pershing served as the General of the Armies 

during World War I. He was initiated, passed, and 

Raised in 1888, in Lincoln Lodge #19 in Lincoln, NE. 

He was made an honorary member of Stansbury Lodge 

#19 in Washington DC in 1919. Harry S. Truman, 

Senator at the time, presented Pershing with a 

certificate making him an honorary member of the 

Grand Lodge of Missouri (Pershing's home state) on 

September 30, 1941. Pershing joined the Scottish Rite 

in Wheeling, WV, in 1920, which culminated in the 

33° on January 6, 1930. Pershing was also a member 

of Lincoln Chapter #6 of Royal Arch Masons, Mt. 

Moriah Commandery #4 of Knights Templar, and 

Sesostris Shriners in Lincoln, NE. 

He served most famously as the 

commander of the American 

Expeditionary Forces (AEF) on the 

Western Front in World War I, 

1917–18. In addition to leading the 

AEF to victory in World War I, 

Pershing notably served as a mentor 

to many in the generation of generals who led the 

United States Army during World War II, including 

Br. George Marshall, Dwight D. Eisenhower, Br. 

Omar Bradley, Lesley J. McNair, George S. Patton, 

and Br. Douglas MacArthur. 

 

 

 LODGE FINANCIAL CONDITION 

 There are lots of Brethren that cannot make it to the 

Lodge for our Stated Communication. As a result, 

MVL will publish summary financial information to 

the Brethren monthly. 

As of March 21, 2021 

Cash: 

Beginning Balance (January 21, 2021)  $ 11,230.74 

Revenue (YTD)  $ 15,058.44 

Expenses (YTD)  $  (4,041.11) 

Reserved for Sub-Accounts $  (1,590.00) 

Ending Balance (at Jan Feb 21, 2021)  $ 30,575.15 

The following is year to date information as of February 

28, 2021 as compared to the Budget presented to the Lodge 

in 2020 by the Senior Warden. 
 

 Actual Budget Difference 

Revenues $15,439.44 $ 5,260.00 $10,179.44 

Expenses $     903.13 $ 3,274.98 $  2,371.85 

Net $14,536.31 $ 1,985.02 $12,551.29 
 

Revenues have been strong the first part of the year for two 

reasons. First, dues and the Grand Lodge credit for life 

memberships in perpetuity of over $4,000, even though the 

Grand Lodge credit was approximately $500 less then 

budgeted. In addition, thanks to Brother Hutton, the Lodge 

received a check for $10,950 related to mineral rights 

bequeathed to the Lodge by Brother Hutton. 

Expenses are continuing to stay low due to the effects of 

COVID-19, primarily a decreased use of the Lodge 

I would like to remind members that sponsor a meal to 

report to the Lodge how much they spend. It is important 

that we track these expenses for future reference. 
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