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FROM THE EAST  FROM THE SECRETARY 

Advice for Future Worshipful Masters 

       By Charles T. Cleveland, WM 

We are all thankful for WB Michael Zarlenga’s 

leadership over the past year and a quarter. He had an 

outstanding year planned until our world changed with 

the onset of a global pandemic. Over the last year we 

have seen examples of good and poor leadership in 

response to this crisis. We were fortunate to have WB 

Mike at the helm though and as is the case under good 

leadership, adversity has just made the Lodge stronger.  

I am grateful to have served as his Senior Warden and 

appreciate his adoption of what I had planned for 2021 

so as to give us continuity now that new officers have 

been installed. I am honored to serve as the Master for 

what remains of 2021. 

RW Mike King introduced me to the idea that to be 

healthy a Lodge needs but “twenty good Men”. Upon 

reflection, I think it is a good outlook to have as you 

take on leadership duties in the Lodge. It tells us to look 

at drawing strength from the Master Masons already in 

lodge, focus on earning their respect and active support 

in Lodge activities. This means meeting their needs for 

fellowship, education, and fulfilling our desires to give 

back to the community and nation in a meaningful, 

lasting way. New potential Master Masons will be 

drawn to us by our commitment to each other.  

The twenty Ashlars that make a healthy lodge are 

Master Masons who have committed themselves to the 

Craft, its teachings and ritual, and as importantly, to 

each other. The healthy Lodge would by necessity and 

design be made up of rough to near perfect stones, 

representing those new to Masonry, those in the Line of 

officers, and those who have been chiseled by the grind 

 We have raised $235.00 towards the $3,750.00 we are 

trying to raise to purchase a Life Membership in 

Perpetuity for a member who is in need. If you would 

like to make a donation, small or large, please send 

your generous contribution to the Secretary made 

payable to Mount Vernon Lodge.  Indicate it is for the 

“special LMIP.”  Let’s help our brother during his time 

of distress. 

If your dues card does not say 2021, you are in arrears.  

Please send in your payment of $150.00 to the Lodge 

at P.O. Box 74, Mount Vernon, VA 22122 as soon as 

possible. Reminder notices are being mailed this 

month. 

Grand Lodge will be holding a web-based Leadership 

Conference this year.  More details will be released 

soon! 
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 and polish inherent in being responsible for others and 

years of masonic learning.  We are fortunate to enter 

this masonic year with great potential to find that right 

combination of new and energetic Brethren and those 

who have years of commitment and learning behind 

them, together striving to better themselves and our 

community.   

Please find in yourselves the commitment to be 

counted among the “20”.  Remember we are first and 

foremost Mount Vernon Lodge Master Masons who 

are upholding a 60-year tradition as the only Lodge on 

Illustrious Brother George Washington’s estate to live 

up to his example of service to each other and our 

community, striving to remain Virginia’s friendliest 

Masonic Lodge. 

LODGE CONTACT INFORMATION 

Worshipful Master: Charles T. Cleveland – wm@mtvernon219.org 

Secretary: Matthew T. Szramoski – secretary@mtvernon219.org or 703-347-9549 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 74 - Mount Vernon, VA 22122 

mailto:wm@mtvernon219.org


LODGE EDUCATION NOTE   

The Coverings of a Lodge 

This month, we will continue our discussion of a lodge 

started in the January Trestleboard by looking at its 

coverings. The Manual on Work teaches us that the 

coverings of a lodge are the Clouded Canopy and Starry 

Decked Heavens, where all good Masons hope at last to 

arrive. 

This allusion is very powerful. For it is not all Masons 

that ascend that Theological Ladder which Jacob in his 

vision saw extending from earth to heaven. The 

possibility of ascension only exists for “good” Masons. 

But Jacob’s ladder further alludes to the three 

theological virtues represented by the rounds or rungs of 

the ladder and denominated Faith, Hope, and Charity. 

These virtues are thought to represent the philosophy of 

salvation resulting from the grace of God. 

To ascend the ladder, a Mason must climb one round at 

a time, with the rounds admonishing us to have Faith in 

God, Hope in immortality, and Charity toward all 

mankind, respectively. The Manual on Work teaches us 

that Charity is the most important of the virtues, as Faith 

may be lost in sight and Hope ends in fruition. 

So how is Faith lost in sight? Faith is said to be a virtue 

by which the intellect, through the sheer movement of 

the will, accepts the supernatural truths, not on the 

grounds of intrinsic evidence, but on the sole ground of  

 the infallible authority of God revealing. Thus, if 

through sight (i.e., intrinsic evidence) it was revealed, 

then the sheer will of the Mason which moved his 

intellect to Faith would be lost. 

How does Hope end in fruition? Hope acts upon the 

will, by which one trusts, with confidence grounded 

on the assistance of the Grand Architect, to attain life 

everlasting. That Hope ends when, through climbing 

the Ladder, the Mason ascends to the heavens. 

Charity, however, is thought to be eternal, because 

Charity extends beyond the grave throughout the 

boundless realms. The gifts from our own Brother 

Hutton are a great example. A unique feature of 

Charity is the reciprocity which makes charity a 

veritable friendship of man with God. For it was 

Brother Hutton’s extension of friendship and 

brotherly love through his gifts to the Lodge that 

brought him closer to the Grand Architect, yet his 

Charity now extends beyond the grave for eternity. 

But remember, it is not all Masons that ascend from 

earth to heaven. A Mason cannot wait until his final 

days to begin practicing Faith, Hope, and Charity. 

These virtues only become habit through daily 

exercise. A Mason who exercises these virtues 

strengthens and increases them and in turn, is more 

disposed to practice them without thinking. 

LODGE CALENDAR 
(MAKE SURE YOU CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR OUR CONSTANT CONTACT CALENDAR UPDATES) 

April 2021  May 2021 
04/17  MVL Flea Market – 8am to 1pm  

 Volunteers Needed – Contact Br. Curtis Rothrock 

04/19  Called Communication – 7:30pm 

 For the purpose of hearing EA returns and voting on 

proficiency. 

04/22 Zoom Video Program – 7:30pm – Details to follow. 

 Program is “Masonry during the Revolutionary War” 

04/26  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship & Dinner 

 RSVP required for Dinner – watch your emails 

 05/15 MVL Flea Market – 8am to 1pm  

 Volunteers Needed – Contact Br. Curtis Rothrock 

05/24  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship & Dinner 

 RSVP required for Dinner – watch your emails  

Catechism School Lodge Ritual School 

Warden’s Certificate 
Workshop 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Catechism School will be held from 

6:30pm until 7:30pm. Learn the 
questions to examine a candidate or give 

the return, or both. This is the first step 

to becoming a mentor to a new Mason. 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Lodge Ritual School will be held from 

7:30pm until 9:00pm. All Lodge elected 
and appointed officers are expected to 

attend. 

Every Wednesday Unless Cancelled. 

The Warden’s Certificate Workshop is 

intended to supplement the preparation 
Lodge officers are doing with their 

mentors and will be held from 7:30pm 

to 9:00pm.  

Vol. 2. No. 4 Page 2 April 2021



FREEMASONRY DURING WARTIME   

Befriend and Relieve Every Brother, Freemasonry 

During Wartime by Richard Eugene Shields, Jr. is a 

collection of stories 1st published in 1994. You may have 

heard of it as it has been reviewed by both The Northern 

Light and The Scottish Rite Journal. Below is an excerpt 

from the book. 

PLEASE EXCUSE THE INTRUSION. The Civil War 

had hardly ended when Potter’s Raiders of Sherman’s 

Army rode into the farm yard of W.J. Clark’s home near 

Clark’s Hill in South Carolina. Clark was on his way 

back from Virginia having surrendered with Lee’s army.  

The blue coated troopers swarmed over the yard and 

outbuildings, the barn, the chicken coops, anywhere they 

thought they could find anything of value. 

The captain of the guard went to the house and was 

going through dressers, closets and trunks, in search of 

money, silverware or jewelry. Mrs. Clark and several 

children from the corner of the room watched with fear 

in their eyes. The captain opened a small box in which 

Mr. Clark kept his most prized possession, his white 

leather apron or lambskin which is the emblem of 

innocence and the badge of a Mason.  It was trimmed in 

gold with the square and compass in the center with the 

tools of a Master Mason surrounding it.  At the top was 

printed W.J. Clark, St. Peter’s Lodge No. 54. The 

captain folded the apron back into the box and with a 

look of guilt and possibly of pride, he turned to Mrs. 

Clark, bowed low and said, “Mrs. Clark, please excuse 

the intrusion.” 

He walked to the door and ordered his men to put back 

everything they had taken. They rode away without any 

loot and leaving Mrs. Clark wondering “why.” 

Somewhere, at some time, this war-hardened captain 

had probably knelt at an alter and pledged himself to the 

obligation of a Master Mason raised a Master Mason 

while in England during the 1770’s in either Falcon or 

Hiram’s Cliftonian Lodge. His apron was presented to 

him by King George III.  Upon his return to the colonies 

during the American Revolution, he denounced the 

Indians pledge to remain neutral, and he called the 

Americans the enemy of all Indians. Brant is recorded to 

have been involved in three Masonic incidents during 

the conflict. 

After the Battle of the Cedars in 1776, Brant prevented 

the massacre of the prisoners especially on Captain John 

McKinstry of Hudson Lodge No. 13.  McKinstry was 

about to be burned at the stake when he remembered that 

Brant was a Mason.  He appealed to him with the sign 

of distress. Brant promptly released him. They remained 

 close friends and Brant visited Hudson Lodge in 1805 
and was well received by the members. 

The second incident involving Brant took place in the 
campaigns of 1779. A Lieutenant Boyd, a young 
scout and Freemason, was ambushed and captured by 
the Indians along with a soldier named Parker.  
Knowing that Brant was a Freemason and in charge 
of the Indians, Boyd asked to see him.  Boyd upon 
presentation to Brant immediately gave a distress sign 
which was the only means he knew to avoid cruel 
punishment or death.  Brant recognized the sign and 
spared his life.  Boyd and Parker were taken by guard 
to the Indian village called “Beard’s Town.”  There 
they were handed over to a British Colonel Butler of 
the Rangers, also a Freemason.  Somewhere Butler 
forgot his Masonic obligation and commenced to 
torture them for information. So not all Masons honor 
their Masonic obligations during armed conflicts.  
Chief Brant after the Revolution took his people and 
moved to Canada. There he stayed active as a Mason 
and lived until his death in 1807. 

Jonathan Maynard of Massachusetts, a state senator 
after the revolution, related many times the story of 
how Brant saved his life. Taken prisoner in the 
western part of what is now New York state, he was 
to be burned at the stake by the Indians and the Tories.  
This was an “exterminating mode of warfare” 
practiced by the Tories and the Indians. Maynard 
being partially stripped, caused Brant to discover the 
symbols of Freemasonry marked upon Maynard’s 
arms which led him to intervene and save Maynard’s 
life. He was taken to Canada and a few months later 
released and sent home. 

  

THIS MONTH IN MASONIC HISTORY 
On April 6, 1815, George Middleton passed. George 

Middleton was an American soldier and civil rights 

pioneer. Like 5,000 other African Americans, 

Middleton served on the side of the patriots during the 

Revolutionary war. Middleton was recognized for his 

desire to make things better and was appointed Grand 

Master of the African Masonic Lodge in 1809. In 

1808, he published an anti-slavery statement along 

with his Masonic brother Prince Hall stating, 

“Freedom is desirable, if not, would men sacrifice 

their time, their property, and finally their lives in the 

pursuit of this?” 
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MASONIC ETIQUETTE FROM THE 
 GRAND LODGE OF VIRGINIA 

 MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 

WB Sidney Ivan Stark - 60 yrs 

MW George Harry Chapin - 52 yrs 

RW Ralph Eugene Simmons - 42 yrs 

Br. Ted Emory Amick - 41 yrs 

WB Douglas Mason Dwyer - 39 yrs 

Br. Phillip Gary Fuller - 37 yrs 

RW Matthew Todd Szramoski - 33 yrs 

Br. Dennis Dean Keeton - 28 yrs 

WM Charles Thomas Cleveland - 26 yrs 

Br. Ronald Charles Kerstetter - 13 yrs 

Br. Christopher Lee Fisher - 10 yrs 

Br. Michael Andrew Wolfe - 7 yrs 

Br. Johnathan Edward Gehrig - 7 yrs 

Total Masonic Years:  395 

You are cautiously to probe a stranger or foreign 

Brother, as prudence and the rules of the Craft direct. 

If you discover any one to be a pretender, you are to 

take care to give him no hints. But, those who are found 

to be true and faithful, you are to respect as Brothers. 

If they are found to be in want, help them to your 

ability. Employ them, if you can or recommend them 

for employment. When necessary, direct them to the 

Grand Secretary’s office to find relief. 

 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH  

“Part of me remained forever at Latitude 80 degrees 08 

minutes South: what survived of my youth, my vanity, 

perhaps, and certainly my skepticism. On the other 

hand, I did take away something that I had not fully 

possessed before: appreciation of the sheer beauty and 

miracle of being alive, and a humble set of values. All 

this happened four years ago. Civilization has not 

altered my ideas. I live more simply now, and with 

more peace.” 

Rear Admiral and Br. Richard E. Byrd 

Br. Richard E. Byrd was raised to the sublime degree 

of Master Mason in Federal Lodge No. 1, Washington, 

DC, on March 19, 1921, and affiliated with Kane 

Lodge No. 454, New York City, September 18, 1928. 

He was a member of National Sojourners Chapter No. 

3 at Washington. In 1930, Byrd was awarded a gold 

medal by Kane Lodge.  

Admiral Byrd was an American 

naval officer and explorer.  He was 

a recipient of the Medal of Honor, 

the highest honor for valor given 

by the United States, and was a 

pioneering American aviator, 

polar explorer, and organizer of polar logistics. 

Aircraft flights in which he served as a navigator and 

expedition leader crossed the Atlantic Ocean, a 

segment of the Arctic Ocean, and a segment of the 

Antarctic Plateau. Byrd claimed that his expeditions 

had been the first to reach both the North Pole and the 

South Pole by air. 

Br. Byrd was born in Winchester, Virginia, the son of 

Esther Bolling (Flood) and Richard Evelyn Byrd Sr. 

He was a descendant of one of the First Families of 

Virginia. His ancestors include planter John Rolfe and 

his wife Pocahontas, William Byrd II of Westover 

Plantation, who established Richmond, and Robert 

"King" Carter, a colonial governor. 

 

 LODGE FINANCIAL CONDITION 

 There are lots of Brethren that cannot make it to the 

Lodge for our Stated Communication. As a result, 

MVL will publish summary financial information to 

the Brethren monthly. 

As of March 21, 2021 

Cash: 

Beginning Balance (at Jan. 21, 2021)  $ 11,230.74 

Revenue (YTD)  $ 15,789.44 

Expenses (YTD)  $  (4,506.79) 

Reserved for Sub-Accounts $  (1,590.00) 

Ending Balance (at March 21, 2021)  $ 20,923.39 

The following is March year to date comparison of actual 

operating results compared to the projected operating 

results Budget presented to the Lodge in 2020 by the Senior 

Warden. 
 

 Actual Budget Difference 

Revenues $15,739.44 $ 5,770.00 $  9,969.44   

Expenses $  1,417.50 $ 4,294.97 $ (2,877.47) 

Net $14,321.94 $ 1,475.03 $12,846.91   
 

Revenues have been strong the first part of the year for two 

reasons. First, dues and the Grand Lodge credit for life 

memberships in perpetuity of over $4,000, even though the 

Grand Lodge credit was approximately $500 less than 

budgeted and dues collected are $249 below budget. In 

addition, thanks to Brother Hutton, the Lodge received a 

check for $10,950 related to mineral rights bequeathed to 

the Lodge by Brother Hutton. 

Expenses are continuing to stay low due to the effects of 

COVID-19, primarily a decreased use of the Lodge. For the 

year to date, all expenses other than Dominion Energy are 

below the budgeted amounts. 

I would like to remind members that sponsor a meal to 

report to the Lodge how much they spend. It is important 

that we track these expenses for future reference. 
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