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FROM THE EAST  FROM THE SECRETARY 

       By Charles T. Cleveland, WM 

May is a month of transitions. Spring moves toward 

summer, school ends for the kids (or used to), and after 

the gray of winter, gardening and grass cutting are at 

their peak. This month will see us take significant steps 

to try and regain some pre-COVID normal in Lodge.  

The Flea Market is back and shows good promise to 

make some needed funds for the Lodge, as well as 

provide a place for our friends and neighbors to come 

and poke through some neat items and chat with 

friends. Masks are still required but with the growing 

number getting vaccinated that too should give way 

soon. But as we transition back, it is worth considering 

if there were practices which we as a Lodge have 

adopted that we should consider keeping in the new 

normal. I think so. 

For one, WB Zarlenga, as Master last year, started us 

on a virtual education program that is proving to be an 

excellent way to learn more about Masonry with friends 

from the comfort of our own homes. We were 

compelled to figure out how to fund having the Lodge 

cleaned and disinfected monthly. And as a Lodge we 

were determined to continue our ritual schools. That 

emphasis and the remarkable determination of RW 

Mike King, the Lodge Instructor of Work, have helped 

keep the lodge from backsliding too far. 

It is here though where I hope we can redouble our 

efforts and transition to the next level in our learning of 

Masonic ritual.  RW King has set our goals for each of 

the Lodge officer and for the membership in general.  If 

we commit to achieving what he has set out for us 

individually, to include certifying as catechism 

coaches, learning a lecture, or taking on parts in second 

section of the Master Masons degree and a collectively 

 Grand Lodge is continuing to monitor the Covid 

epidemic and return to normal as much as possible.  

Degrees can again be conferred in lodge and we have 

moved to Phase 2 for our meals which means we can 

again prepare and serve meals in lodge with 

appropriate safety guidelines. We are still 

discouraging fraternal visits and large gatherings as we 

do not want members of a lodge to not be able to attend 

due to visitors. 

The lodge continues to raise funds for a brother in 

need. We are purchasing this member a Life 

Membership in Perpetuity who is going through some 

financial stress. To date we have raise approximately 

$400 of the $3,150 we need to raise. If you would like 

to make a contribution, large or small, please let me 

know. 

MVL FLEA MARKET & YARD SALE 

The monthly Mount Vernon Flea Market has resumed 

on the 3rd Saturday of every month. Due to the 

cancellation of the Flea Markets in 2020, MVL 

collected many donations for the MVL Yard Sale but 

never actually was able to set up. 

MVL will set out its items for the MVL Yard Sale. If 

you have items you would like to donate, please put 

them in the back room. Volunteers are also needed 

especially to set up and break down. Please reach out 

to our Junior Warden, Curtis Rothrock is you are able 

to volunteer. Many hands make light work!!! 
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 as a “cast” then we will have truly transitioned to that 

self-sustaining level of proficiency that is our goal. We 

strive to become that lodge that can do the routinely 

things, routinely well. 

LODGE CONTACT INFORMATION 

Worshipful Master: Charles T. Cleveland – wm@mtvernon219.org 

Secretary: Matthew T. Szramoski – secretary@mtvernon219.org or 703-347-9549 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 74 - Mount Vernon, VA 22122 

mailto:wm@mtvernon219.org


LODGE EDUCATION NOTE   

The Furniture of a Lodge 
This month, we will continue our discussion of a lodge started 

in the January Trestleboard by looking at its furniture of a 

lodge, which are the Holy Bible, Square, and Compasses. 

Perhaps nothing symbolizes Freemasonry more than the 

Square and Compasses. The Square is nearly always linked 

with the Compasses, and these old emblems, joined with the 

Holy Bible, are the three Great Lights in Masonry first 

exposed to a candidate during his initiation into the Craft. 

The Square and Compasses are often written about and 

assigned various symbolic meanings. But let us first discuss 

the semantics of the Compasses.  A “compass” is an 

instrument you take into the woods with you so that you do 

not get lost. The “Compasses” is a Masonic working tool. 

Knowing the difference will assist you in learning your ritual. 

One of the best discussions of the Square and Compasses I 

have seen comes from Short Talk Bulletin published in 1924, 

which I have exerpted from below. 

If a lodge is an “Oblong Square” and built upon the Square 

(as the earth was thought to be in olden time), over it arches 

the Coverings (the sky), which is a circle. Thus, Earth and 

Heaven are brought together in the lodge - the earth where 

man goes forth to his labor, and the heaven to which he 

aspires. In other words, the light of Revelation and the Law 

of Nature are like the two points of the Compasses within 

which our life is set under the Clouded Canopy and Starry 

Decked Heavens. 

While in the order of the lodge, the Square is first, in point of 

truth, it is not the first in order. The Square rests upon the 

Compasses before the Compasses rest upon the Square. That 

is to say, just as a perfect square is a figure that can be drawn 

only within a circle or about a circle, so the earthly life of man  

 moves and is built within the circle of Divine life and law 

and love which surrounds, sustains, and explains it. In the 

ritual of the lodge, we see man, hoodwinked by the senses, 

slowly groping his way out of darkness, seeking the light 

of morality and reason. But he does so by the aid of 

inspiration from above, else he would live untroubled by a 

spark. Some deep need, some dim desire brought him to 

the door of a lodge, in quest of a better life and a clearer 

vision. Vague gleams, impulses, intimations reached him 

in the night of Nature, and he set forth and finding a 

friendly hand to help knocked at the door of the House of 

Light. 

As an Entered Apprentice, a man is, symbolically, in a 

crude, natural state, his divine life covered and ruled by his 

earthly nature. As a Fellowcraft, he has made one step 

toward liberty and light and the nobler elements in him are 
struggling to rise above and control his lower, lesser 

nature. In the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason - far 

more sublime than we yet realize - by human love, by the 

discipline of tragedy, and still more by the Divine help the 

divine in him has subjugated the earthly, and he stands 

forth strong, free, and fearless, ready to raise stone upon 

stone until naught is wanting. If we examine with care the 

relative positions of the Square and Compasses as he 

advanced through the Degrees, we learn a parable and a 

prophecy of what the Compasses mean in the life of a 

Mason. 

No wise man dare forget the maxim “In nothing too 

much,” for there are situations where a word too much or 

a step too far, means disaster. If he has a quick tongue, a 

hot temper, a dark mood, he will apply the Compasses, 

shut his weakness within the circle of his strength, and 

control it. 

LODGE CALENDAR 
(MAKE SURE YOU CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR OUR CONSTANT CONTACT CALENDAR UPDATES) 

May 2021  June 2021 
05/15 MVL Flea Market – 8am to 1pm  

 Volunteers Needed – Contact Br. Curtis Rothrock 

05/22 Grand Lodge Virtual Leadership Conference –1pm  

 All officers of MVL are expected to attend. 

05/24  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship & Dinner 

 50 yr Pin Presentation for RW Grayson Koogle 

 Job’s Daughters Presentation of a Mock Lodge 

05/29 5th Saturday Breakfast – space is limited – Time TBD 

 06/19 MVL Flea Market – 8am to 1pm  

 Volunteers Needed – Contact Br. Curtis Rothrock 

06/28  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship & Dinner 

 RSVP required for Dinner – watch your emails  

Catechism School Ritual School Leadership Meeting 
Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Catechism School will be held from 6:30pm 

until 7:30pm. Learn the questions to 

examine a candidate or give the return, or 

both. This is the first step to becoming a 

mentor to a new Mason. 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Lodge Ritual School will be held 

from 7:30pm until 8:30pm. All 

Lodge elected and appointed 

officers are expected to attend. 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  A 

Lodge Leadership Meeting will be held 

from 8:30pm until 9:00pm. All Lodge 

elected and appointed officers are 

expected to attend. 
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FREEMASONRY DURING WARTIME   

Befriend and Relieve Every Brother, Freemasonry 

During Wartime by Richard Eugene Shields, Jr. is a 

collection of stories 1st published in 1994. You may have 

heard of it as it has been reviewed by both The Northern 

Light and The Scottish Rite Journal. Below is an excerpt 

from the book. 

HOW DID YOU GET THE SIGN? Probably the most 

unusual story of the Civil War as far as Masonry is 

concerned occurred in the Western Theater of fighting 

and took place in Missouri in August 1861. A company 

of the 1st Iowa Regiment was guarding a railroad bridge 

at Moseille Mills.  Shortly, after setting up camp a mule 

wandered into their camp. Attached to the mule was a 

letter written in a women’s handwriting that said: “The 

Temple of Jerusalem was destroyed on the first Friday 

before the full moon.” The Captain realized that they 

would be attacked that night. 

As they were forewarned, they were attached that night. 

The Iowa Troops drove them off and followed them to a 

farm house. In order to divert the attention of the Iowans, 

the guerrillas set fire to the house. In the confusion, all 

but three guerrillas escaped. These three were sentenced 

to die by a “drum-head court-martial” as an example for 

any other guerrillas in the neighborhood. 

A young boy, about 16, with an Irish brogue pleaded for 

his life but his pleas were ignored by the troops. Then a 

girl of about 18 “burst upon the scene” exclaiming: “Ok 

Soldiers! Oh Holy Mother! Gentlemen! For the love of 

Jesus, do not kill him. He is innocent; he is my brother!” 

She grabbed the boy and protected him from the troopers 

who wanted to execute him. She was torn from her 

brother and taken a short distance away. When she was 

able to look back, she saw that he had been blindfolded 

and she broke away from her holders. She once again 

threw her arms around her brother and tore the blindfold 

away. In the ensuring struggle to get her away again, one 

of the Iowans coat sleeves was torn and a Masonic pin 

was uncovered pinned to his shirt sleeve. She suddenly 

calmed down and in a confident tone said: “Soldiers, let 

me make one more effort for my brother.” 

The troopers were so startled at the transformation they 

let her go. She once again went to her brother, turned to 

the troopers about to fire, took three steps forward and 

gave the grand hailing sign of a Master Mason. The 

Masons among the Iowans were startled and the others 

knew not what she had done. The Captain called a 

meeting of the officers while the others stood there 

confused. A few minutes later he announced in a loud 

voice that the execution, due to the distress and 

 interference of the woman, would be postponed to 9 
o’clock the next morning. 

The Masons took the young woman to the Captain’s 
quarters where they Masonicly examined she and 
found that she possessed all the secrets of a Master 
Mason. Her father had been a Master of a Lodge in 
Ireland, and she had passed all the degrees of 
Masonry up to Master Mason but she declined to say 
how or where she had become a “Mason.” The next 
morning her and her brother were found missing. 

Her brother and she had only been in this country 
about 10 weeks having come from Ireland to buy a 
farm. Having done so, they would send for their 
mother and younger brother. The boy had no idea that 
his sister was a Mason. 

TO THE HEALTH OF THE CRAFT. After a battle 
at James Island, S.C. in 1862, Major Sissons of the 3rd 
Rhode Island and three other Masons approached the 
Southern lines under a flag of truce. Major Sissons 
remarked to the Southern officer who approached: “I 
suppose by the tools you carry I have the honor of 
meeting a Craftsman, as well as an enemy in war?” 

The Confederate officer replied: “You do, and I am 
happy to meet you as such.” He sent for some of his 
fellow Masons. Together the “cracked a bottle of 
wine and drank to the health of the Craftsman, 
whether in peace or in war. 

  

THIS MONTH IN MASONIC HISTORY 
On May 8, 1926, Donald Jay "Don" Rickles was born 

in borough of Queens in New York City, New York. 

He enlisted in the U.S. Navy during WWII serving on 

the USS Cyrene, honorably discharged in 1946. In the 

early 1950's in Miami Beach, Rickles was working at 

a nightclub where he spotted Frank Sinatra in the 

crowd. He told Sinatra “I just saw your movie, The 

Pride and the Passion and I want to tell you, the 

cannon's acting was great.” Sinatra found Rickles 

hysterical and encouraged other celebrities to go and 

see his act and be insulted. Rickles was a member of 

Service City Geba Lodge No. 1009 in Astoria, New 

York. 
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MASONIC ETIQUETTE FROM THE 
 GRAND LODGE OF VIRGINIA 

 MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 

Br. Thomas Nelson Johnson – 60 yrs 

Br. Homer Raydon Aikin – 57 yrs 

Br. John Vincent Lucas, Jr. – 52 yrs 

Br. Dennis Albert Miller – 48 yrs 

Brother Robert Lee Burnett, III – 48 yrs 

RW Lee Jackson Sloppy – 45 yrs 

Br. Bruce Lee Summer – 41 yrs 

Br. Kenneth Michael Dague – 36 yrs 

WB Arturo De Hoyos – 33 yrs 

Br. Gary Lee Short – 21 yrs 

Br. David Earl Stout, Jr. – 17 yrs 

Br. David Stephen Horlacher – 14 yrs 

Total Masonic Years:  472 

While the Lodge is open, Masons must hold no private 

conversation without permission of the Master; nor 

talk of anything foreign or disrespectful of the work 

being done; nor interrupt the Master or Wardens, or 

any other Brother addressing himself to the Chair. No 

private piques or quarrels or discussions about 

sectarian religious matters, or politics must ever be 

brought within the doors of the Lodge, when open.  

When the Lodge is closed, and the labors of the day 

finished, there should be time for fellowship with the 

Brethren, but no Brother is to be hindered from going 

home when he pleases. Masons should avoid all excess 

in both eating and drinking.  

 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH  LODGE FINANCIAL CONDITION 

“Nobody grows old by merely living a number of 

years. People grow old only by deserting their ideals. 

Years may wrinkle the skin, but to give up interest 

wrinkles the soul. Worry, doubt, self-distrust, fear and 

despair; these are the long, long years that bow the 

head and turn the growing spirit back to dust. Whatever 

your years, there is in every being's heart the love of 

wonder, the undaunted challenge of events, the 

unfailing childlike appetite for what next, and the joy 

and the game of life.” 

Br. Douglas MacArthur, American  

five-star general and field marshal  

of the Philippine Army 

General Douglas MacArthur, “liberator” of the 

Philippines, shogun of occupied Japan, and 

mastermind of the Inchon invasion, was an admired 

national hero when he was relieved of his command by 

President Truman in April 1951 for insubordination 

and disobedience. 

MacArthur was a member of West Point Lodge No. 

877, and was raised on May 1, 1924. Made on Sight: 

January 17, 1936, Manila Lodge No. 1, Grand Lodge 

of the Philippines. 

There are lots of Brethren that cannot make it to the 

Lodge for our Stated Communication. As a result, 

MVL will publish summary financial information to 

the Brethren monthly. 

As of April 21, 2021 

Cash: 

Beginning Balance (at Jan. 21, 2021)  $ 11,230.74 

Revenue (YTD)  $ 15,564.44 

Expenses (YTD)  $  (5,021.16) 

Reserved for Sub-Accounts $  (2,065.00) 

Ending Balance (at April 21, 2021)  $ 20,709.02 

 

Revenues and expenses did not change much during the 

month. Revenues for April included $390 from the Mount 

Vernon Flea Market overseen by our Junior Warden, Curtis 

Rothrock. As a reminder, volunteers are always needed. 

Except for some minor other expenses, expenses were 

primarily limited to our non-discretionary expenses for 

utilities. 

I would like to remind members that sponsor a meal to 

report to the Lodge how much they spend. It is important 

that we track these expenses for future reference.  

Also, we are continuing to collect funds to donate a life 

membership in perpetuity to a long-time Member of MVL 

who is experiencing financial distress due to COVID-19. 

This amount is part of why the Reserved for Sub-Accounts 

is increasing. If you would like to contribute, please send a 

check to our Lodge Secretary or bring it to the Stated 

Communication. 

 

TIME CAPSULE  

Mount Vernon Lodge No. 219 was chartered by the 

Grand Lodge of Virginia on February 17, 1961. 2021 

marks the 60th Anniversary of the Lodge. Thanks to a 

donation from WB Tillery, we have a time capsule to 

fill. Our Senior Steward, Marc Sanders, will be giving 

a presentation at the May Stated Communication 

about items we are looking to put in the time capsule. 
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