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FROM THE EAST  
FROM THE SECRETARY 

Another Memorial Day has passed, and I hope you set aside 

time to reflect on those we should never forget, 

acknowledging their sacrifice in defense of our country. In 

so doing we as Masons are reminded of just how fortunate 

we are to be Masons in America. 

While on active duty I had the honor of representing the 

Chief of Staff of the Army at a good number of funerals for 

service members who died in combat. I bore witness to the 

special kind of grief that comes with losing a son or daughter 

before their time. These Soldiers were not only young, but 

they were also patriotic and well regarded by their 

communities. Inherently sober and sad, these occasions also 

witness to an outpouring of love and support for the families 

left behind that was tremendously hopeful and reaffirming. 

The recognition of the nobleness of that young person’s 

service by neighbors, school mates, church friends, and 

caring strangers, reflected the strength of a free people who 

understand that there are times when sacrifice is necessary. 

In a healthy free society, honoring the war dead and 

recognizing their willingness to step forward to defend our 

way of life must never be forgotten. As far back in history as 

is possible to look this has been true. Small experiments of 

free citizens governing themselves punctuate the past, and 

they too wisely venerated their war dead. Today the 

American experiment, enduring for more than two centuries, 

is the world’s beacon for individual liberty and freedom and 

as such their principal defender. While we are privileged as 

Americans to benefit from its blessings, we are obligated to 

stand ready in to sacrifice in her defense. 

The Forget-Me-Not reminds us of the dark days in Nazi 
Germany when Freemasons were persecuted. The wearing 

of a Forget-me-not flower signaled to all who knew that 

Masonry in the face of oppression survived. It is in a free 

society that the Craft thrives, one where its teachings and the 

charity of its members are allowed to spread. We are 

fortunate to practice the Craft in these times in this 

incredibly special country.   (cont. on Page 4) 

 Have you considered Life Membership in Perpetuity 

(LMIP)? By becoming a Life Member, you are making 

an investment in the Lodge’s financial future.  Life 

Membership costs 21 x annual dues, or 21 x 

$150=$3,150. Upon purchasing a Life Membership, 

the individual Master Mason never pays dues again 

but most importantly the Lodge receives your dues in 

perpetuity, even after you have passes to the celestial 

lodge above. 

Some look at this program like an actuary table, 

considering how much they’d save (considering Life 

Membership is 21 years dues) but you shouldn’t view 

it that way. Life Membership in Perpetuity should be 

viewed as a way to help ensure the perpetual financial 

stability of the Lodge.  Payment can be made in a lump 

sum or can be made in installments of as little as $25 

a month. You must continue to pay annual lodge dues 

until the full LMIP amount is collected in full.   

Upon becoming a Life Member, you receive a nice 

certificate, pin, and permanent membership card. In 

addition, at MVL, we add your name to our LMIP 

plaque of honor in the anteroom. MVL has the fourth 

largest number of LMIP’s of any lodge in Virginia and 

we continue to receive dues income from dozens of 

members who have passed asway in addition to the 

dozens who are living. Please consider if a LMIP is 

within your cable tow! Regardless of your age, number 

of years as a Master Mason, or any other statistic it 

benefits the lodge. 

 Address Changes – Stay Connected 

 If you have moved or know of someone that has 

moved or recently passed, please email the Secretary 

at mszramoski@scottishrite.org with updated info. 

LODGE CONTACT INFORMATION 

Worshipful Master: Charles T. Cleveland – wm@mtvernon219.org 

Secretary: Matthew T. Szramoski - mszramoski@scottishrite.org or 703-347-9549 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 74 - Mount Vernon, VA 22122 
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LODGE EDUCATION NOTE   

The Ornaments of a Lodge 
This month, we will continue our discussion of a lodge started 

in the January Trestleboard by looking at the ornaments of a 

lodge, which are the Mosaic Pavement, indented Tessel, and 

the Blazing Star. The Manual on Work explains the 

Ornaments as follows: 

The Mosaic Pavement is a representation of the 

ground floor of King Solomon’s Temple; the indented 

Tessel, or the beautiful border or skirting which 

surrounded it, and the Blazing Star is an emblem of 

Deity or an overruling Providence. 

The Mosaic Pavement is emblematical of human life, 

checkered with good and evil; the beautiful border 

which sounds it, of the manifold blessings and 

comforts which surround us, and which we hope to 

enjoy by a faithful reliance on Divine Providence, 

which is hieroglyphically represented by the Blazing 

Star in the center. 

However, others believe the Mosaic Pavement and indented 

Tessel have an ever greater, more universal meaning. 

Some believe that on another level, the Mosaic Pavement and 

the indented Tessel, whether actually part of King Solomon’s 

Temple or not, do convey a philosophical, moral, and ethical 

view of the world. The late 18th century redactors of our ritual 

viewed human life as starkly white and black, “checkered 

with good and evil.” They worked during a time whose 

thought was influenced by the two Great Awakenings in the 

United States, and immediately following the American and 

French Revolutions. Moral and religious fervor was high in 

people’s minds, and it was politically important “to choose 

sides” in the great debates of the day. And human life was 

precarious; life expectancy was half what it is today, infant 

mortality was high, and the concept of leisure time did not 

exist for the ordinary citizen. 

It is suggested that for 21st century Freemasonry, we re-cast 

 Because of advances in artistic skill and technology, 

contemporary mosaics can be made of many small bits of 

an almost unlimited range of materials. 

In its true and noblest form, Freemasonry is the only men’s 

institution in the world based on universal eligibility for 

membership. There are no tests for political affiliation, 

religious belief, race, nationality, ethnic origin, or 

language. We ask only that the prospective members 

profess a belief in a supreme being and we respect the 

individual’s own conception of that belief. Freemasonry 

therefore has for its fundamental basis the great Mosaic 

Pavement of humankind, with all its glories, noble ideas, 

passions, prejudices, adversities, and tragedies, each tile in 

the Mosaic representing an individual brother whose very 

life is a contribution to the richness of the Fraternity. 

Masonry teaches not tolerance for individual differences, 

nor does it teach toleration. Freemasonry rightfully 

conceived teaches us to accept and respect the unique 

character and role of each member in creating the living 

Mosaic Pavement. 

While the “manifold blessings and comforts which 

surround us” (represented by the indented Tessel) have 

grown exponentially since the 18th century, we face now 

not so much human lives checkered with good and evil, 

but rather textured with the availability of many good 

things on the one hand, which should be tempered on the 

other by the knowledge that unforgiving adversity can still 

enter our lives at a moment’s notice. There is the danger 

of seeing only the light and shadow and not the details of 

our lives and the lives of our fellow man in the great 

Mosaic of human life. As Masons, we are under the moral 

imperative to "aid, support and protect each other," and 

duty-bound “to relieve the distressed.” We must not 

forget, in the living of our 21st century lives, to soothe the 

troubled minds of the unhappy and actively sympathize 

and ameliorate their misfortunes  

LODGE CALENDAR 
(MAKE SURE YOU CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR OUR CONSTANT CONTACT CALENDAR UPDATES) 

June 2021  July 2021 
06/19 Flea Market & MVL Yard Sale – 8am to 1pm  

 Volunteers Needed – Contact Br. Curtis Rothrock 

06/27 Past Masters Dinner – Mt Vernon Inn 

06/28  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship & Dinner 

 Past Masters Night – Ben Franklin Program 

Cake Auction Fundraiser – Bring a baked good 

 07/16 Flea Market & MVL Yard Sale – 8am to 1pm  

 Volunteers Needed – Contact Br. Curtis Rothrock 

07/26  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship & Dinner 

 

JUNE/JULY YARD SALE ITEMS: Please place your 

household, clothing, and other items in the back room.  

Catechism School Ritual School Leadership Meeting 
Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Catechism School will be held from 6:30pm 

until 7:30pm. Learn the questions to 

examine a candidate or give the return, or 

both. This is the first step to becoming a 

mentor to a new Mason. 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Lodge Ritual School will be held 

from 7:30pm until 8:30pm. All 

Lodge elected and appointed 

officers are expected to attend. 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  A 

Lodge Leadership Meeting will be held 

from 8:30pm until 9:00pm. All Lodge 

elected and appointed officers are 

expected to attend. 
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FREEMASONRY DURING WARTIME   

Befriend and Relieve Every Brother, Freemasonry 

During Wartime by Richard Eugene Shields, Jr. is a 

collection of stories 1st published in 1994. You may have 

heard of it as it has been reviewed by both The Northern 

Light and The Scottish Rite Journal. Below is an excerpt 

from the book. 

NO ONE WOULD LISTEN. A private letter was 

reprinted by the Boston Masonic Monthly that had 

appeared in the Democrat from possibly a correspondent 

for that paper. He had accompanied the Union troops to 

Manassas and there reported his observations. 

That evening with the Union Army in full retreat and the 

Confederates in control of the field of battle, he saw a 

valley covered with bodies. The water in the creek ran 

red with blood at several spots. The wounded were being 

taken care of but only a few at a time could be helped. 

There were no Northern medical people to be seen so it 

was left to the Southern Army to take care of both sides. 

One poor soldier in blue cried out in agony so much that 

it “chilled the blood in my veins” wrote the 

correspondent who could not see how the man was 

injured. 

Getting no help from his moaning and shrieks, he 

suddenly because quiet except for some small groans 

and commenced to give the Masonic sign of distress. 

After repeating this several times, three men left the 

Confederates they were helping, and went to his relief. 

They took him from the field and saw that he was 

properly cared for. The correspondent who did not know 

what had happened at the time realized later in life that 

it was the first time he had witnessed “the power and 

beauty of the mystic tie.” 

WRITTEN IN BLOOD. The fighting in the cornfield of 

Antietam in September 1862 had been ferocious. Lying 

among the wounded and dead was Lieutenant John Oden 

(or Edom) of Company K, 10th Alabama who was 

wounded in the chest and thigh. He pondered his 

situation and what was going on around him and realized 

that he had only one solution. Taking a stick in hand for 

a pen and using his own blood for ink, he took a piece of 

paper and made some Masonic symbols on the paper. 

The he called to a nearby Union picket. 

The dying Confederate begged the picket to take the 

paper to a Freemason in order that he could get a last 

message to his family. The picket covered him with his 

blanket and made him as comfortable as possible. 

Taking the paper with the strange looking symbols, the 

picket proceeded to take it to his Colonel, Edward Cross 

 of the 5th New Hampshire. Colonel Cross could not 
identify the markings because there were of a 
Masonic Order whose degrees he had not taken. He 
called for a Captain J.P. Perry, a 32nd degree Mason, 
who recognized the markings and declared a fellow 
Mason to be in trouble. 

Four Union Masons of the “mystic tye” then 
proceeded to crawl into the cornfield with shooting 
range of the Confederate pickets and artillery who 
occasionally sent a shot across the cornfield. Whey 
they found Oden, who was now unconscious, they put 
him on a blanket and dragged him out of range of the 
Southern guns as soon as there was a lull in the 
shooting. Oden also reported that another wounded 
Mason, a Lieutenant Colonel of a Georgia Regiment, 
was also out on the battlefield. The took Oden to the 
5th New Hampshire field hospital where he was 
treated by Dr. G.H. Davis an army surgeon. The 
second soldier was also found and treated. 

This hospital also contained ten Federal Masons and 
one other Southern Mason all under the care of 
Surgeon William Child and Chaplain Milo M. 
Ransom, both Masons from the Granite State. 

When the Northern army moved on, a doctor in 
Hagerstown, MD. Tood in Oden who later 
recuperated and returned to the fighting. He never 
forgot the aid given to him by his fellow Masons and 
lived to 1895. 

That same day a Colonel of a Georgia regiment, who 
had spent the night “riddled with bullets” was given 
aid also by the New Hampshire regiment once he 
identified himself as a Mason. The author things this 
may be the same Colonel that Oden reported on. 

 THIS MONTH IN MASONIC HISTORY 

Robert Edward Coontz was an American admiral 

born on June 11th, 1864 in Hannibal, Missouri. After 

graduating from the Naval Academy in 1885, Coontz 

served on a variety of ships, largely in Alaskan waters 

and the Great Lakes. In 1909, Coontz was promoted 

to Commander and made Commandant of 

Midshipman at the United States Naval Academy. 

From 1912 to 1913, now a captain, Coontz served as 

Governor of Guam. Prior to 1919 he was promoted to 

the rank of Rear Admiral and in 1919, Coontz was 

selected to become Chief of Naval Operations 

(CNO). Coontz passed away on January 26th, 1935. 

Coontz was a member of Naval and Military Lodge 

No. 206 in Bremerton, Washington. He was also a 

member of Olympia Chapter No. 27 Royal Arch 

Masons. He was a member of Albert Pike Consistory 

in Washington, D.C. and received his 33° in 1931. He 

was also President of the National Sojourners. 

Vol. 2. No. 6 Page 3 June 2021 
 



MASONIC ETIQUETTE FROM THE 
 GRAND LODGE OF VIRGINIA 

 
MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 

 Br. Harrison Rudolph Jones, Sr. - 62 yrs 

WB John David Killian - 52 yrs 

Br. Douglas Preston Adkins - 48 yrs 

Br. James Owen Shepard, Jr. - 38 yrs 

Br. Luis Angel Vega, Jr. - 22 yrs 

Br. Robert Carl Berger - 20 yrs 

Br. Gabriel Gerrado Mariscal - 15 years 

Br. Christian Ray Glad - 11 years 

Total Masonic Years:  268 

The anteroom is not a separate place, but a part of the 

Lodge room. The decorum and etiquette of the Lodge 

room governs it too. Since the Tiler is in charge of the 

anteroom, he is responsible to the Master to see that 

etiquette is observed. It should not be used as a 

storeroom, but be clean and neat, with no litter lying 

about, the furniture in place, aprons correctly placed 

and stored. Loud talking, joking, noise and needless 

moving about are considered inappropriate.  

 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
 

LODGE FINANCIAL CONDITION 

“An able officer of low rank has a hard battle to fight, 

particularly with himself. Do not let this affect your morale, 

because you can never tell what moment the ‘world turns.’ 

I have had plenty of experience as this business, and have 

watched many sink in mental irritation over the depressing 

outlook. Keep your wits about you and your eyes open; keep 

on working hard; sooner or later the opportunity will present 

itself, and then you must be prepared both tactically and 

temperamentally to profit by it.” 

Br. George C. Marshal, American  

Five-Star General, Chairman Joint  

Chiefs of Staff 

General George C. Marshall, called 

the organizer of Victory by Winston 

Churchill for the Allied victory in 

World War II, Marshall was the 

Chief of Staff of the Army, 

Secretary of State, and the Secretary 

of Defense. In 1953 Marshall was 

awarded the Nobel Prize for the 

post war European Recovery 

Program given his name and 

dubbed the Marshall Plan. 

On December 16, 1941, Br. Marshall became a Freemason, 

raised “at sight” by the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 

of the District of Columbia. 

There are lots of Brethren that cannot make it to the Lodge 

for our Stated Communication. As a result, MVL will 

publish summary financial information to the Brethren 

monthly. 

As of May 21, 2021 

Cash: 

Beginning Balance (at Jan. 21, 2021)  $ 11,230.74 

Revenue (YTD)  $ 20,167.37 

Expenses (YTD)  $  (8,007.71) 

Reserved for Sub-Accounts $  (3,690.00) 

Ending Balance (at May 21, 2021)  $ 19,700.40 

The following is May year to date comparison of actual 

operating results compared to the projected operating 

results Budget presented to the Lodge in 2020 by the Senior 

Warden. 
 

 Actual Budget Difference 

Revenues $17,742.37 $ 7,830.00 $  9,912.37   

Expenses $  3,315.05 $ 5,939.95 $ (2,624.90) 

Net $14,427.32 $ 1,890.05 $12,537.27   

Revenues are way ahead of budget due to the money that 

the Lodge received from the oil and gas rights bequeathed 

to the Lodge. Subtracting out the bequest, revenues are 

$1,037.63 less then budget. The shortfall is primarily 

caused by the shortfalls related to the Grand Lodge credit 

and annual dues. To offset the lower revenues is an even 

bigger difference in expenses. Expenses are running 

$2,624.90 less then budget. Expenses would less but the 

Lodge made the contribution to the trustee funds in 

February instead of December. Expenses are less primarily 

because almost all expenses are below budget due to 

COVID-19 restrictions. 

 

From the East (cont.)  

History teaches freedom should never be taken for granted. 

It is constantly under assault, and as authoritarian 

governments worldwide gain strength; they increasingly 

view our liberty as a threat. America offers hope and 

inspires their oppressed people. The Poppies made famous 

in World War I’s Flander’s Field remind us that many of our 

young will have died in vain if subsequent generations fail 

to defend that for which they died. Masonry is about striving 
for perfection. It too offers hope to Mankind, and we are 

especially blessed to be Masons in America. Let us make 

the most of it as we not only improve ourselves but strive to 

give back knowing that every human being has a claim upon 

us. 

TIME CAPSULE 

Mount Vernon Lodge No. 219 was chartered by the 

Grand Lodge of Virginia on February 17, 1961. 2021 

marks the 60th Anniversary of the Lodge. Thanks to a 

donation from WB Tillery, we have a time capsule to 

fill. Our Senior Steward, Marc Sanders, will be giving 

a presentation at the June Stated Communication 

about items we are looking to put in the time capsule. 
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