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FROM THE EAST  
FROM THE SECRETARY 

Brethren how good it is to be coming out of the pandemic.  

Baseball is back, movie theaters are open, and we are again 

holding District Schools. But even if we wish it so, there is 

no normal to return to. The old saying applies; you can never 

step in the same river twice for both you and the river have 

changed. My firm belief is that this historic and 

transformative year will make us a better people, and by 

extension a better Lodge. One of Colin Powell’s principles 

of leadership was “Optimism is a Force Multiplier.” So, let 

us choose to have an optimistic view of the future and in the 

process make real the brighter and better future we seek. 

June and the Independence Day holidays have come and 

gone in a flash. Our thanks to RW Dave Smith and his cast 

for an excellent Past Master’s Night. A great tradition to 

keep going in the years ahead. We all especially appreciated 

the highlight stories from their year in the East. Bro. 

Christian Glad led our first Fraternal visit for the year to 

Springfield Lodge, successfully moving the traveling gavel 

to its next lodge in the District. He is also leading our 

upcoming 24 July trip to Gettysburg. Please come with us if 

your cable tow allows.  The Flea Market was successful with 

thanks to Bro. Curtis Rothrock. Come help with the one on 

17 July. The Building Committee is making good on fixing 

up the Temple and spending their allotment, thanks to Bro. 

John Marley, our Building Supervisor and RW Matt, the 

Chair of the Building Maintenance Committee. Lastly, 

thanks to Bro. Marc Sanders for some period appropriate 

Philly Cheesesteak Sandwiches for Ben Franklin’s visit (ok 

maybe regionally appropriate) and for organizing a very nice 

Past Masters and Line Officer dinner at the Mount Vernon 

Inn. 

It is appropriate that as we celebrate the 60th anniversary of 

the Lodge, we do so with a positive outlook for an even 

better next sixty years. It starts with us, and what we do, to 

set the azimuth. We have our twenty good men and as result, 

we can do pretty much anything we set our mind to. 

 

 I made a typo in the last Trestleboard. Life Membership in 

Perpetuity (LMIP) is now 25 times annual dues, or $150 x 

25=$3,750. Currently, LMIP memberships are being paid 

through installments for three members of our lodge.  These 

members are paying between $50 & $150 a month until 

their life membership is paid in full. You must remain 

current with your existing dues until the LMIP amount is 

paid in full. By becoming a LMIP, you are exempt from 

future dues (and increases) and help to provide a perpetual 

income for the lodge to increase our financial strength. 

Even after a member passes away, his LMIP amount will 

be sent to the lodge each year! Please let me know if you 

would like any information about this great program. 

Also, we still have a significant number of members who 

have not yet paid their 2021 dues. If your dues card is not 

dated 2021, please remit your dues for $150 to the Lodge at 

P.O. Box 74, Mount Vernon, VA 22122. 

I will be conducting monthly instruction modules on the 3rd 

Sunday of each month at 8:00 PM.  Each will only be about 

15 minutes in length and will cover topics such as petitions, 

finance, lodge protocol, and more.  A 15-minute Q & A will 

follow each. The schedule for 2021 is: 

- July 18-Masonic Finances/Budgeting Basics 
- August 15-Constitutions of Masonry & Methodical Digest 

- September 19-Masonic Awards 

- October 17-GAC-What is it?  Should I go? 

- November 21-Grand Lodge Training/Education Programs 

- December 19-Planning to serve as WM 

Classes will be conducted via Zoom.  An announcement 

with details for registering for the class will be sent out 

approximately one week in advance of each class. 

 Address Changes – Stay Connected 

 If you have moved or know of someone that has 

moved or recently passed, please email the Secretary 

at mszramoski@scottishrite.org with updated info. 

LODGE CONTACT INFORMATION 

Worshipful Master: Charles T. Cleveland – wm@mtvernon219.org 

Secretary: Matthew T. Szramoski - mszramoski@scottishrite.org or 703-347-9549 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 74 - Mount Vernon, VA 22122 
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LODGE EDUCATION NOTE   

The Lights of a Lodge 
This month, we will continue our discussion of a lodge started 

in the January Trestleboard by looking at the lights of a lodge, 

which are referred to as the three Lesser Lights.  Remember, 

the Three Great Lights in Masonry, the Holy Bible, Square, 

and Compasses are considered the furniture of a lodge and 

were discussed in the May Trestleboard. 

Interestingly, there is very little written on the three Lesser 

Lights. Most available articles refer back to a Short Talk 

Bulletin published in February 1926 simply entitled “Lesser 

Lights” which this article is excerpted from. 

When a candidate is first brought to Masonic light in a lodge, 

the radiance comes from the Lesser Lights, which form a 

triangle about the Altar. It seems, at first, rather odd that so 

great and important a symbol should receive so little attention 

in the ritualistic body of Freemasonry. 

We are instructed that they are called Lesser Lights, that they 

are placed in a triangle, that by their light we may see other 

objects, that they represent the Sun, Moon and Worshipful 

Master, for certain reasons which are rather briefly explained. 

Later, we learn, more by custom than by law, that Lesser 

Lights are always lit when a lodge is opened. They are 

supposed to be lighted as soon as the lodge is opened, and 

then the Altar is arranged; to be extinguished after the Altar 

is disarranged, and the Great Lights displaced. But nowhere 

in our ritual are we told much of anything as to why all these 

things are so; how the Lesser Lights came to be; or even what 

their hidden, covered, secret, or symbolic meaning is. 

Immediately after the Lesser Lights are named, our attention 

is directed to the fact that they are in a triangle about the Altar. 

Of course, it is not possible to place three lights to form 

anything else but a triangle, or a straight line. They cannot be 

 made to form a square or a star. So why are there three 

Lesser Lights, and not two or four? 

Any thinking brother has already discovered that there is 

"Three" throughout the whole system of Ancient Craft 

Masonry; three degrees, three steps, three ancient Grand 

Masters; and so on. It will be no surprise to recall that three 

is the first of the great Sacred Numbers of the ancient 

Mysteries, and that it is the numerical symbol of God. Not, 

if you please, because God was necessarily considered 

triune. While many religions of many ages and peoples 

have conceived of Divinity as a trinity, the figure three as 

a symbol of God is far older than any trinitarian doctrine. 

It comes from the triangle, which is the first possible figure 

made up of straight lines which is without either beginning 

or ending. One line, or two lines have ends. They start and 

finish. The triangle has no loose ends and the triangle is 

the first of these which can be made; as God was always 

considered as first; and also as without either beginning or 

ending, the triangle itself soon became a symbol of Deity. 

The ritual instructs candidates that they behold the Great 

Lights of Masonry by the illumination of the Lesser 

Lights. This is an actual fact, but it is also a symbol. For 

without light, Holy Bible cannot be read, and the Square 

and Compasses cannot be used, and neither can be 

understood, nor can we make any use of them for the noble 

and glorious purposes taught us in Speculative Masonry. 

But we are also taught that the Lesser Lights represent the 

Sun, Moon, and Worshipful Master. We are taught that 

that regularity of these heavenly luminaries is to be used 

as a guide for the government of a lodge by the Master. 

Masonic doctrine teaches us that a Master is the giver of 

Light to his brethren as he is the one who provides the 

proper instructions for their labor in Speculative Masonry. 

LODGE CALENDAR 
(MAKE SURE YOU CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR OUR CONSTANT CONTACT CALENDAR UPDATES) 

July 2021  August 2021 
07/16 Flea Market & MVL Yard Sale – 8am to 1pm  

 Volunteers Needed – Contact Br. Curtis Rothrock 

07/18  Instruction Module – 8pm to 8:30pm 

 Masonic Finances/Budgeting Basics 

07/24  Trip to Friend to Friend Monument At Gettysburg 

 Meet at MVL: 7:00 am 

07/26  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship & Dinner 

 Cake/Bakery Auction Fundraiser 

 08/15 Instruction Module – 8pm to 8:30pm 

 Constitutions of Masonry & Methodical Digest 

08/21 Flea Market & MVL Yard Sale – 8am to 1pm  

 Volunteers Needed – Contact Br. Curtis Rothrock 

08/23  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship & Dinner 

08/29  5th Saturday Breakfast – 8am 

 

YARD SALE ITEMS: Please place your household, 

clothing, and other items in the back room.  

Catechism School Ritual School Leadership Meeting 
Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Catechism School will be held from 6:30pm 

until 7:30pm. Learn the questions to 

examine a candidate or give the return, or 

both. This is the first step to becoming a 

mentor to a new Mason. 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Lodge Ritual School will be held 

from 7:30pm until 8:30pm. All 

Lodge elected and appointed 

officers are expected to attend. 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  A 

Lodge Leadership Meeting will be held 

from 8:30pm until 9:00pm. All Lodge 

elected and appointed officers are 

expected to attend. 
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FREEMASONRY DURING WARTIME  The assault on the center of the Federal Line pushed the 
defenders back, and Armistead personally captured a 
Federal artillery piece and fired two rounds on the enemy. 
Moments after the second shot, Brother Armistead was 
mortally wounded and then gave the grand hailing sign 
and shouted “-------” before dropping to his knees waiting 
to be killed, or worse captured. 

Federal Captain Henry Bingham recognized the Fraternal 
cry and rushed into enemy fire to aid his distressed 
Brother. He risked his own life for a stranger; a man who 
was trying to kill him, an enemy, but still a Masonic 
Brother. Brother Bingham cradled Armistead in his arms, 
gave him a sip from his canteen and asked what he could 
do for him. Armistead inquired about Hancock and wanted 
to see his friend; he was then informed that General 
Hancock had also been shot. Armistead realized that he 
would not survive to see another battle and gave Bingham 
his pocket watch and Bible, then asked that these and other 
personal eff ects be sent to Hancock if he should live. 

Brother Armistead died two days later in a field hospital. 
Hancock lived on to be an old man. Hancock was a Medal 
of Honor recipient, served in Congress, and was 
postmaster of Philadelphia for some time. He kept Brother 
Armistead’s personal effects given to him by Captain 
Bingham on the field but was also sent his field desk. 

The monument depicts Brother Bingham aiding Brother 
Armistead during the battle of Gettysburg. 

WB Charlie Cleveland will be leading the brethren of Mount 

Vernon Lodge on a visit to the Friend To Friend Monument 

at Gettysburg on July 23rd. Purely by coincidence, the 

Summer 2021 issue of the Virginia Masonic Herald published 

an article on the monument. Below is some background on 

the monument from the Herald. 

In 1993, the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania 

dedicated a Masonic Memorial at the Gettysburg National 

Battlefield Park. Thousands of American Freemasons 

gathered that day as Brothers, on the same ground where, one 

hundred and thirty years before, American Freemasons stood 

as enemies. Sculpted on the memorial are two Brethren; one 

being Brother and Brigadier General Lewis Armistead of the 

Confederate States and the other Captain Henry Bingham of 

the United States. 

This moving scene has been cast in bronze, but it has no 

meaning without the story behind it. Before moving into 

Gettysburg, let us take a look at what events led these two 

Brothers together on the field of battle as military enemies, 

but Masonic Brothers. 

Brother Armistead was born in New Bern, North Carolina in 

1817 into a prominent military family. Brother Lewis 

Armistead was accepted into and resigned twice from the 

United States Military Academy at West Point; first for 

academics, then a second time for cracking a dinner plate over 

Cadet Jubal Early’s head in the mess hall. 

Armistead did eventually earn a commission in the U.S. 

Army through family connections. He was made a Master 

Mason in Alexandria-Washington Lodge No. 22 and was also 

a Charter Member of Union Lodge No. 7 in Fort Riley, 

Kansas. Armistead’s Masonic Life had anchored him to 

Virginia; however, his military life provided an opportunity 

to spread the seeds of brotherly love and affection while on 

deployment. 

Armistead had lost almost everything dear to him. No living 

children. No sweetheart. No possessions. His only recorded 

friend was a Mason, Winfield Scott Hancock. Historians 

cannot really agree on where or how these two men met. What 

we do know is that these two Masonic Brothers shared a 

friendship that would eternally be cast in bronze. 

In April of 1861, Virginia voted to leave the Union. 

Armistead resigned his commission from the Federal Army 

one month later. He was commissioned a major in the 

Confederate Army and commanded his own brigade. 

In early July of 1863, Armistead’s brigade marched with 

Longstreet’s II Corps in the Army of Northern Virginia to 

invade Pennsylvania. His brigade was held in reserve until 

July 3. Orders trickled down the chain of command that they 

would be charging the center of the Federal line. The center 

of the line was commanded by Hancock, our Masonic Brother 

and Armistead’s friend. He knew that he would have to 

potentially kill his best friend in the name of the Confederate 

States. Nonetheless, he did his duty and prepared his men. 

 

 THIS MONTH IN MASONIC HISTORY 

King Camp Gillette, an American innovator, was born on 

January 5th, 1855 in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. He was later 

raised in Chicago, Illinois with his entire family surviving 

the Great Chicago Fire in 1871 when he was 16. 

Gillette conceived of a 

safety razor, an item 

invented many years before, 

although lacked the critical 

piece, an affordable and 

disposable razor blade.  

Gillette worked with 

metallurgists and others to 

help perfect his idea. It took 

the better part of a decade 

for Gillette to realize his 

vision of a disposable razor 

blade. In 1903 when the first production began, the Gillette 

Safety Razor Company sold 51 razors and 168 blades. The 

following year those numbers jumped to 90,884 razors and 

123,648 blades. By 1915, the company was producing 70 

million razor blades. At this time the Gillette company 

supplied servicemen fighting in World War I with a 

shaving kit consisting of a razor and razor blades. 

When the Great Depression hit, Gillette lost much of his 

fortune. Gillette passed away on July 9th, 1932. 

Gillette was raised in Adelphi Lodge in Quincy, 

Massachusetts in June of 1901. 
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MASONIC ETIQUETTE FROM THE 
 GRAND LODGE OF VIRGINIA 

 
MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 

Br. Ronald Thomas Graves - 57 years 

Br. David Edward Boothe - 52 years 

RW Grayson Leroy Koogle - 51 years 

WB John Thomas Tillery - 49 years 

Br. Arthur Lynwood Nalls, Jr. - 45 years 

WB Manuel Mario Cumes - 44 years 

Br. Kenneth Ray Meade - 40 years 

Br. Douglas Eugene Shelton - 30 years 

Br. James Keith Harmon - 19 years 

WB David Henry Smith, Jr. - 17 years 

Br. Michael Howard - 16 years 

Br. Mark Ryan Taylor - 12 years 

Total Masonic Years:  432 

A Freemason should avoid intemperance or excess, which 

might obstruct the performance of his duties, or lead him to 

actions that would stain his honor and reflect dishonor on 

the Fraternity. He is to practice the virtues of patience and 

forbearance, which give him command over his actions. 

What leisure his labors allow should be employed in 

studying the seven liberal arts and sciences in order to better 

perform his duties to his Creator, his country, his neighbor, 

and himself. It is the truly indispensable character of a 

Master Mason, "to walk humbly in the sight of God, to do 

justice, and love mercy." 

Freemasons promote warmth, love and service. It is 

mandatory to learn to abstain from malice, slander, evil-

speaking, backbiting, and unmannerly, scornful, provoking, 

reproachful and ungodly language. 

 

LODGE FINANCIAL CONDITION 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH There are lots of Brethren that cannot make it to the Lodge 

for our Stated Communication. As a result, MVL will 

publish summary financial information to the Brethren 

monthly. 

As of June 21, 2021 

Cash: 

Beginning Balance (at Jan. 21, 2021)  $ 11,230.74 

Revenue (YTD)  $ 21,411.03 

Expenses (YTD)  $  (8,519.38) 

Reserved for Sub-Accounts $  (4,065.00) 

Ending Balance (at June 21, 2021)  $ 20,057.39 

The following is June year to date comparison of actual 

operating results compared to the projected operating 

results Budget presented to the Lodge in 2020 by the Senior 

Warden. 
 

 Actual Budget Difference 

Revenues $18,641.03 $ 8,315.00 $10,326.03   

Expenses $  4,915.72 $ 6,824.94 $ (1,909.22) 

Net $13,725.31 $ 1,490.06 $12,235.25   

Revenues are way ahead of budget due to the money that 

the Lodge received from the oil and gas rights bequeathed 

to the Lodge. Subtracting out the bequest, revenues are 

$623.97 less then budget. Saving us this year is that annual 

dues and the Flea Market are $351 and $420 ahead of 

budget, respectively. Most lodge expenses are less than 

budgeted primarily due to COVID-19 limitations. 

“Conscious of my own weakness, I can only seek 

fervently the guidance of the Ruler of the Universe, 

and, relying on His all-powerful aid, do my best to 

restore Union and peace to a suffering people, and to 

establish and guard their liberties and rights.” 

Br. George B. McClellan, General  

Army of the Potomac,  

Presidential candidate  

against Abe Lincoln, 

Governor of New Jersey. 

George Brinton McClellan 

(December 3, 1826 – 

October 29, 1885) was an 

American soldier, Civil War 

Union general, civil 

engineer, railroad executive, 

and politician who served as 

the 24th Governor of New 

Jersey. A graduate of West 

Point, McClellan served 

with distinction during the 

Mexican–American War 

(1846–1848), and later left 

the Army to work on railroads until the outbreak of the 

American Civil War (1861–1865). Early in the conflict, 

McClellan was appointed to the rank of major general and 

played an important role in raising a well-trained and 

organized army, which would become the Army of the 

Potomac in the Eastern Theater; he served a brief period 

(November 1861 to March 1862) as Commanding General 

of the United States Army of the Union Army. 

Br. George B. McClellan was a member of Willamette 

Lodge No 2, Portland, Oregon. 

 

 

TIME CAPSULE 

Mount Vernon Lodge No. 219 was chartered by the 

Grand Lodge of Virginia on February 17, 1961. 2021 

marks the 60th Anniversary of the Lodge. Thanks to a 

donation from WB Tillery, we have a time capsule to 

fill. Our Senior Steward, Marc Sanders, will be 

heading up the efforts to fill the time capsule in time 

for a dedication of the capsule in November 2021. 
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