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FROM THE EAST  FROM THE SECRETARY 

“It’s best to keep your troubles to yourself because half 

the people you’d tell them to won’t give a damn and the 

other half will be glad to hear you’ve got’em”. This saying 

is probably true for most and in the Old West for a 
working, iterant cowboy in whom he placed trust was his 

most significant decision but to us as Freemasons we 

should feel free to reach out to the brethren when personal 

tragedy strikes, or help is needed. When you are that 

distressed Brother, the special bonds of fraternal 

friendship and our obligations only serve to remind the 

Good Men who have joined the Craft of why they were 

chosen. It was because of their character that they were 

allowed entry through the West Gate. I like the saying 

nonetheless but realize there are times when we all need 
help and by being Masons we are comforted to know we 

are there for each other. 

I lost my father a short time ago and I deeply appreciate 

the Brethren who extended a hand to console and help. It 

reminded me why my dad was made a Mason and why I 

am so glad to have followed in his footsteps. 

July was a very active month for the lodge. We had 18 

total attend our Masonic Staff Ride to the Gettysburg 

Battlefield and its masonic “Friend to Friend” monument. 
We appreciate Brother Christian Glad’s leadership in 

putting this fun, educational event together.  The flea 

market and yard sale netted the Lodge a good return, as 

did a fun cake auction before our July Stated. Our thanks 

again to our Senior Steward, Brother Marc Sanders, for 

his ingenuity and auction calling. 

August will see us preparing for perhaps a couple of EA 

degrees. Our Secretary RW Matt, has done an excellent 

job turning a couple of internet queries by local men into 

petitions to join our lodge. Great news and another sign 
we are on the bumpy road to getting back to what might 

be the new Masonic normal; ever mindful to the virus 

threat but pressing forward safely in the face of it. 

 We are still collecting to purchase a Life Membership in 

Perpetuity for a member who is undergoing some 

financial distress. To date, we have collected over half 

the funds needed. If you would like to make a 
contribution, whether it is $10 or $100, please send the 

check to the Lodge at P.O. Box 74, Mount Vernon, VA 

22122. Mark on your check memo it is for the “Special 

LMIP.” 

We still have some brethren who have not paid their 2021 

dues. If you do not have a dues card that says 2021, 

please remit your payment of $150.00 as soon as 

possible. If you are having financial difficulty, please let 

me know. 

The Grand Annual Communication will be in November 
on the 5th and 6th. Please let the Worshipful Master 

know if you will be attending. 

LODGE EDUCATION NOTE 

The Jewels of a Lodge 
This month, we will continue our discussion of a lodge 

started in the January Trestleboard by looking at the jewels 

of a lodge, of which there are six, three immovable and 

three movable jewels. 

The immovable jewels are the Square, Level, and Plumb. 

The movable jewels are the Rough Ashlar, Perfect Ashlar, 

and Trestle Board. 

So why are these items called “Jewels” in the first place. 

The word jewel, in its most common usage, refers to an 

article of value used for personal adornment, especially 

when made of gold or silver and precious stones. The 

(continued on next page) 

 Address Changes – Stay Connected 

 If you have moved or know of someone that has 

moved or recently passed, please email the Secretary 

at mszramoski@scottishrite.org with updated info. 

LODGE CONTACT INFORMATION 

Worshipful Master: Charles T. Cleveland – wm@mtvernon219.org 

Secretary: Matthew T. Szramoski - mszramoski@scottishrite.org or 703-347-9549 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 74 - Mount Vernon, VA 22122 

mailto:mszramoski@scottishrite.org
mailto:wm@mtvernon219.org
mailto:mszramoski@scottishrite.org


LODGE EDUCATION NOTE (CONT.)  and moral behavior. It is unlikely that a wall can stand for 

long if it is not erected properly or is not straight. It is also 

unlikely that a Mason who does not lead an upright life 

can be of value to his fellow man or to our fraternity. The 

Plumb stands for righteousness before the Supreme 

Architect and man and becomes a standard by which we 

can test our morality. 

The Square represents morality and virtue. The concepts 

of morality and virtue should guide all our actions before 

the Supreme Architect and with our fellow man. We must 

look into our hearts and ensure our dealings with others 

are conducted in a virtuous and moral manner. When we 

“act upon the Square” we are telling the truth and dealing 

honestly with the other person. Morality is very difficult 

to define yet we should be able to recognize morality, or 

the lack thereof, based upon the standards of Supreme 

Architect of the Universe. 

The Level is a symbol of equality indicating that all men 

have the same duties to the Supreme Architect and the 

same responsibilities and rights before his fellow man. 

Equality does not mean that all men are equal in skills or 

abilities but rather that all men should be treated with 

respect, dignity, and understanding. We are all individuals, 

yet we should be a universal brotherhood where men can 

achieve mutual respect and understanding regardless of 

their differences. 

The Rough Ashlar, Perfect Ashlar, and Trestle Board also 

have important purposes to the operative mason. The 

Rough Ashlar is a stone taken from the quarry in its rude 

and natural state. The Perfect Ashlar is a stone made ready 

by the hands of the Apprentice, to be adjusted by the 

working tools of a Fellowcraft. The Trestle Board is for 

the Master Workman to draw his designs upon. 

In speculative Masonry, the Rough Ashlar reminds the 

Brethren of the rude and imperfect state of nature and the 

(continued on the next page) 

Rev Dr George Oliver (1782-1867) was one of the most 

eminent writers on Freemasonry in the nineteenth century. In 

his lectures entitled “Signs and Symbols” published in 1837, 

he said these important instruments, stones, and equipment 

are called jewels because “they have a moral tendency which 

renders them jewels of inestimable value”. 

It is interesting to note that the Square, the Level, and the 

Plumb are called movable jewels in English and Scottish 

lodges, because they are transferred to the incoming master 

and his wardens each year. However, in American lodges 

they are called immovable, because they are assigned to the 

three stations of a lodge: the Square the East, the Level the 

West, and the Plumb the South. In English and Scottish 

lodges, the Ashlars and Trestle Board (also called a tracing 

board) are described as immovable jewels that “lie open in 

the lodge for the brethren to moralise on”. The two Ashlars 

and the Trestle Board probably are called immovable because 
during the early speculative period they tended to be located 

in particular parts of the lodge. In particular, the Trestle Board 

was hand drawn on the floor before the commencement of 

each meeting. However, in American lodges, the same jewels 

are called movable, because it is said that they may be placed 

in any convenient position in the lodge, which varies from 

lodge to lodge. 

The Plumb, Square, and Level are important and valuable 

tools of operative masons, for without them, the operative 

mason cannot carry out his trade. But remember, 

Freemasonry uses symbolism and allegory to teach its many 

lessons. The three stationed officers of the lodge who sit in 

the East, West, and South wear replicas of these operative 

tools. The Master wears the Square as a symbol of morality. 

The Senior Warden wears the Level as a symbol of equality 

while the Junior Warden wears the Plumb as an emblem of 

upright living.  

The Plumb is a symbol of right, uprightness, and proper social 

 

LODGE CALENDAR 
(MAKE SURE YOU CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR OUR CONSTANT CONTACT CALENDAR UPDATES) 

August 2021  September 2021 
08/15 Instruction Module – 8pm to 8:30pm 

 Constitutions of Masonry & Methodical Digest 

08/21 Flea Market & MVL Yard Sale – 8am to 1pm  

 Volunteers Needed – Contact Br. Curtis Rothrock 

08/23  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship & Dinner 

08/25  District School: Dale City Lodge – 7:00pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship 

 09/18 Flea Market & MVL Yard Sale – 8am to 1pm  

 Volunteers Needed – Contact Br. Curtis Rothrock 

09/18  GM Area Visit: Alex Scottish Rite – 1:30pm 

09/19 Instruction Module – 8pm to 8:30pm 

 Masonic Awards 

09/22  District School: Location TBD – 6:30pm 

09/27  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship & Dinner 

Catechism School Ritual School Leadership Meeting 
Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Catechism School will be held from 6:30pm 

until 7:30pm. Learn the questions to 

examine a candidate or give the return, or 

both. This is the first step to becoming a 

mentor to a new Mason. 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Lodge Ritual School will be held 

from 7:30pm until 8:30pm. All 

Lodge elected and appointed 

officers are expected to attend. 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  A 

Lodge Leadership Meeting will be held 

from 8:30pm until 9:00pm. All Lodge 

elected and appointed officers are 

expected to attend. 
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FREEMASONRY DURING WARTIME  LODGE EDUCATION NOTE (CONT.) 

Befriend and Relieve Every Brother, Freemasonry 

During Wartime by Richard Eugene Shields, Jr. is a 

collection of stories 1st published in 1994. You may have 

heard of it as it has been reviewed by both The Northern 

Light and The Scottish Rite Journal. Below is an excerpt 

from the book. 

THE BULLETS STILL WHISTLED. During a break in 

the shooting at the Battle of Cold Harbor in 1864, the 

Southern troops under the command of General Robert 

Hoke went to the aid of the Northern troops who were 

crying for aid. Many rushed out to help with their 

canteens in hand when they were met with a shower of 

bullets. The Northerners did not understand the act of 

charity being performed. Infuriated, Hoke ordered his 

men to cease giving aid. 

Later, two men, who had been on patrol, approached the 

General and requested that they be allowed to go to the 

aid of a wounded Union soldier who was a Mason and 

begged for help. Pondering the situation, Hoke told the 

men that if they wanted to risk their lives and bring the 

wounded soldier into the Confederate lines, he would 

not stop them. He was sure that it was certain death for 

anyone to go out there. The two Masons immediately 

took off as if rushing out to meet a returning brother, 

retrieved their Brother, and returned to the trenches all 

while under a hail of bullets from the Northern soldiers 

who still failed to see the meaning of the act. At any 

moment their comrades expected them or the Northern 

soldier to be hit, but the two returned without a scratch. 

A CHARLESTON ANGEL. A soldier from 

Massachusetts was wounded was wounded in the 

storming of Sumpter and had been carried into the city 

of Charleston as a prisoner. His father was a Freemason, 

had served in the grand bodies, and had received many 

high honors in the fraternity. Before his son left for the 

battlefields, he counseled him, that if the fortunes of war 

ever got him to Charleston, to inquire about a Masonic 

Brother in that city. Being in distress, the soldier sent for 

the Brother and disclosed to the gentleman who his 

father was. This was enough to get an angel of mercy to 

help him. Two letters were sent under a flag of truce to 

state the whereabouts and the condition of their loved 

one. The first letter stated that the son was mortally 

wounded but being well taken care of. The Brother had 

consoled the family in that he had counseled spiritually 

with and give consolation to the dying soldier. The 

second told of the son’s death, and that this Mason and 

his sons had attend to his burial and made sure that the 

grave was marked. 

 fallibility of man. The perfect Ashlar, however, reminds 

us of that state of perfection we hope to attain through 

education, our own endeavors, and the blessing of the 

Supreme Architect. 

We have all heard that Freemasonry takes good men and 

makes them better. Perhaps it is more appropriate to say 

that Freemasonry takes good men who have the potential 

to be better and helps them cultivate that moral and 

spiritual portion of themselves, so they become better. The 

rough ashlar is that stone taken from the quarry in an 

unfinished state, but the stone must be of good quality, 

without defects or cracks, with the potential to be worked 

into a perfect, smooth ashlar. That is why Masonry accepts 

only those who come under the tongue of good report 

without scandalous or immoral backgrounds and 

possesses moral and personal qualities that recommend 

him to the Fraternity.  

The Trestle Board reminds us that the operative workman 
strives to erect his temporal building agreeably to the rules 
and designs laid down by the Master Workman in his 
Trestle Board. In a similar fashion, a speculative Masons 
should endeavor to erect his spiritual building agreeably to 
the rules and designs laid down by the Supreme Architect 
of the Universe, in the Great Book of Nature and of 
Revelation, which should be our Spiritual, Moral, and 
Masonic Trestle Board. 

 THIS MONTH IN MASONIC HISTORY 

William Burnham Woods was born on 

August 3, 1824. He was a Civil War 

General and American Jurist. He also 

served as the mayor of Newark, OH and 

as the Speaker of the Ohio General 

Assembly. 

Woods opposed slavery and the Civil 

War. This created a conflict for him until he finally 

realized a Union victory in the Civil War was a necessity 

to end slavery. In 1862, he joined the Army and became a 

lieutenant colonel in the 76th Ohio Infantry. He fought in 

the battles of Shiloh and Vicksburg before being promoted 

to brigadier general. He commanded units under General 

Sherman during the Atlanta campaign and the march to the 

sea. Before the war was over, he was promoted to a brevet 

major general. He left the Army in 1866. 

In 1869, President Ulysses S. Grant appointed Woods to 

the United States Circuit Court for the Fifth Circuit. In 

1880, Woods was nominated by President Rutherford B. 

Hayes to be an associate justice on the United States 

Supreme Court. This made him the first Supreme Court 

Justice to be appointed to the Court after the Civil War. 

Woods served on the Supreme Court until the time of his 

passing on May 14th, 1887. 

Woods was a member of Newark Lodge No. 69 

(renumbered to 97) in Newark, Ohio. 
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FROM THE CONSTITUTIONS OF 
MASONRY ADOPTED IN 1791 BY THE 

GRAND LODGE OF VIRGINIA 

 
MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 

Br. Norman Frederick Pedigo – 61 yrs 

Br. Carl Ray Beard – 57 yrs 

Br. David Clinton White – 56 yrs 

RW David Henry Smith, Sr. – 43 yrs 

Br. Robert Bruce Chadduck – 30 yrs 

Br. Eric Robert Guthrie – 24 yrs 

Br. Keith Andrew Carper – 17 yrs 

Br. Lukas Ernest Hoska, III – 16 yrs 

Br. Wayne Edward West – 6 yrs 

Br. Brandon Michael Cooper – 3 yrs 

Br. Zachary Phillip Brantley – 3 yrs 

Br. Michael Anthony Braun – 3 yrs 

Total Masonic Years:  319 

Whosoever from love of knowledge, interest, or 

curiosity, desires to be a Mason, is to know, that as his 

foundation and great cornerstone, he is to believe 

firmly in the Eternal God, and to pay that worship 

which is due to Him as the great Architect and 

Governor of the Universe. A Mason is also obliged by 

his tenure to observe the moral law, as a true Noachida 

(Sons of Noah, the first name for Free Mason); and if 

he rightly understands the Royal Art, he cannot tread 

in the irreligious paths of unhappy libertine, or stupid 

atheist; nor in any case, act against the great inward 

light of his own conscience. 

 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
 

“Courage is doing what you are afraid to do. There can 

be no courage unless you are scared.” 

Br. Edward Vernon Rickenbacker 

American fighter ace 

in World War I, 

Medal of Honor Recipient 

Rickenbacker was born on October 8, 

1890, in Columbus, Ohio. He became a 

well-known race car driver prior to 

World War I and raced at the 

Indianapolis 500 four times before the 

War earning the nickname “Fast Eddie.” 

In 1917, after the U.S. entered the War, Rickenbacker 

immediately enlisted. Eventually, they allowed him to get 

his wings. He became an ace almost immediately shooting 

down 5 enemy aircraft. By the end of the War, he was 

promoted to Captain and made the commander of his 

squadron. He flew more than 300 combat hours and shot 

down 26 enemy aircraft. 

In 1938, Rickenbacker purchased the Eastern Air Transport 

from General Motors, he was running the company for them 

at the time. The company eventually became Eastern Air 

Lines. Rickenbacker flew regularly on Eastern Air Lines 

flights. On February 26th, 1941, he was in a major crash just 

outside of Georgia. His injuries were so severe doctors and 

emergency crews thought he was dead, and it was reported 

in the media he had died in the crash. Despite his severe 

injuries in the crash, he is credited with helping people 

during the crash keeping their spirits up and telling those 

who were ambulatory what to do to help others, the whole 

time being pinned under debris. Rickenbacker suffered a 

stroke while in Switzerland seeking a special medical 

treatment for his wife. He later got pneumonia and pass 

away on July 23, 1973. 

Rickenbacker was a member of Kilwinning Lodge No. 297 

in Detroit, Michigan. 

 LODGE FINANCIAL CONDITION 

 There are lots of Brethren that cannot make it to the Lodge 

for our Stated Communication. As a result, MVL will 

publish summary financial information to the Brethren 

monthly. 

As of June 21, 2021 

Cash: 

Beginning Balance (at Jan. 21, 2021)  $ 11,230.74 

Revenue (YTD)  $ 23,801.03 

Expenses (YTD)  $  (9,460.62) 

Reserved for Sub-Accounts $  (4,539.00) 

Ending Balance (at July 21, 2021)  $ 21,032.15 

The following is July year to date comparison of actual 

operating results compared to the projected operating 

results Budget presented to the Lodge in 2020 by the Senior 

Warden. 
 

 Actual Budget Difference 

Revenues $20,396.69 $ 8,840.00 $11,556.69   

Expenses $  5,286.96 $ 7,409.93 $ (2,122.97) 

Net $15,109.73 $ 1,430.07 $13,679.66   

Revenues are way ahead of budget due to the money that 

the Lodge received from the oil and gas rights bequeathed 

to the Lodge. Subtracting out the bequest, revenues are 

$606.69 ahead of the year-to-date budget. Flea Market 

revenue continues to be strong while Lodge expenses 

continue to be a lot less then budget. The low expenses has 

allowed us to spend money on maintenance of the Temple. 

 

 

TIME CAPSULE 

Mount Vernon Lodge No. 219 was chartered by the Grand 

Lodge of Virginia on February 17, 1961. 2021 marks the 

60th Anniversary of the Lodge. Thanks to a donation from 

WB Tillery, we have a time capsule to fill. Our Senior 

Steward, Marc Sanders, will be heading up the efforts to 

fill the time capsule in time for a dedication of the capsule 

in November 2021. 
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