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FROM THE EAST  FROM THE SECRETARY 

Trying times for many of us who deployed to Afghanistan. 

Was it worth it?  Honor and shame, two sides of the same 

coin, are on full display.  If a person has no sense of honor, 

they’ll have no sense of shame, and to them these recent, far 

off events will mean little.  Masons, though, are honorable 

men, or they would not have made it through the West Gate. 

So, it stands to reason that we are more apt to be impacted 

by recent events.  We need to remember just how important 

the leadership and guidance of Freemasons are to our 

country.  As has been the case in every critical period in our 

nation’s history, Brethren have help shepherd our citizens 

past troubled times.  Sadly, the fights against terrorism, 

oppression, and ignorance will continue, as will the need for 

the continued sacrifice of our young men and women, and 

the steadfast leadership by members of the Craft.  In my 

mind, the sacrifice of the Afghanistan veteran, military and 

civilian, helped keep the homeland free of a second 9-11 

attack.  In the face of hard news, it is important we keep the 

faith in our country and its values, lead where appropriate 

and set the example, knowing we will continue to be tested.  

“Every human being has a claim upon our kind offices…” 

August was busier than I had planned it to be last year when 

putting together our 2021 program of work.  The Flea Market 

was another successful fundraising event, and we had a 

nicely attended Stated.  My impression that most would be 

on needed vacation after a year of CV19 restrictions, proved 

not to be true.  I suspect many still need that vacation but 

have deferred it a year.   

Brother Christian has an aggressive fraternal visit schedule, 

please attend, and meet other northern Virginia Masons. 

Lastly, a friendly reminder on behalf of our Senior Steward, 

Brother Marc. Please think about what you may want to add 

to our Lodge’s time capsule. It will be sealed after the 

November, to be opened at the February Stated in 2061, the 

100th Anniversary of the Chartering of Mount Vernon 

Lodge. My thanks to the brethren who have already 

contributed and to Worshipful Brother Tillery for purchasing 

 Due to a very generous donation received this month 

we are within $500 of purchasing a Life membership 

in Perpetuity for a member who is having financial 

difficulty. If you would like to contribute to assist us 

in this endeavor, please do so as soon as possible.  

We’d like to reach our goal by October. Donations 

may be sent to the lodge P.O. Box. 

Again, if you do not have a dues card with “2021” on 

it, please remit your payment of $150 to the lodge so 

that you may remain a member in good standing.  Your 

dues play a vital role in supporting your lodge and its 

efforts. Dues notices for 2022 and any in arrears will 

be mailed in November.  Have you considered a Life 

membership in Perpetuity?  For more information on 

this program, feel free to contact me. 

Please let the lodge know if you are suffering from an 

illness or hardship. Your fraternity is here to assist you 

and we want to express our concern and support when 

needed. 

FROM THE EAST (CONT.) 

the capsule. 

Let’s have a great September, beginning with a well-

supported Flea Market on 18 Sep, representation at the 

Grand Masters Official Visit that same day, and our first 

degree in well over a year on the 20th.  We’ll wrap up 

September with our Stated on the 27th and a program 

centered future plans for our Temple and ideas on raising 

capital for needed improvements. 

 Address Changes – Stay Connected 

 If you have moved or know of someone that has 

moved or recently passed, please email the Secretary 

at mszramoski@scottishrite.org with updated info. 

LODGE CONTACT INFORMATION 

Worshipful Master: Charles T. Cleveland – wm@mtvernon219.org 

Secretary: Matthew T. Szramoski - mszramoski@scottishrite.org or 703-347-9549 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 74 - Mount Vernon, VA 22122 

mailto:mszramoski@scottishrite.org
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LODGE EDUCATION NOTE  long, proud, and sacred pedigree. When Freemasonry 

became a philosophical organization in the 1700s, the 

Masons who developed the ceremonies and practices of 

the fraternity seized on the symbolism of Solomon’s 

Temple to help teach moral and spiritual ideas. A lodge 

room contains much that is based on interpretations of 

descriptions of Solomon’s Temple. 

Lodge rooms are usually oriented east to west the same as 

King Solomon’s Temple. Ancient temples were 

constructed this way to be aligned with the east-to-west 

path of the sun. Even if a Masonic building actually faces 

north or south, when you walk into the lodge room, you 

will be symbolically facing the east. 

Officers have chairs in specific positions in the lodge 

room. The Master is in the east, on a raised platform of 

three steps. The Senior Warden is in the west on a platform 

of two steps, and the Junior Warden is in the south on one 
step. The steps symbolize the progression of life: youth, 

manhood, and age, like the three degrees of Freemasonry. 

But why is the north so often overlooked? During 

initiation, Masons are taught the North is Masonically a 

place of darkness. This is explained in the ritual by 

describing the orientation of King Solomon's Temple and 

stating the location prevented the rays of the sun at 

meridian height from entering a north window. This 

explanation is based upon natural phenomena. 

As Masonry moved from the operative to the speculative, 

it was natural that the north would continue to 

symbolically represent the darkness. As such, the north 

represents the profane world and symbolizes ignorance, as 

study and examination are not possible in darkness. It is 

fitting this symbol is presented to the Entered Apprentice  

(continued on Page 3) 

How is a Lodge Situated? 
This month, we will continue our discussion of a lodge started 

in the January Trestleboard by looking at how a lodge is 

situated. 

As I discussed in the January Trestleboard, technically, a 

lodge of Freemasons can be said to meet as a lodge in a lodge. 

In this context, the word “lodge” refers to a local chapter of 

Freemasons, meeting as a body, and refers to the building or 

room that Masons meet in. Masonic premises are also 

sometimes referred to as temples (“of Philosophy and the 

Arts”). Several different lodges, or other Masonic 

organizations, may even use the same premises at different 

times. 

This Lodge Education Note is going to discuss the lodge room 

in a structure where Masons meet. This physical “lodge 

room”, or “lodge” is the properly arranged and furnished 

room where the lodge meets. 

To understand how a Masonic lodge is situated, you first must 

understand that many of the details in a lodge room are 

patterned after aspects of King Solomon’s Temple, as 

described in the Bible and other historical records. 

Freemasonry teaches by symbolism, and much of which is 

based upon the accounts of Solomon’s Temple. Built in the 

10th century B.C. on Mount Moriah in Jerusalem, Solomon 

built it as a temple to God and to store the sacred Ark of the 

Covenant, which housed the Ten Commandments. The 

details of Solomon’s Temple are described in the Bible in 1 

Kings and 2 Chronicles. In its time, the temple’s 

magnificence was known all over the ancient world. 

Early stonemasons claimed their guilds originated with the 

great construction projects of the Bible, to give themselves a 

 

LODGE CALENDAR 
(MAKE SURE YOU CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR OUR CONSTANT CONTACT CALENDAR UPDATES) 

September 2021  October 2021 
09/18 Mt Vernon Flea Market – 8am to 1pm  

 Volunteers Needed – Contact Br. Curtis Rothrock 

09/18  GM Area Visit: Alex Scottish Rite – 1:30pm 

09/19 Instruction Module – 8pm to 8:30pm 

 Masonic Awards 

09/22  District School: Springfield Lodge – 6:30pm 

09/25 District Picnic – Occoquan Lodge – 11am to 2pm 

09/27  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship & Dinner 

 10/11 Fraternal Visit – Occoquan Lodge 

10/13 Fraternal Visit – FH-S Daytime Lodge 

10/16 Mt Vernon Flea Market – 8am to 1pm  

 Volunteers Needed – Contact Br. Curtis Rothrock 

10/17 Instruction Module – 8pm to 8:30pm 

 Grand Annual Comm. - What is it?  Should I go? 

10/18 Fraternal Visit –John A. Lejeune Lodge 

10/25  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship & Dinner 

10/27  District School: Location TBD – 6:30pm 

10/30 5th Saturday Breakfast – 8:30am 

Catechism School Ritual School Leadership Meeting 
Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Catechism School will be held from 6:30pm 

until 7:30pm. Learn the questions to 

examine a candidate or give the return, or 

both. This is the first step to becoming a 

mentor to a new Mason. 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Lodge Ritual School will be held 

from 7:30pm until 8:30pm. All 

Lodge elected and appointed 

officers are expected to attend. 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  A 

Lodge Leadership Meeting will be held 

from 8:30pm until 9:00pm. All Lodge 

elected and appointed officers are 

expected to attend. 
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FREEMASONRY DURING WARTIME   

Befriend and Relieve Every Brother, Freemasonry 

During Wartime by Richard Eugene Shields, Jr. is a 

collection of stories 1st published in 1994. You may have 

heard of it as it has been reviewed by both The Northern 

Light and The Scottish Rite Journal. Below is an excerpt 

from the book. 

IT SHALL NOT BURN. After 4 years, the weary and 

almost defeated Confederate Army was retreating and 

leaving the Confederate capital of Richmond to its own 

fate. As the army retreated, fires broke out in all sections 

of the city. Hoodlums, deserters and criminals, with no 

law and order, began to pillage the city. 

Just as the city seemed doomed, a Union cavalry unit 

swung up Franklin Street. The bearded colonel looked 

warily at the riff raff around him who were about to fire 

a building which bore a sign saying “Masonic Hall.” 

Taking command of the moment, he halted his troopers 

and ordered that an adjutant “have all Masons wheel out 

of column.” Almost half of his force moved out. From 

this group he ordered a suitable guard to protect the 

Masonic Temple. The column reformed and resumed its 

ride. Later General Godfrey Weitzel, a Mason, gave the 

order, after a request by the lodge, to continue the guard. 

The building saved is said to have been the oldest purely 

Masonic building in America with records dating back 

to 1787, and the historic building itself was built in 1785 

by Richmond Lodge 10. The Grand Lodge assembled 

here after its formation in Williamsburg until its move 

in 1869. 

R.W. Houghton in a report relates a slightly different 

story to the saving of the lodge in Richmond, or he could 

be referring to a different building. Emanuel Semon 

reported that Major A.H. Stevens, the Provost marshal 

of Richmond, raised the first Union flags over the city 

of Richmond and that immediately after doing so went 

looking for the Masonic Lodge. Brother Semon was one 

of the first he met there and Semon stated that he had 

“guarded against the approach of cowans and 

eavesdroppers for the last 25 years.” Major Stevens 

immediately sent Semon a guard and made sure that the 

officer of the guard was a Mason. He also sent a guard 

to Semon’s home, Semon’s daughter’s home and to a 

number of other Masons’ homes in the city. 

A third account exists of the saving of the Masonic Hall. 

In history of Loge Francaise No. 53 A.F. & A.M. 

published in 1874 their Tiler, Brother Thomas Angel, 

was commended for the temple. Recognizing that his 

duties as Tiler not only pertained to “guarding the 

Entrance” but also to the general protection and 

“couvering” the lodge from all harm, Brother Angel 

 with “commendable zeal, energy and presence of 
mind” took action even with the Federal troops 
bearing down on the city of Richmond. After 
conversing with Grand Secretary Dove of the 
Virginia Grand Lodge, he proceeded to collect all the 
jewels and what closing he could find from every 
lodge in the City and deposited them in the Masonic 
Hall on Franklin Street. Angel then proceeded to 
dress himself in the “time-honored badge of a Mason” 
and took his place at the door of the Temple. The 
Northern troops respected the guard placed at the 
Temple by Major Stevens. The guard under the 
command of another Mason, Sergeant Gibbs, 
remained with Brother Angel day and night for three 
months. 

LODGE EDUCATION NOTE (CONT.) 

during his initiation. In this act, the candidate enters a new 
stage of his life dedicated to improving himself morally 
and seeking a better understanding of his relationship with 
the Creator. As such he seeks enlightenment, leaving 
behind the darkness of ignorance. As Masons we should 
remember our continued quest for self-development and 
personal growth. 

 THIS MONTH IN MASONIC HISTORY 

Harland David Sanders was born on September 9, 1890 

near Henryville, Indiana. Harland Sanders was an 

American entrepreneur and fast-food icon. 

In 1906, Sanders forged his age on enlistment paperwork 

and served for less than a year in the United States Army. 

He served in Cuba. After his enlistment ended, he got a job 

in the railroad industry and worked for various railroads 

over most of the next decade. He later went into the life 

insurance business. He studied law through a 

correspondence course, eventually being able to practice 

law in the state of Arkansas. All of those careers had ended 

in the same way, including his legal career. They ended 

with a brawl with a co-worker or in the case of his legal 

practice a brawl with a client in court. 

In 1935, Sanders was made an honorary colonel by the 

Governor of Kentucky. In 1950, he was "recommissioned" 

as a colonel and it was then Sanders truly began to adopt 

the well-known persona of Colonel Sanders. 

In 1939, Sanders acquired a motel and ran it with his 

mistress and soon to be wife. Through the 1940's the 

couple ran the motel and perfected his "special recipe" 

which included a faster way of cooking chicken in a 

pressure cooker. In 1952, he franchised his first “Kentucky 

Fried Chicken.” By 1964, the franchise had grown to 600 

restaurants in several different countries including 

England and Canada. 

Sanders passed away on December 16th, 1980. Sanders 

was raised in Lodge No. 651 in Indiana in 1919. He later 

affiliated with Hugh Harris Lodge No. 938 in Kentucky. 
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FROM THE CONSTITUTIONS OF 
MASONRY ADOPTED IN 1791 BY THE 

GRAND LODGE OF VIRGINIA 

 
MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 

Br. Henry Handley Ward, Jr. - 73 years 

RW William Arthur Shortt - 66 years 

Br. Richard Allen Gipson - 52 years 

WB Arthur Cardoso Ferreira - 47 years 

Br. Otto Henry Kittel, Jr. - 39 years 

Br. Richard Thomas Purkins - 32 years 

Br. Armand Ambrose Scott Cerrone - 20 years 

Br. William Blake Allen III - 20 years 

Br. Jose Antonio Diaz - 4 years 

Br. Alexander Loran Szramoski - 2 years 

Total Masonic Years:  335 

[A Mason] will likewise shun the gross errors of bigotry and 

superstition; making a due use of his own reason, according 

to that liberty wherewith a Mason is made free. For although 

in ancient times the Christian Masons were charged to 

comply with the usages of the countries where they 

sojourned or worked (being found in all nations, and of 

diverse religions and persuasions), yet it is now thought 

only expedient that the Brethren in general should only be 

charged to adhere to the essentials of religion, in which all 

men agree, leaving each Brother to his own private 

judgment as to particular modes and forms. Whence it 

follows that all Masons are to be good men and true-men of 

honor and honesty, by whatever religious names or 

persuasions distinguished; always following that golden 

precept, of “doing unto all men as (upon a change of 

conditions) they would that all men should do unto them.” 

 

LODGE FINANCIAL CONDITION 

There are lots of Brethren that cannot make it to the Lodge 

for our Stated Communication. As a result, MVL will 

publish summary financial information to the Brethren 

monthly. 

As of August 21, 2021 

Cash: 

Beginning Balance (at Jan. 21, 2021)  $ 11,230.74 

Revenue (YTD)  $ 26,440.35 

Expenses (YTD)  $(10,318.17) 

Reserved for Sub-Accounts $  (4,539.00) 

Ending Balance (at August 21, 2021)  $ 22,813.92 

The following is August year to date comparison of actual 

operating results compared to the projected operating 

results Budget presented to the Lodge in 2020 by the Senior 

Warden. 
 

 Actual Budget Difference 

Revenues $21,042.35 $10,360.00 $11,681.35   

Expenses $  6,659.51 $  8,859.91 $ (2,200.40) 

Net $14,381.84 $  1,500.09 $12,881.75   

Revenues are way ahead of budget due to the money that 

the Lodge received from the oil and gas rights bequeathed 

to the Lodge. Subtracting out the bequest, revenues are 

$268.65 behind the year-to-date budget. Flea Market 

revenue continues to be strong while Lodge expenses 

continue to be a lot less then budget. The low expenses 

have allowed us to spend money on maintenance and 

improvements to the Temple. 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
 

“It is something great and greatening to cherish an 

ideal; to act in the light of truth that is far-away and far 

above; to set aside the near advantage, the momentary 

pleasure; the snatching of seeming good to self; and to 

act for remoter ends, for higher good, and for interests 

other than our own.” 

Br. Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain 

Colonial in the Union Army 

Governor of Main 

Professor at Bowdoin College 

Chamberlain was born on September 8th, 1828, in Brewer, 

Maine. He was serving as a Professor at Bowdoin College 

when the Civil War broke out. Chamberlain enlisted in the 

Union army. During the Civil War, he was wounded several 

times and he had his horse shot out from underneath him six 

times. His most notable battle was during the Battle of 

Gettysburg, where as a Colonel he led the 20th Maine into 

battle against the Confederate forces at Little Round Top. 

Chamberlain was also tasked with leading the Confederate 

soldiers who surrendered at the Appomattox Courthouse. 

Without orders, he ordered his own men to come to attention 

along the parade route to the surrender and as the 

Confederate soldiers passed, he ordered his men to go to 

“carry arms” to salute the Confederate soldiers. There were 

many Unionists who did not approve of this action. Most 

felt it was the honorable thing to do to salute the 

Confederate soldiers and their efforts during the war. 

After the war, Chamberlain returned to Maine where he was 

elected to four consecutive one-year terms as Governor. 

Chamberlain passed away on February 24th, 1914. He was 

a member of United Lodge No. 8 in Brunswick, Maine. 

 

 

 

 

TIME CAPSULE 

Mount Vernon Lodge No. 219 was chartered by the Grand 

Lodge of Virginia on February 17, 1961. 2021 marks the 

60th Anniversary of the Lodge. Thanks to a donation from 
WB Tillery, we have a time capsule to fill. Our Senior 

Steward, Marc Sanders, will be heading up the efforts to 

fill the time capsule in time for a dedication of the capsule 

in November 2021. If you have items for the time 

capsule, please get them to the Lodge ASAP. 
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