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FROM THE EAST  FROM THE SECRETARY 

We received an excellent informative and measured briefing 

on the beginnings of a plan for the Temple.  WB Mike 

Zarlenga and some of the senior brethren have built off the 

work of past masters and have built a workable framework 

that will allow the membership to participate in decision 

making on larger capital maintenance and improvement 

projects.  I want to also thank WB Ron Elliot, RW, Mike 

King, and Bro. Luis Vega for their work on the committee.  

Bro. Christian, should he be elected to the East in December, 

will look to keep this committee together for his year in order 

to continue its good work. 

We are very busy this month.  A called communication 

initiated two new members to our Lodge on 11 Oct.  The 

Flea Market was 18 Oct and was under the able leadership 

of Bro. John Marley, Junior Deacon, aided by a Flea Market 

veteran, WB John Dahik.  Our Stated is on 25 Oct and will 

be Wardens Night.  Bro. Christian will present the proposed 

budget for 2022 and WB John Tillery will discuss Ham 

Radio operations, in keeping the theme for next year, 

Preparedness. 30 Oct is our last Fifth Saturday Breakfast 

courtesy of RW Matt Szramoski. Please bring your friends 

and family.   

Masonry has come to play a significant part of my life.  It 

wasn’t always that way.  Raised in 1995 at Mt Vernon 

Lodge, I left shortly after and unfortunately never felt 

confident or comfortable enough to visit another Lodge.  

Mount Vernon was and will always remain my home lodge.  

I am comfortable there, knowing the brethren would always 

welcome me back and that I could get brushed up enough so 

not to embarrass myself too badly. 

I lost fully twenty years of masonic learning, only picking it 

up again when we moved back to the neighborhood 

following retirement.  Hindsight being 20/20, knowing now 

what I missed, I would have tried harder to attend over the 

years.  There are more than a handful who, like me, are 

reluctant to come back and become more so as time passes.  

Let’s all do more to bring those reluctant Brethren back to 

 I want to thank all the brethren who assisted with 

purchasing the Life Membership in Perpetuity for our 

brother in some distress.  We have raised the amount 

needed and the funds have been sent to the Grand 

Lodge.  Your generosity is a great example of brethren 

fulfilling their obligations and practicing 

Freemasonry! 

If you haven’t been to lodge lately, next time you come 

please check out the improvements.  We have replaced 

the countertops in the kitchen, done some paint touch 

ups and other repairs.  We will soon begin a project to 

renovate both upstairs restrooms.  If you would like to 

make a donation to help defray the expenses of this 

project, please send your contribution to:  Mount 

Vernon Lodge, PO Box 74, Mount Vernon, VA 

22122.  Donations of any size are most appreciated. 

We still have quite a few brethren who have not yet 

paid their 2021 dues.  If you have not, please submit 

your payment of $150 to the secretary ASAP.  If you 

are having trouble paying your dues, please reach out 

to me. 

FROM THE EAST (CONT.) 

masonry.  They and our own members who for any number 

of reasons do not feel a desire to return to lodge need to 

know that we are always welcoming no matter how long 

you have been gone.  Such outreach and consideration is in 

keeping with our being Virginia’s Friendliest Masonic 

Lodge. 

 Address Changes – Stay Connected 

 If you have moved or know of someone that has 

moved or recently passed, please email the Secretary 

at mszramoski@scottishrite.org with updated info. 

LODGE CONTACT INFORMATION 

Worshipful Master: Charles T. Cleveland – wm@mtvernon219.org 

Secretary: Matthew T. Szramoski - mszramoski@scottishrite.org or 703-347-9549 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 74 - Mount Vernon, VA 22122 

mailto:mszramoski@scottishrite.org
mailto:wm@mtvernon219.org
mailto:mszramoski@scottishrite.org


LODGE EDUCATION NOTE  John the Baptist was an extremely moral and righteous 

man. Here was a man who held himself to the highest 

standards, standards he was unwilling to compromise. 

John the Baptist spoke out in public against any lack of 

morals in society and even condemned the king publicly 

for his lack of morals. Later he would condemn both the 

king and queen to their face for their lack of morality. 

For calling out the king and queen, John was imprisoned. 

He was given the chance to recant his accusations, 

knowing that his death would be certain if he refused. John 

the Baptist preferred death to compromising his morality 

or his virtues, not unlike a certain widow's son. 

John the Evangelist dedicated his life to charity and 

brotherly love. He spoke and wrote about caring for the 

widow and orphan, brotherly love, and charity. The 

traditions surrounding John the Evangelist are all ones of 

giving to the less fortunate and forgiving and upholding 

others.  

Therefore, our lodges are dedicated to virtue and brotherly 

love and charity. Masonically, these men represent two 

extremes of our nature. John the Baptist our desire for a 

correct moral and upright walk. John the Evangelist, our 

desire for brotherly love and to be of service to all 

mankind.  Both were zealots to their passions. 

As we travel the circle embordered by the two 

perpendicular parallel lines, we touch upon morality and 

we touch upon charity. It is easy to become overzealous 

about both of these. The circle represents the due bounds 

in which we should attempt to live. Warning us to emulate 

the virtues of the Holy Saints John but to guard against the 

zealous nature of them both. The Holy Bible serving as a 

guide for employing both in due measure. 

To Whom Dedicated? 
This month, we will continue our discussion of a lodge started 

in the January Trestleboard by looking at how to whom a 

Masonic lodge is dedicated.  If you remember the discussion 

about what is a lodge contained in the January Trestleboard, 

for purposes of this discussion, a lodge is a physical building 

or structure where Masons meet. 

In ancient times, if a building were not for sacred use then it 

was usually just dedicated. If a building had a sacred purpose, 

then it was consecrated to God and dedicated to an idea, a 

virtue, or a person who embodied that idea or virtue. Masonic 

temples are seen as sacred places amongst the craft so are 

both dedicated and consecrated. 

Lodges were anciently dedicated to King Solomon, who was 

said to have been our first Most Excellent Grand Master. But, 

in modern times, Masons dedicate theirs to St. John the 

Baptist and St. John the Evangelist, who were said to be two 

eminent Christian patrons of Masonry. Since dedicating the 

lodge to the Holy Saints Johns, there is, or ought to be, 

represented in every regular and well-governed lodge a 

certain Point within a Circle. The Point representing an 

individual brother, the Circle the boundary line of his duty, 

beyond which he is never to suffer his passions or prejudices 

to betray him. This Circle is embordered by two 

perpendicular parallel lines, representing St. John the Baptist 

and St. John the Evangelist.  Upon the top rests the Holy 

Bible. In passing around this circle, Masons necessarily touch 

upon both lines, as well as upon the Holy Bible. If a Mason 

keeps himself thus circumscribed, it is impossible that he 

should materially err. 

But why the Holy Saints John? Why John the Baptist and 

John the Evangelist? 

 

LODGE CALENDAR 
(MAKE SURE YOU CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR OUR CONSTANT CONTACT CALENDAR UPDATES) 

October 2021  November 2021 
10/11 Fraternal Visit – Occoquan Lodge 

10/13 Fraternal Visit – FH-S Daytime Lodge 

10/16 Mt Vernon Flea Market – 8am to 1pm  

10/17 Instruction Module – 8pm to 8:30pm 

 Grand Annual Comm. - What is it?  Should I go? 

10/25  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship & Dinner 

10/27  District School: Location FHS-DTL – 6:30pm 

10/30 5th Saturday Breakfast – 8:30am 

 11/03- Grand Annual Communication – Richmond, VA 

11/07 Hilton Richmond Hotel & Spa 

 Exemplification of the Degrees – 11/03 & 11/04 

See the Grand Lodge Website for More Details 

11/21 Instruction Module – 8pm to 8:30pm 

 Grand Lodge Training/Education Programs 

11/22  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship & Dinner 

11/24  District School – most likely will be cancelled or 

date moved. 

 

Catechism School Ritual School Leadership Meeting 
Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Catechism School will be held from 6:30pm 

until 7:30pm. Learn the questions to 

examine a candidate or give the return, or 

both. This is the first step to becoming a 

mentor to a new Mason. 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Lodge Ritual School will be held 

from 7:30pm until 8:30pm. All 

Lodge elected and appointed 

officers are expected to attend. 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  A 

Lodge Leadership Meeting will be held 

from 8:30pm until 9:00pm. All Lodge 

elected and appointed officers are 

expected to attend. 
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FREEMASONRY DURING WARTIME   

Befriend and Relieve Every Brother, Freemasonry During 
Wartime by Richard Eugene Shields, Jr. is a collection of 

stories 1st published in 1994. You may have heard of it as it 

has been reviewed by both The Northern Light and The 

Scottish Rite Journal. Below is an excerpt from the book. 

DON’T SHOOT, HE’S A MASON. John Swearingen of Mt. 

hood Lodge No. 157, Portland, Oregon had only proceeded 

to the Fellowcraft Degree when he was shipped to North 

Africa during World War II. Along with a buddy, they came 

upon a group of German soldiers who saw them at the same 

time. Swearingen raised his gun at about the same time that 

one of the Germans said something in English. Swearingen’s 

buddy told him not to shoot. “He’s a Mason.” Being only a 

Fellowcraft, he did not know the words of distress of a Master 

Mason, and thus could not recognize the German as a Mason. 

The buddy Masonicly satisfied himself that the German was 

indeed a Mason and then they took the Germans back to the 

Provost Marshal. As best as Swearingen can remember, the 

German was a member of a lodge in Germany that had gone 

underground when Hitler came to power. 

HE DIDN’T TEAR IT UP. Tom Elmore of South Carolina 

was sponsored for membership in Earlwood Lodge 371 in 

Columbia, South Carolina, by a gentleman who was a 

paratrooper during World War II.  This Brother knew a pilot 

and/or officer of the United States who was captured by the 

Germans. One day a Nazi officer interrogated the American. 

During the interrogation he took the American’s wallet and 

proceeded to slowly tear up his papers, cards, photos of his 

family, everything that could remind him of home and family. 

Everything the American knew and loved was represented by 

the things in his wallet, and they were being torn up right in 

front of his eyes. Suddenly, the German stopped. He had 

come upon the American’s Masonic lodge card. He handed 

the card and the wallet to the American, gave a sign to identify 

himself as a Mason and walked out of the room. The 

American was never again singled out for any kind of 

excessive punishment. 

JAPANESE MASON? Peter Westbere of Wellington Lodge 

#271 Ontario, Canada relates a story that he had heard that 

occurred in the Philippines during World War II. A Philippino 

Mason had his home ransacked several times by the Japanese. 

One time an older Japanese soldier found some of his 

Masonic records and knew what they were. As he covered 

them back up, he smiled at the Philippino and left the home. 

The Philippino always felt that the soldier had been a Mason 

or had been helped by Masons before the warlords banned 

Masonry in Japan. 

A GREEK PARTISAN. When Bob Tucker of Baltimore, 

Maryland was a candidate for the degrees of Masonry in the 

1960s, one of the members of the lodge told his experiences 

as a Greek partisan during World War II. The Greek partisan 

had been captured by the German Army and had found 

himself lined up against a wall to be shot along with his 

companions. One of the German officers came up to him and 

 inquired about the ring on his finger. The ring was his 
father’s Masonic ring. The German had him removed from 
the line. 

ON THE CASSINO LINE. Later in World War II, John 
Swearingen approached an older gentleman in Italy 
wearing a rather large Masonic Square and Compass 
emblem on his coat. Swearingen asked him if he was a 
Mason and the Italian thought he was going to hurt him. 
When they went overseas, Swearingen and the other 
members of his lodge had been given a special card to 
carry. Swearingen showed this card to the gentleman who 
looked relieved seeing the Masonic markings and then 
produced a patent from the Grand Lodge of Rome. 

 THIS MONTH IN MASONIC HISTORY 

Robert Macoy was an Irish-born American publisher born 

on October 4, 1815 and the founder of Macoy Publishing 

and Masonic Supply Co. 

Macoy was born in Armagh, Ulster County, Ireland. His 

family moved to the United States when he was just four 

months old. He received in an extensive education in the 

United States and when he was able entered the printing 

business. He remained in the printing business his entire 

life. 

Macoy was close friends with Rob Morris, the founder of 

the Order of Eastern Star. The two families often traveled 

together, Macoy being in New York and Morris in 

Kentucky. As Morris worked to develop his idea of having 

an organization for female relatives of Freemasons he hit 

road block. Morris turned all of his material over to Macoy 

who was able to develop an effective ritual. It is believed 

the final version was published in 1869, although there are 

some claims they have copies dated two to three years 

earlier. Regardless of the of the official date, the ritual 

Macoy developed is the basis of all of the ritual for the 

Order of the Eastern Star. 

It was also in 1869 Macoy published his book A 

Dictionary of Freemasonry which was a combination of 

his own work and other materials. 

After helping to establish the Order of the Eastern Star, 

Macoy started the Order of the Amaranth. It was originally 

meant as a follow-on organization to the Order of the 

Easter Star and was based on an organization created in 

the 1600's by Queen Christina of Sweden, the original 

order only lasted a year when Queen Christina was forced 

to abdicate her throne. 

Macoy joined Freemasonry in 1948. He first joined 

Lebanon Lodge No. 191 in New York City, New York. He 

then affiliated with Adelphic Lodge No. 348. He was also 

a member of the Orient Chapter No. 138 Royal Arch 

Masons, he later helped found Adelphic Chapter No. 150. 

He was also a member of Cryptic Masons and Knights 

Templar. He also served two terms Deputy Grand Master 

of New York. Macoy passed away on January 9th, 1895. 
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FROM THE CONSTITUTIONS OF 
MASONRY ADOPTED IN 1791 BY THE 
GRAND LODGE OF VIRGINIA 

 
MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 

Br. Benjamin Basil Albert - 69 yrs 

WB Ronald Gene Elliott, Sr. - 59 yrs 

WB Stanley Rae Stewart - 48 yrs 

Br. William Thomas Spencer - 48 yrs 

Br. Karl Luke Park, Jr. - 47 yrs 

RW Robert George Mertz, Jr. - 28 yrs 

Br. Steven Michael Wendelin - 23 yrs 

Br. Ronald Paul Miklovic, II - 23 yrs 

WB Philip Sylvester Downs, Jr. - 22 yrs 

Br. David Earl Thompson - 18 yrs 

Br. Anthony Keith Feigenblatt - 15 yrs 

Br. Roman Ortega, Jr. - 14 yrs 

Br. Mark Alexander Keagle - 7 yrs 

Br. Curtis Everett Rothrock - 4 yrs 

Br. Spencer Luis Vega - 1 yr 

Br. Marc Wade Sanders - 1 yr 

Br. Billy Christopher Smith - 1 yr 

Br. John Brother Marley - 1 yr 

Br. Colin Eliot Chatfield - 1 yr 

Total Masonic Years:  335 

From the quiet and meek nature of true Masons, and their 

constant desire to adorn countries where they reside with all 

useful arts, crafts, and improvements, they have been from 

the earliest ages, encouraged and protected by the wisest of 

rulers of states and commonwealths; who have likewise 

thought it an honor to have their names enrolled among the 

Fraternity. And thus Masonry having always flourished 

most in the most flourishing and peaceable times of every 

country, and having often suffered in a particular manner 

through the calamitous effects of war, bloodshed, and 

devastation, the Craftsmen are, therefore, the more strongly 

engaged to act agreeably to the rules of their art, in 

practicing peace and love, as far as possible, with all men. 

 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

“Without a strong educational system — free of government 

control — democracy is crippled. Knowledge is not only the 

key to power. It is the citadel of human freedom.” 

MWB Harry S. Truman 

33rd President of the United States 

Colonel in the U.S. Army Reserves 

Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Missouri 

MWB Harry S. Truman served as the Grand Master of the 

Grand Lodge of Missouri from 1940 to 1941 and was a 

member of many Orders even while serving as Senator, 

Vice President, and President. On February 9th, 1909, he 

received his first degree after petitioning Belton Lodge No. 

450 in Belton, MO. On May 18th, 1959, MWB Truman was 

presented with the fifty-years award being the only U.S. 

President to reach that golden anniversary in Freemasonry. 

Through the York Rite he received the Chapter and Council 

degrees in Kansas City in 1919, and in 1923 was honored as 

a Knight Companion of the Red Cross of Constantine. 

While his primary interest was the Blue Lodge, he also was 

honored in the Scottish Rite by being coronated as a 33* 

Honorary in October of 1945 for both his service to 

Freemasonry and the United States.  

On December 26th, 1972, Harry S. Truman passed away in 

Kansas City, MO due to complications from pneumonia at 

the age of 88.  

LODGE FINANCIAL CONDITION 

There are lots of Brethren that cannot make it to the Lodge 

for our Stated Communication. As a result, MVL will 

publish summary financial information to the Brethren 

monthly. 

As of September 21, 2021 

Cash: 

Beginning Balance (at Jan. 21, 2021)  $ 11,230.74 

Revenue (YTD)  $ 27,787.78 

Expenses (YTD)  $(24,962.30) 

Reserved for Sub-Accounts $  (2,909.00) 
Ending Balance (at Sept 21, 2021)  $ 11,147.22 

The following is September year to date comparison of 

actual operating results compared to the projected 

operating results Budget presented to the Lodge in 2020 by 

the Senior Warden. 
 

 Actual Budget Difference 

Revenues $21,733.78 $11,535.00 $10,198.78   

Expenses $17,403.64  $10,099.90 $ (7,303.74) 

Net $  4,330.14 $  1,435.10 $  2,895.04   

Revenues are way ahead of budget due to the money that 

the Lodge received from the oil and gas rights bequeathed 

to the Lodge. Subtracting out the bequest, revenues are 

$751.22 behind the year-to-date budget. Expenses saw a 

large increase as the Lodge voted to move $10,000 from 

the Lodge checking account to two accounts managed by 

the Trustees. Flea Market revenue continues to be strong 

while ordinary Lodge expenses continue to be a lot less 

then budget. 

 

 

 

TIME CAPSULE  

Mount Vernon Lodge No. 219 was chartered by the 

Grand Lodge of Virginia on February 17, 1961. 2021 

marks the 60th Anniversary of the Lodge. Thanks to a 

donation from WB Tillery, we have a time capsule to 

fill. Our Senior Steward, Marc Sanders, will be 

heading up the efforts to fill the time capsule in time 

for a dedication of the capsule in November 2021. If 

you have items for the time capsule, please get them 

to the Lodge ASAP. 

 

Vol. 2. No. 10 Page 4 October 2021 


