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FROM THE EAST  FROM THE SECRETARY 

Merry Christmas! For many our warmest memories are of 

times spent with loved ones during this time of year.  We 

cherish them, hold on to them, and no matter what has 

changed in our lives over the rest of the year, we try to 

regenerate the warmth and love of our family Christmas 

traditions.  But family comes in different forms.  For some 

of us our units became another family.  Shared hardship, to 

include Christmases deployed away from our “first” 

families, build family bonds.  I just enjoyed a Christmas 

tradition unique to my military family and over the years 

these have taken on deeper personal meaning. 

We are fortunate as Masons to belong to another very special 

family, our Masonic fraternity.  We should see our Lodge 

and the Fraternity as another family.  Families, of course, 

take work but the results of building a Masonic sense of 

family can be especially powerful.  It makes following 

through on our obligations to each other second nature.  

Naturally we take care of family.  We shall “befriend and 

relieve every brother who shall need our assistance,” is the 

sentiment in all healthy families.  Beyond our obligations, 

we have much that should bind us.  The shared learning of 

ritual, masonic tradition, and the enlightenment from the 

deeper lessons of the Craft, in addition to the shared 

challenges of maintaining the Temple and giving back to our 

Mount Vernon community.   If the lodge is not yet family to 

you, help us do what it takes to change that. 

My shortened year in the East is at its end and I want to thank 

the Brethren for their support.  I am especially proud of the 

line officers and have watched them step up to each of the 

leadership challenges they’ve been handed.  The future is 

bright as evidenced by their energy, passion, and dedication 

to the Craft.  I want to thank Christian for stepping in on 

numerous occasions to lead in my absence.  He will be an 

outstanding Master of our Lodge.  Bros Curtis and Alex will  

provide him with a great supporting cast of Wardens.  Two 

standouts this year have been Bros John Marley and Marc 

Sanders.  We could not have had any finer new members 

 Dues notices are being sent for 2022 and you may have 

already received one.  If you have not yet paid your 

2021 dues, your dues notice will include those as well.  

2022 dues are $155.  Checks should be made payable 

to Mount Vernon Lodge and mailed to Mount Vernon 

Lodge, P.O. Box 74, Mount Vernon, VA 22122. 

If you are having financial difficulty and cannot pay, 

please contact me directly at 703-347-9549 or 

mmva@yahoo.com. 

FROM THE EAST (CONT.) 

whose arrival to the Lodge could not have been timelier.  

Thank you both for your dedication and your energy.  You 

are examples to us all.  Thanks too to the “grey beards”, 

those past Masters from Mt Vernon and elsewhere who 

keep us straight and who helped when it was needed most.  

RW Mike King was a great advisor to me throughout the 

year and served as an example of what Masonry teaches to 

the entire lodge.  RWs Matt, Dave Smith, and Ranger Rob, 

thank you for the sage counsel, solicited and unsolicited.  I 

needed it all and appreciate it more now than at the time.  

And to Worshipful Bros John Dahik, John Wilson, Ron 

Elliott, John Tillery and Al Glaeser, you were true friends 

and made coming to Lodge (or Colorado Springs) a 

pleasure.  Lastly, WB Mike Zarlenga has been a steadfast 

friend and reliable hand over the past five years. Thank you 

for being forthright and honest always. I do want to 

recognize Grayson Koogle, John Killian, and Lee Sloppy, 

they continue to inspire and provide worthy examples for 

all at Mt. Vernon Lodge. 

We were shooting for 20 good men, from new to old, who 

would be active and engaged.  We got close this year and 

I’m confident the new Master will get there easily in 2022.  

The future is bright for Masonry on Illustrious Brother 

George Washington’s River Farm at Virginia’s Friendliest 

Masonic Lodge. 

 
 

LODGE CONTACT INFORMATION 

Worshipful Master: Charles T. Cleveland – wm@mtvernon219.org 

Secretary: Matthew T. Szramoski - mszramoski@scottishrite.org or 703-347-9549 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 74 - Mount Vernon, VA 22122 
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LODGE EDUCATION NOTE  and shortest days of the year. For thousands of years, these 

days were celebrated as pagan feast days all over the 

world, and they were especially important to farming 

societies, because they were the astronomical methods of 

determining planting seasons.” The “point within a circle” 

also has represented the alchemist’s attempt to produce 

gold from lead, which from a Masonic perspective is the 

effort to turn the rough ashlar into a perfect ashlar, or 

metaphorically to make good men better. 

The circle is a flawless form which signifies completeness, 

oneness, harmony and holiness, while the two parallel 

lines are said to represent the Saints John, and upon the 

vertex of the circle rests the Holy Scriptures. By this 

symbol, therefore, Masons acknowledge the Holy 

Scriptures and the two Saints.  

Consider how a “point within a circle” is displayed within 

our modern symbolic Lodge rooms. If you were to look 
down upon the closing of any Lodge under the authority 

of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, what would you find? At 

the center of this circle, the “point within the circle” lies 

the altar, upon which rests the Volume of Sacred Law. 

When we contemplate the Masonic symbol of the “point 

within a circle” and its parallel lines, we think also of the 

altar and the candidate receiving the degrees with the 

Brethren representing the two parallel lines. 

Freemasonry is the embodiment of mankind’s universal 

morals and values, which have one common feature, they 

are life protecting or life enhancing for all mankind, not 

just one portion of humanity. We calibrate our moral 

compasses by judging whether our actions are logical and 

psychologically healthy not just for us, but for all 

mankind. Our actions are our ethics. If we filter our 

thoughts and subsequent actions through the lens of right 

and wrong and then, if our actions are in accord with these 

universal ethical and moral values, we will be doing what 

is right. 

Hodapp suggests that the “point within a circle” is the 

(cont. on next page) 

Be “The Point Within a Circle” 
By David C. Wells, PM 

Our journey in Freemasonry starts with the Degree of Entered 

Apprentice, and so the ritual of the first degree informs us that 

becoming a Freemason is the beginning of a purposeful and 

laborious trek down a path adorned with symbols, a path well-

trod by countless others through the ages, to a place no living 

being has yet discovered. 

One of the symbols of the Degree of Entered Apprentice–the 

point within a circle–serves as a bridge from our non-Masonic 

to our Masonic experience, and also as a bridge from 

Operative to Speculative Masonry. The “Point within a 

Circle” is, in and of itself, a symbol-within-a-symbol–a visual 

symbolic representation linking our past to our present. This 

ancient, geometric Egyptian symbol binds the primary 

teachings and well-guarded secrets of ancient operative 

Masonry with the moral and philosophical underpinnings of 

modern speculative Masonry. It focuses us on the necessity 

of knowing the ancient Craft–if we are to begin to understand 

the modern Craft. 

The concept of a “point within a circle” or a circumpunct, is 

not a unique Masonic symbol; it has many ancient and 

modern meanings. It has been used as the symbol of God, 

used, for example, by the Egyptians to represent the sun god 

Ra; it is the sign of the Archangel Michael; it is the symbol of 

the Monad, the most primal aspect of God in Gnosticism; it 

is the sign of the divine order; and the symbol of the 

singularity point before the big bang, and, thus, the 

representation of that which was before the beginning. It has 

represented light, freedom, life, good, happiness, infinity, 

existence, and chaos. 

Some Masonic authors note that “the symbol is actually based 

on an old symbol of astrology and alchemy. The point in the 

center represented the Earth, which was thought to be the 

center of the universe. The heavens were believed to spin 

around the Earth, represented by the circle. The two lines 

represented the summer and winter solstices, the longest 

 

LODGE CALENDAR 
(MAKE SURE YOU CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR OUR CONSTANT CONTACT CALENDAR UPDATES) 

December 2021  January 2022 
12/20 Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship & Dinner 

 01/03 FC Degree Practice – 7:30pm 

01/10 Called Communication – 7:00pm 

01/24 Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship & Dinner 

Catechism School Ritual School Leadership Meeting 
Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Catechism School will be held from 6:30pm 

until 7:30pm. Learn the questions to 

examine a candidate or give the return, or 

both. This is the first step to becoming a 

mentor to a new Mason. 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Lodge Ritual School will be held 

from 7:30pm until 8:30pm. All 

Lodge elected and appointed 

officers are expected to attend. 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  A 

Lodge Leadership Meeting will be held 

from 8:30pm until 9:00pm. All Lodge 

elected and appointed officers are 

expected to attend. 
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FREEMASONRY DURING WARTIME  LODGE EDUCATION NOTE (CONT.) 

Befriend and Relieve Every Brother, Freemasonry During 
Wartime by Richard Eugene Shields, Jr. is a collection of 

stories 1st published in 1994. You may have heard of it as it 

has been reviewed by both The Northern Light and The 

Scottish Rite Journal. Below is an excerpt from the book. 

CAPTIAN OF THE SEA EAGLE. Felix von Luckner was a 

German naval hero of World War I. He also was a big hero 

of World War 2 and also one of only a few German Masons 

to survive the war. 

In December 1916, using a three masted sailing ship, 

built in Scotland in 1888 and captured by the Germans 

while under a British flag, he was able to navigate 

through the British blockade of German ports and out to 

sea. In the next eighty-eight days, the Sea Eagle captured 

eleven Allied ships and sank ten of them without the loss 

of a life or a member of the crew or a captive. At one 

point, he had crowded 144 cats and over 400 people on 

his ship until they could be put ashore in South America. 

They were even allowed to freely roam the decks while 

at sea. Legend has it that he would not sink one of the 

captured ships until the Captain of the ship was able to 

find his false teeth. Thinking about how his. Own 

mother would feel if he were killed, he could not kill 

another. The Sea Eagle’s career was ended by a tidal 

wave which cash her ashore in the Pacific. The crew and 

captives were stuck on Mopelia Island of the Tahiti 

group until they were picked up. During this time period, 

he led church services and at these services the flags of 

each captive were allowed to be displayed. At the war’s 

end, he was a big hero in Germany who had lost the war. 

With the rise of Hitler, life became tough for von 

Luckner. He was accused of being an agent of 

propaganda for the Nazi’s, but in fact he was just the 

opposite. Von Luckner had been initiated in Zur 

Goldenen Kugel Lodge No. 66, Hamburg, on the 26th of 

May 1921 and was asked by Hitler to renounce his 

Freemasonry. He refused, and he refused to renounce the 

honorary citizenships he had received in many U.S. 

cities. Von Luckner’s influence as a hero must have been 

to great for Hitler to have been able to overcome. Hitler 

sent many Masons to the concentration camps but not 

von Luckner. In desperation, Hitler made life rough for 

von Luckner by doing such things as freezing his bank 

account. 

In 1943, von Luckner saved the life of a Jewish girl by 

giving her the passport of another that he found at a 

bomb site. The girl was able to get out of Germany and 

to the United States. After the war, she helped to smooth 

the way for von Luckner to visit the United States and 

other allied countries. 

 individual Mason who seeks to strike a balance between 

his zeal, as represented by John the Baptist, and his 

compassion, as represented by John the Evangelist. He 

calls this balance a “graphic representation of the 

conscience”.  

My personal reflections lead me to the belief that the 

“point” within the circle represents our individual soul. 

God’s grace, love, and forgiveness are the constructs of 

the circle, which know no beginning or end but rather are 

a continuation of a flawless and complete oneness. Our 

soul occupies the position as a point within the circle 

where we are surrounded by the grace, love and 

forgiveness of the Supreme Architect of the Universe. We 

do not know when the hands of time will chime that 

magical hour which designates our earthly meridian, but if 

we apply the teachings found in the Volume of the Sacred 

Law, and remain within the two parallel lines, our time 

will be well spent. It is when we lose sight of the Volume 

of Sacred Law and the universal tenets of Freemasonry, 

and reach beyond the circle of morality, that we lose our 

moral bearings – and then we lose our way and ourselves. 

Each of us should use the symbolism of the point within 
the circle to guide us in building our own spiritual temple, 
but as Master Masons we should also shine the light of 
Freemasonry to illuminate the path for others. 

Excerpted from the Grand Lodge Website 

 THIS MONTH IN MASONIC HISTORY 

King George VI, the King of the United Kingdom and the 

Dominions of the British Commonwealth, was born on 

December 14, 1895. He was born Albert Frederick Arthur 

George at York Cottage on Sandringham Estate in 

Norfolk, England. At the time of his birth, he was known 

at the time was 4th in line for throne. 

In 1923, George VI married Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon. 

The marriage produced two children, Elizabeth and 

Margret. After their wedding, George and Elizabeth, or the 

Duke and Duchess of York, attended to royal duties. They 

traveled extensively and, much to George's dismay, it 

required him to give speeches. George VI struggled with 

public speaking in part due to a stammer. It was after a 

speech at the British Empire Exhibition in Wembley, an 

event which was catastrophic for George as well as his 

audience, he started working with a speech therapist. This 

was characterized in the movie "The King's Speech". 

In 1936 George V passed away and George's older brother 

became Edward VII. Less than a year later Edward VII 

abdicated his throne to marry his mistress, a divorced 

American socialite. This, reluctantly, ascended George VI 

to the throne. 

On February 6, 1952, George VI passed away and his 

daughter Queen Elizabeth II ascended to the throne. 

George VI was the Grand Master of Scotland during the 

first year of his reign. 
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FROM THE CONSTITUTIONS OF 
MASONRY ADOPTED IN 1791 BY THE 
GRAND LODGE OF VIRGINIA 

 
MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 

Br. Charles Robert Wallace - 53 yrs 

Br. Richard Edward Thurfield - 10 yrs 

WB Alfred Lawrence Glaeser, III - 9 yrs 

WB Michael William Zarlenga - 5 yrs 

Total Masonic Years:  277 

Every person desirous of being made a Free Mason in 

any Lodge, shall be proposed by a member thereof, 

who shall give an account of the candidate's name, age, 

quality, title, trade, place of residence, description of 

his person, and other requisites as mentioned in the 

foregoing sections. And it is generally required that 

such proposal be also seconded by some one or more 

members, who likewise know something of the 

candidate. Such proposal shall also be made in Lodge 

hours, at least one Lodge night before initiation, in 

order that the Brethren may have sufficient time and 

opportunity to make a strict inquiry into the morals, 

character, circumstances and connections of the 

candidate, for which purpose a special committee is 

sometimes appointed.  

 

ADDRESS CHANGES 

If you have moved or know of someone that has 

moved or recently passed, please email the Secretary 

at mszramoski@scottishrite.org with updated info. 

ELECTIONS AND INSTALLATION 

Mount Vernon Lodge No. 219 will hold elections at 

its Stated Communication on December 20, 2021. 

There will be closed installation immediately 

following the elections. All Master Masons are 

encouraged to attend. QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

“My brave fellows, you have done all I asked you to do, 

and more than can be reasonably expected; but your 

country is at stake, your wives, your houses and all that 

you hold dear. You have worn yourselves out with 

fatigues and hardships, but we know not how to spare 

you. If you will consent to stay one month longer, you 

will render that service to the cause of liberty, and to 

your country, which you probably can never do under 

any other circumstances.” 

Illustrious Brother George Washington 

1st President of the United States 

Commander in Chief of the Continental Army 

Less than a week after his successful surprise attack on 

the Hessians at Trenton, Washington and the American 

Army faced another crisis.  On the last day of 

December, the enlistments of many of his soldiers 

would be up.  The men were looking forward to going 

home, but if they left, Washington might not be able to 

continue the fight for freedom.  Lining up his 

command, he made a personal appeal for them to re-

enlist.  About half the men agreed to stay, making 

possible another victory just three days later at 

Princeton. 

George Washington joined the Masonic Lodge in 

Fredericksburg, Virginia, at the age of twenty in 1752.  

On April 28, 1788, Edmund Randolph, Grand Master 

of Masons in Virginia, grants a charter to Alexandria 

Lodge as the twenty-second lodge in Virginia. The 

charter names George Washington as the lodge’s 

Worshipful Master. This charter is still in use by 

Alexandria-Washington Lodge № 22. 

LODGE FINANCIAL CONDITION 

There are lots of Brethren that cannot make it to the Lodge 

for our Stated Communication. As a result, MVL will 

publish summary financial information to the Brethren 

monthly. 

As of November 21, 2021 

Cash: 

Beginning Balance (at Jan. 21, 2021)  $ 11,230.74 

Revenue (YTD)  $ 30,934.17 

Expenses (YTD)  $(28,946.95) 

Reserved for Sub-Accounts $  (3,539.00) 

Ending Balance (at Nov 21, 2021)  $   9,858.96 

The following is November year to date comparison of 

actual operating results compared to the projected 

operating results Budget presented to the Lodge in 2020 by 

the Senior Warden. 
 

 Actual Budget Difference 

Revenues $23,845.17 $12,470.00 $11,375.17   

Expenses $20,553.29  $12,559.89 $ (7,993.40) 

Net $  3,291.88 $     (89.89) $  3,381.77   

Revenues are way ahead of budget due to the money that 

the Lodge received from the oil and gas rights bequeathed 

to the Lodge. Subtracting out the bequest, revenues are 

$425.17 ahead of the year-to-date budget. Most projected 

revenues are behind budget except for flea market revenue 

which is $1,232.85 ahead of budget.  EA degree fees also 

hit budget but FC and MM degree fees fell short due to 

Covid. 

The Lodge continues to contain expenses. Without the one-

time transfer to the Trustees’ accounts, Lodge expenses are 

under budget by $89.89 but with substantial differences 

from expense to expense. 
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