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FROM THE EAST  FROM THE SECRETARY 

Happy Birthday!!! 

       By Christian Ray Glad, WM 

Happy Birthday to all members of our Lodge. If you are 

new to the Lodge, you may not be aware that during the 

183rd session of the Grand Lodge of Virginia the 

petition of Mount Vernon Lodge was approved and the 

charter was granted on February 15, 1961. Believe it or 

not, the building we currently meet in has been the home 

of Mount Vernon Lodge since the beginning, although 

we started the Lodge when the building was the Mount 

Vernon Volunteer Fire Department. 

It being our birthday month, I would like to extend a 

challenge to all who wish to accept it. Bake a treat for 

the Lodge birthday for our 2nd Annual Cake Auction 

fundraiser and bring it to our fellowship meal on the 28th 

of February. This treat will be auctioned off just before 

our stated meeting. 

Interesting facts about 1961. 

- Price per gallon $0.31 

- Fresh eggs (1 dozen): $0.57 

- White bread (1 pound): $0.21 

- Sliced bacon (1 pound): $0.71 

- Round steak (1 pound): $1.04 

- Potatoes (10 pounds): $0.63 

- Fresh delivered milk (1/2 gallon): $0.52 

Looking at prices from that time it is amazing how 

things have changed. However, one thing that has not 

changed from that day is the friendship and brotherly 

love we all share. Although, some members have passed 

on to that temple not made with hands while others of us 

stay here and labored, the lodges legacy will continued 

to grow.   

 One of our obligations is to assist distressed brother 

Master Masons, their widows, and orphans.  If you 

are or know of a brother or a brother’s family that 

are going through an illness, job loss, the death of a 

family member, or any other difficult situation, 

please let me know so the lodge can be supportive.  

It may be in the form of a call, a card, or perhaps a 

visit. We want to provide fraternal support for our 

brethren in need. 

Dues are coming in at a reasonable pace.  If you have 

not yet paid your 2022 dues, please do so as soon as 

possible. Mail your payment for $155.00 to the lodge 

at P.O. Box 74, Mount Vernon, VA 22122. Please 

contact me directly at mmva@yahoo.com or 703 -

347-9549 if you have any questions or are having 

financial difficulty. 

 LODGE EDUCATION NOTE 

 Our Best . . .  

       By Br. Marc Sanders, LEO 

I missed the January stated due to having to head 

down to South Carolina for a few weeks for work.  

While here, I have met a couple of Freemasons in 

Charleston, and they shared with me some of the 

information from their local lodge websites. That led 

me to the website of the Grand Lodge of South 

Carolina. I read through that site with some interest 

and one particular piece caught my attention. It was 

a quote by South Carolina Deputy Grand Master 

Steven D. Hames from their Masonic Education 

Committee. DGM Hames closed many of his 

communications with the phrase: “Our Best Is the 

Least We Owe Each Other.” Reading on through the 

newsletter also authored by DGM Hames, he made 
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LODGE EDUCATION NOTE  dedication to each other and to taking care of not only 

of those fellow members of our fraternity, but also to 

their families even after a brother is with the Great 

Architect of the Universe. I have truly enjoyed 

hearing about instances in which MVL members have 

helped out each other as well as each other’s family 

members in times of distress. There have also been 

stories relayed about helping each other out in better 

times simply based on our fraternal bonds and mutual 

respect for one another. 

Certainly, the working tools provide us with a lesson 

that we aspire to follow. Please continue to 

communicate with each other and watch out for one 

another. Especially in this time of great concern when 

so many have experienced pain and suffering while 

missing out on engaging in Masonic events due to 

COVID-19 related illness. I was personally 

temporarily sidelined for a few days after receiving 

my COVID-19 booster shot. Not necessarily because 

I had the dreaded virus, but because the shot 

incapacitated me and I simply did not have the 

strength to do much more than rest and try to recover.  

I know several of us have experienced the virus and 

some have also had similar experiences with the 

booster. 

Undoubtably, we owe it to each other to live up to our 

obligations and support each other when in sickness 

and distress by calling to let our brothers know we are 

thinking about them. Extending a helping hand by 

offering to help with other necessities is also greatly 

appreciated by those who may need it. 

I have heard several examples of members of the 

(continued on page 3) 
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a point I wish to pass on in this month’s LEO section. In 

fairness, the idea here was his, but the words in this piece 

are mine except for the quote at the end (which is also 

his). 

In recent months, our Lodge has been fortunate to 

welcome a number of new brothers. We have received 

our Entered Apprentices with the ritual degree work in 

which we teach them about the twenty-four-inch gauge 

and common gavel. Indeed, a fundamental part of this 

ceremony is describing the working tools of the EA and 

their uses. Our dedicated coaches then reinforce the 

significance of the working tools during the teaching of 

the catechism and ensure our EAs understand their 

importance. 

The twenty-four inch gauge is an instrument that we, as 

speculative Masons, use at least partially for the more 

noble and glorious purpose of dividing our time so as to 

dedicate a certain portion of it to God and a “distressed 

worthy brother.” This is in addition to time we must 

dedicate to “our usual vocations” and to “rest and 

refreshment.” One of the more significant commitments 

we make as Masons is to ensure we uphold our duty to 

devote appropriate attention to our brothers who may 

truly be in need of our support and help in times of 

anguish or suffering. 

I bring this up because recent months have seen a 

number of us humbled, or at least temporarily sidelined, 

by COVID-19, as well as the usual afflictions we 

humans suffer due to medical reasons or just as a result 

of the cold Virginia winter. One thing that attracted me 

to Masonry was the fact that there is such a strong 

 

LODGE CALENDAR 
(MAKE SURE YOU CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR OUR CONSTANT CONTACT CALENDAR UPDATES) 

February 2022  March 2022 
02/18  Fraternal Visit – 7:30pm, 6:30pm Fellowship 

 Dale City Lodge No. 319 – Master Masons Only 

02/23  District School – 7pm school, 6:30pm Fellowship 

 Dale City Lodge No. 319 – Master Masons Only 

02/28  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship and Dinner 

 Program: DDGM Official Visit to MVL 

 03/23  District School – 7pm school, 6:30pm Fellowship 

 Place: TBD 

03/28  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship and Dinner 

Fraternal Visits: 

03/01 7:30pm, Fellowship: 6:30pm - Springfield Lodge 

03/09 11am, Fellowship: 9:30am - Ft Hunt Skidmore 

Daytime Lodge 

03/14 7:30pm, Fellowship: 6:30pm - Occoquan Lodge 

Catechism School Ritual School Leadership Meeting 
Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Catechism School will be held from 

6:30pm until 7:30pm. Learn the 

questions to examine a candidate or give 

the return, or both. This is the first step 

to becoming a mentor to a new Mason. 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Lodge Ritual School will be held from 

7:30pm until 8:30pm. All Lodge elected 

and appointed officers are expected to 

attend. 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  A 

Lodge Leadership Meeting will be 

held from 8:30pm until 9:00pm. All 

Lodge elected and appointed officers 

are expected to attend. 
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LODGE EDUCATION NOTE  THIS MONTH IN MASONIC HISTORY 
(continued from page 2) 

lodge setting strong examples for our EAs by adhering to 

the lessons taught through the working tools. I am 

confident that we will continue our strong dedication to 

our Lodge and to each other in continuing to support one 

another as the pandemic seems to continue unabated.  

Please continue to uphold DGM Hames’ maxim which 

states “Our Best Is the Least we Owe Each Other.” 

 William Clark Gable, an American film and stage actor, 

was born on February 1, 1901 in Cadiz, Ohio. Gable’s 

father was an oil driller and his mother passed away just 

10 months after Gable’s birth. Gable’s father remarried 

when Gable was two years old. Gable’s stepmother got 

him interested in music. Gable’s father discouraged his 

son from things like music and literature, encouraging him 

to follow more "manly" pursuits. 

At 17 Gable became interested in acting though he did not 

pursue it until he was 21. Gable began traveling with 

second rate theatre companies around the country. 

Eventually he ended up in Oregon. There he met Josephine 

Dillon, a woman 17 years his senior. She became his 

stylist, manager, and first wife. The couple moved from 

Oregon to Hollywood in 1924. 

For the first few years Gable was in Hollywood, he got bit 
parts and play as an extra in silent pictures. Eventually he 

returned to theatre. There he met Lionel Barrymore, the 

two men became lifelong friends. Barrymore encouraged 

Gable to work more in theatre. From about 1926 until 1930 

Gable worked in Houston and New York. 

In 1930, Gable divorced Dillon and almost immediately 

(within days) married his second wife. 

Through the 1930’s Gable’s star power grew. In 1939, the 

film he is most arguably known for, Gone with the Wind 

was made. Gable received a best actor nomination for his 

role. Gable became friendly with many of the cast 

members, in particularly Hattie McDaniel. It was because 

of this friendship, Gable initially planned to boycott the 

premier of Gone with the Wind because McDaniel, an 

African-American, was banned from attending the premier 

in Atlanta, Georgia. McDaniel pleaded with Gable to go 

and he eventually relented. 

Prior to World War II, Gable married Carole Lombard. 

Unfortunately, she passed away shortly after the beginning 

of the war. Prior to her passing she had encouraged Gable 

to join the military and do his part for the war effort. Gable 

was on the fence about serving and MGM was reluctant to 

let one of its biggest stars go off to war. After Lombard’s 

death, MGM allowed Gable to enlist, sending a 

cinematographer with Gable to enlist with him and 

accompany Gable through training. 

During World War II, Adolf Hitler was fascinated by 

Gable and offered a reward for anyone who brought Gable 

to him unharmed. 

After the war, Gable returned to making films. During his 

career spanning three decades Gable was the leading man 

in more 60 films. He received several Oscar Nominations 

and won a Best Actor Oscar. 

Gable passed away on November 16, 1960. 

Br. Clark Gable was a member of Beverly Hills Lodge No. 

528 in Beverly Hills, California. 

OF INTEREST 

Our First Temple 

King Solomon’s Temple is a biblical structure built in 

Jerusalem during the reign of King Solomon. King 

Solomon’s Temple is believed to have been built some 

time around the 9th or 10th century B.C.E. Most of the 

details known about the Temple come from the Hebrew 

Bible or Old Testament. 

The dimensions of the Temple are given in cubits. A cubit 

is roughly the distance from the tip of your middle finger 

to the base of the elbow. In fact, the word cubit in English 

comes from the Latin word cubitum which means elbow. 

The Temple is described as being 20 cubits wide, 60 

cubits long and 30 cubits high. It consisted of three areas 

inside the structure and two courts which surrounded the 

Temple where priests and others assembled for prayer. 

There were also chambers built on the south, west, and 

north side of the Temple. The chambers were believed to 

be for storage of some kind. 

The three inside areas of the Temple consisted of the 

Porch or Vestibule, the Holy Place or Great House, and 

the Holy of Holies or Inner House. 

The Porch is described as 20 cubits in width with two 

great pillars standing on either side of the porch. It was 

10 cubits deep. The Porch is stated to have been 120 

cubits high. It is unclear by the descriptions given in the 

Bible whether a wall separated the Porch from the Great 

House. 

The Great House was 30 cubits high, 40 cubits in length 

and 20 cubits in width. The walls were wooden and 

covered in gold. They had carvings of palm trees, flowers 

in bloom and cherubim. 

The final and most sacred portion of the Temple was the 

Holy of Holies, the inner most room of the Temple. The 

room is described as being a perfect cube, 20 cubits in 

width height and length. The discrepancy of the missing 

10 cubits from the height has been explained by the belief 

the Holy of Holies was actually elevated and there was a 

space underneath. The Holy of Holies is believed was a 

(continued on page 4) 
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PREPAREDNESS FROM THE 
 GRAND LODGE OF VIRGINIA 

 MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 

Br. William Dale Judy - 48 years 

Br. Charles Edward Shepard - 23 years 

WB John Stewart Dahik - 11 years 

Total Masonic Years:  82 

“The more preparation and planning you do for the 

responsibilities of your position, the more confidence 

and comfort you will feel in performing them, the more 

fun you will have while successfully fulfilling them, and 

the fewer regrets you will have, in the future, over things 

not done well after your term is completed.” 

The above quote is taken from the Introduction to A 

Primer for Masonic Lodge Wardens, available under the 

Education tab, Masonic Publications, on the Grand 

Lodge website. 

 

 

 OF INTEREST 

 (continued from page 3) 
space underneath. The Holy of Holies is believed to 

have contained all of the sacred relics of the time. 

This included the seven branched candlestick and 

more importantly the Ark of the Covenant. 

There is no archaeological evidence the Temple ever 

existed. Most scholars agree it did exist and when, 

roughly, it was built. There has been no real 

excavation of the Temple Mount since the late 

1800’s. This is due to the religious conflicts existing 

in the region. 

For Freemasonry, Solomon’s Temple has become a 

metaphor for the building up of the individual into a 

better person and member of society. The stones used 

in the building of the Temple become metaphors for 

the good deeds and knowledge one gains in life and 

through positive life experiences. 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH  

“I try to treat all of them the same; I try to be a friend 

to the ballplayers. I treat them like human beings, like I 

would want to be treated.” 

Br. Orvon Grover “Gene” Autry 

33rd Degree Mason 

Actor, Singer, Producer, Songwriter 

Major League Baseball Team Owner 
 

What do Freemasonry, Rudolph the Red-nosed 

Reindeer, the Los Angeles Angels, and Utah all have in 

common? Gene Autry. 

Most people recognize Gene 

Autry as the person that penned 

some of the most recognizable 

Christmas favorites “Here 

Comes Santa Claus” (1947), 

“Rudolph the Red-Nosed 

Reindeer” (1949), and “Frosty 

the Snow Man” (1950). He is 

also the only person to receive 

five stars on the Hollywood 

Walk of Fame for contributions 

in all five possible categories, 

film, radio, music, television, 

and live performance. 

Autry was also owner of the Los Angeles/California 

Angels Major League Baseball team from 1961 to 1997, 

as well as a television station and several radio stations 

in southern California. 

Finally, Gene Autry starred in 93 films including “The 

Hills of Utah” where one of his co-stars is Champion, 

his horse.  Ironically, The Hills Of Utah was actually 

filmed in Alabama Hills, Lone Pine, California. 

Br. Autry was a member of Catoosa Lodge No.185 in 

Catoosa, Oklahoma and was a 33rd degree mason. 

 

LODGE FINANCIAL CONDITION 
There are lots of Brethren that cannot make it to the 

Lodge for our Stated Communication. As a result, 

MVL will publish summary financial information to 

the Brethren monthly. 

At and as of January 31, 2022 

Cash: 

Beginning Balance (at Jan. 1, 2022)  $ 14,083.12 

Revenue (YTD)  $   1,197.00 

Expenses (YTD)  $  (1,177.00) 

Ending Balance (at Jan. 31, 2022)  $ 14,103.12 

The following is information for the period ended 

January 31, 2022 as compared to the Budget 

presented to the Lodge in 2021 by the Senior Warden. 
 

 Actual Budget Difference 

Revenues $ 1,197.00 $1,310.00 $   113.00   

Expenses $ 1,177.00  $   815.00 $   682.00  

Net $      20.00 $     495.00 $( 795.00)  

There was a change in the Treasurer effective 

December 2021. The new Treasurer is still getting 

accustomed to when income and expenses come in 

and get paid. Please be patient as we revamp some of 

our accounting, especially with respect to reporting 

our Reserved for Sub-Accounts and reporting 

expenses when they are paid instead of authorized. 
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