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FROM THE EAST  FROM THE SECRETARY 

Congratulations 

       By Christian Ray Glad, WM 

As Worshipful Master for this year, I wish to 

Congratulate you all for your outstanding support of the 

Masonic Home of Virginia for the year 2021. Our lodge 

received the Stokes Award, presented by RWB Capuno, 

DDGM for Masonic District 1, at the Fort Hunt-

Skidmore Daytime Lodge No. 353 at their Stated March 

Meeting.  Only about 10% of Lodges in Virginia earn 

the Stokes Award each year. According to the Masonic 

Home of Virginia website: 

The Stokes Award is presented to those Lodges 

whose total annual gifts to the Masonic Home 

(from the Lodge, its members and widows) equals 

or exceeds $25.00 times the number of members 

on the Lodge roster.  For example, if a Lodge has 

100 members, then to receive the Stokes award, 

the annual total of all gifts from the Lodge, its 

members and its widows must equal or exceed 

$2,500 (100 times $25). 

Clearly, any Lodge earning the Stokes Award has 

proven itself to be a leader in our fraternity’s 

charitable efforts, much like the Past Grand 

Master for whom the award is made, Most 

Worshipful John Powers Stokes. 

Most Worshipful John Powers Stokes was elected as 

Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and 

Accepted Masons of the Commonwealth of Virginia in 

1963. He was later appointed Grand Secretary of the 

Grand Lodge of Virginia at the death of Most 

Worshipful Archer B. Gay in 1973. Most Worshipful 

Brother Stokes was elected Grand Secretary in February 

1974 and served in that position until November 1994.  

Most Worshipful Brother Stokes was also elected Grand 

Secretary Emeritus of the Grand Lodge of Virginia. 

 Please keep Cathy Hinkle, widow of Wor. Charlie 

Hinkle in your prayers for speedy recovery from 

recent knee surgery.  In addition, Wor. Art Ferreira 

has kidney stones and recently lost his father to 

Covid. If you know of any brethren or their widows 

or orphans that need our assistance, please contact 

me. 

Dues notice reminders for brethren who have not yet 

paid will be sent out this month.  Please remit your 

dues as soon as possible, it is vital for the financial 

health of the Lodge. Mail your payment for $155.00 

to the lodge at P.O. Box 74, Mount Vernon, VA 

22122. Please contact me directly 

at mmva@yahoo.com or 703 -347-9549 if you have 

any questions or are having financial difficulty. 

 LODGE EDUCATION NOTE 

 Dues Cards 

       By Br. Marc Sanders, LEO 

I was super happy a couple of weeks ago when much 

to my delight, I opened up the mail and discovered 

my 2022 Masonic Dues Card had arrived safe and 

sound.  I thank our esteemed Secretary, RW 

Matthew Szramoski, for ensuring it was sent off 

promptly and arrived in pristine condition. I have 

observed the Lifetime Membership in Perpetuity 

cards held in the wallets of some brothers. Someday 

I also hope to have one, but until then I will continue 

to look forward to the moment my card arrives in the 

mail each year.  Surely, the dues card is my passport 

for journeys near and far to lodges in other 

jurisdictions I hope to visit someday. 

I conducted a brief bit of research on the origin of 

the Masonic dues card and discovered there was 
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LODGE EDUCATION NOTE  Craft reported in several areas. It recommended that, 

to protect the Fraternity from unworthy men claiming 

to be Masons, that certificates of good standing of 

visiting Brethren who are strangers be made available 

by the Grand Lodge to which they belong. These 

certificates will not only shield the Institution, said 

the committee, from the undeserving, but will furnish 

the widow and orphans of the deceased Brethren the 

best evidence of their claim upon the Fraternity. 

Hence, the dues card was born. 

I enclose the following poem that appears in several 

places across the Internet as it nicely sums up some 

of the thoughts that went through my head when I got 

that great envelope in the mail.  I’m sure you share 

many of the same sentiments about your dues card. 

Masonic Membership Card Poem 

Author Unknown 

I hold in my hand a little scrap of paper 

2 1/2 x 3 1/2 inches in size. 

It is of no intrinsic worth, 

not a bond, not a check or receipt for valuables, 

yet it is my most priceless possession. 

It is my membership card in a Masonic Lodge. 

It tells me that I have entered 

into a spiritual kinship with my fellow Masons 

to practice charity in word and deed; 

to forgive and forget the faults of my brethren; 

to hush the tongues of scandal and innuendo; 

to care for the crippled, the hungry and the sick, 

and to be fair and just to all mankind. 

(continued on page 3) 

(continued from page 1) 

once a time in which there was great discord about who 

was a true and proper Freemason.  Some would go so far 

as to argue this is still the case, but that is a topic I will 

save for another day. 

This story starts in December 1839. It began with a 

resolution adopted by the Grand Lodge of Alabama, 

which requested all Grand Lodges to send a delegate to 

the City of Washington on the first Monday in March 

1842, for the purpose of determining upon a uniform 

mode of work throughout all the Lodges of the United 

States and to make other lawful regulations for the 

interest and security of the Craft. The Convention was 

held on March 7, 1842, in the Central Masonic Hall at 

four and a half and D Streets N.W. Ten Grand Lodges 

were represented, including the Grand Lodge of 

Virginia. After due deliberation, it was concluded that 

not enough Grand Lodges were represented, and there 

was not enough time to formulate a uniform ritual that 

would be acceptable to all Grand Lodges. Differences of 

opinion among the committee selected to develop a 

uniform mode of work were too many and not 

reconcilable. The Convention voted to request each 

Grand Lodge to appoint some well-versed Mason and 

style him as a Grand Lecturer to report to a Convention 

to be held the following year, which resulted in the nine-

day long Baltimore Convention of 1843. 

The report of another Committee was to have important, 

immediate, and far-reaching effects on the Grand 

Lodges of the country. The Committee on General 

Regulations Involving The Interests and Security of The 

 

LODGE CALENDAR 
(MAKE SURE YOU CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR OUR CONSTANT CONTACT CALENDAR UPDATES) 

March 2022  April 2022 
03/21 7:30pm, Fellowship: 6:30pm – John A. Lejeune 

Lodge – Quantico, Virginia 

03/23  District School – 7pm school, 6:30pm Fellowship 

 Place: Mount Vernon Lodge – All Entered 

Apprentices, Fellowcrafts, and MM welcome. 

03/28  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship and Dinner 

 

 04/03  Practice for FC degree – 12:00 noon 

04/04  Called Communication – 7pm 

 Hear an EA return. Confer an FC degree 

04/25  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship and Dinner 

04/27  District School – 7pm school, 6:30pm Fellowship 

 Place: TBD 

04/30  5th Saturday Breakfast – 8:30am 

 Friends and Family Welcome 

Catechism School Ritual School Leadership Meeting 
Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Catechism School will be held from 

6:30pm until 7:30pm. Learn the 

questions to examine a candidate or give 

the return, or both. This is the first step 

to becoming a mentor to a new Mason. 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  

Lodge Ritual School will be held from 

7:30pm until 8:30pm. All Lodge elected 

and appointed officers are expected to 

attend. 

Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  A 

Lodge Leadership Meeting will be 

held from 8:30pm until 9:00pm. All 

Lodge elected and appointed officers 

are expected to attend. 
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LODGE EDUCATION NOTE  officially canonized by the Catholic Church he is, in fact, 

recognized as a saint; and today we celebrate the Feast of 

St. Patrick, or St. Patrick's Day, on the anniversary of his 

death. 

However, even in Ireland prior to the late 18th century, St. 

Patrick's Day was not that big of a deal. The same was true 

in North America, where the churches in Boston, with its 

large Irish population, didn't recognize the day until 1737. 

So, what, you may ask, does this have to do with the 

Freemasons?  

About twenty years later, during the French-Indian War, a 

young Masonic Colonel recognized the morale among his 

troops was low and decided they needed what today we 

would call some down time.  It was March, at the end of a 

long, brutal winter and many of the troops were Irish. It 

didn't take the Colonel long to figure out the best day to 

declare a general holiday would be St. Patrick's day. 

Several years later, that same Freemason, now a general in 

the American Revolution, faced a very similar problem. 

Billeted at Morristown, New Jersey, his troops were 

discouraged after a long winter of devastating fighting and 

losses.  On top of that, the preceding winter of 1779-80 

was brutally cold. That General, George Washington, 

again had many Irish troops under his command and once 

again he saw the opportunity of celebrating St. Patrick's 

Day to boost morale. With that, Washington issued the 

order giving his troops their first day off in over two years, 

the General directs that all fatigue and working parties 

cease for to-morrow the SEVENTEENTH instant, a day 

held in particular regard by the people of [Ireland]. 

The respite from the ravages of war and winter went over 

well with the troops, some of whom were said to celebrate 

with a hogshead of rum. Washington is credited with 

establishing the first instances of a secular celebration of 

St. Patrick's day, a tradition which caught on and has 

grown to become a major event today, with the hogshead 

of rum long replaced by freely flowing green beer. 

 

(continued from page 2) 

It tells me that no matter where 

I may travel in the world, 

I am welcome to visit a place where good fellowship prevails 

among brothers and friends. 

It tells me that my loved ones, my home, 

and my household are under the protection 

of every member of this great Fraternity, 

who have sworn to defend and protect mine 

as I have sworn to defend and protect theirs. 

It tells me that should I ever be overtaken 

by adversity or misfortune 

through no fault of my own, 

the hands of every Mason on the face of the earth 

will be stretched forth to assist me in my necessities. 

And finally, it tells me 

that when my final exit from the stage of life has been made, 

there will be gathered around my lifeless body, 

friends and brothers who will recall to mind my virtues, 

though they be but few, 

and will forget my faults, 

though they may be many. 

It tells me that, and a great deal more, 

this little card, 

and makes me proud yet humble, 

that I can possess this passport 

into a society of friends and brothers 

that are numbered in the millions. 

 

THIS MONTH IN MASONIC HISTORY 

Freemasonry and St. Patrick’s Day 
(excerpt from The Midnight Freemasons – written by Steven 

L. Harrison, 33°, PM, FMLR) 

Every school kid learns March 17 is the day we celebrate the 

life and deeds of Maewyn Succat, the second Bishop of 

Ireland, who is better known as Ireland's Patron Saint, St. 

Patrick. Those same school kids also learn Patrick's great 

triumph was chasing the snakes out of Ireland. It's true, there 

are no snakes in Ireland; however, that's more likely because 

there have never been any snakes on the isolated island. 

Captured and taken into slavery as a youth, Maewyn, a.k.a. 

Patrick, escaped to the European mainland.  While a slave he 

had converted from paganism to Christianity, and once on the 

continent, he sought refuge at Marmoutier Abbey, a French 

monastery. There, he accepted his calling, which was to 

convert other pagans to Christianity.  With that, he returned to 

Ireland and became very successful at making those 

conversions. In a manner of speaking, the serpents he 

figuratively chased from Ireland were the pagan Druids, not 

actual reptiles. 

After a successful ministry, Patrick retired to County Down, 

where he died on March 17, 461 A.D. Although never 
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PREPAREDNESS FROM THE 
 GRAND LODGE OF VIRGINIA 

 MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 

Br. Charles James Allen – 49 yrs 

Br. Gordon Robert Craig - 38 yrs 

Br. Jack Ernest Snyder - 37 yrs 

Br. Billy Lee Pritchett - 36 yrs 

Br. Charles Joseph Hinkle - 23 yrs 

Br. Richard Charles Allen - 23 yrs 

Br. Gerald Dennis Badinger - 20 yrs 

Br. Gary Lester Binge - 18 yrs 

Br. Jay Edward Garbus - 12 yrs 

Br. Justin Keith Ratley - 13 yrs 

Br. Mark John Eggerstorfer - 12 yrs 

WB William John Wilson - 10 yrs 

Br. Christopher James Macey - 10 yrs 

Br. William Doyne Francis, Jr. - 6 yrs 

Total Masonic Years:  307 

As Deacons, you are to make sure all visitors are signed 

in properly, greeted respectfully and their wishes are 

attended to. Also, whatever the Master or Wardens need 

or want, you are the ones who will accomplish this in 

their name. However, it is in the preparing and 

conducting of candidates in each degree that you will 

make your biggest impression. To you is assigned the 

task of preparing a non-Mason for entry into what will 

be a life-changing experience, then to conduct him along 

a path filled with symbolism, allegory, old fashioned but 

majestic speech, devotional moments, and Light. Be 

careful in your work, as first impressions are lasting, and 

we all want those impressions to be favorable. 

 

 

 

 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH  

I never went to bed in my life and I never ate a meal in 

my life without saying a prayer. I know my prayers 

have been answered thousands of times, and I know 

that I never said a prayer in my life without something 

good coming of it. 

Bro. William Harrison “Jack” Dempsey 

Professional Boxer 

Member, Int’l Boxing Hall of Fame and 

Utah Sports Hall of Fame, Charter Class 

U.S. Navy Commander during WWII 

Born in Manassa, Colorado on June 24th, 1895, Bro. Dempsy 

was a heavyweight champion of the world and one of the 

richest athletes of his time. Raised in poverty in Colorado, 

West Virginia, and Utah, early in life Dempsy would walk 

into bars stating "I can't sing and I can't dance, but I can lick 

any SOB in the house.” Bets were made, words were had, and 

it is said Bro. Dempsy rarely went home defeated. 

In 1919, Bro. Dempsey defeated Jess 

Willard to become World Heavyweight 

Champion. Dempsey knocked Willard 

down in the first round, winning the fight, 

but the controversy surrounding it haunted 

him for the rest of his career. 

Bro. Dempsey defended his World 

Heavyweight Champion title several 

times. One of the most anticipated fights 

was against Georges Carpentier. The fight took place in New 

Jersey and was the first million-dollar gate in boxing history. 

It was also the first national radio broadcast. 

In 1926, Bro. Dempsey lost his tittle to Gene Tunney. After 

the defeat he told his wife "Honey, I forgot to duck."  

Bro. Dempsey passed away on May 31st, 1983, in New York 

City. His last words to his wife were, "Don't worry honey, I'm 

too mean to die" just before passing away from heart failure. 

Bro. Dempsey was a member of Kenwood Lodge #800 in 

Chicago, Illinois. 

 

LODGE FINANCIAL CONDITION 
There are lots of Brethren that cannot make it to the 

Lodge for our Stated Communication. As a result, 

MVL will publish summary financial information to 

the Brethren monthly. 

At and as of January 31, 2022 

Cash: 

Beginning Balance (at Jan. 1, 2022)  $ 14,083.12 

  Receipts (YTD)  $   1,148.00 

  Disbursements (YTD)  $  (2,064.89) 

Ending Balance (at Feb. 28, 2022)  $ 13,166.23 

The following is information for the period ended 

February 28, 2022 as compared to the Budget 

presented to the Lodge in 2021 by the Senior Warden. 
 

 Actual Budget Difference 

Income $ 1,048.00 $ 3,930.00 $ 2,882.00   

Expenses $ 2,064.89  $ 1,949.00 $   115.89  

Net $(1,016.89) $(1,981.00) $(2,997.89)  

Income for the year-to-date period ended February 

28, 2022 is far below budget. This is primarily a 

timing issue as the Treasurer received the Grand 

Lodge credit and other moneys from the hands of the 

Secretary at the February 28th Stated Communication, 

but the amount was not deposited until March. The 

Grand Lodge credit received was $1,666.45, which 

was more then 2021. However, collections of 2022 

annual dues are still 43% behind budget. 

Expenses for the year-to-date period ended February 

28, 2022 are relatively on budget overall. Utilities are 

approximately 3.9% over budget with Washington 

Gas being 20.6% over budget due to late cold weather 

and Verizon being 19.5% over budget.  
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