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FROM THE EAST  FROM THE SECRETARY 

COVID in the Rear View Mirror??? 

       By Christian Ray Glad, WM 

Welcome to April 2022. Not only will we be celebrating 

Easter this month, but we will also be taking a step of 

returning to normal Lodge functions. On March 25, 

2022, Most Worshipful James W. Golladay, Jr., Grand 

Master of Masons in Virginia, signed a communication 

informing us that, effective April 1, 2022, all COVID-

19 restrictions are lifted. This means once again meals, 

taking up the word, degree work, and all those things we 

love to do together as brothers and family in the Lodge 

can now return to normal. 

As part of that communication, MW Golladay stated 

“Worshipful Masters will have the authority to 

implement any reasonable health and safety measures 

deemed appropriate for the Lodge. I have chosen at this 

time not to impose any additional health or safety 

measures. However, we will continue to have hand 

sanitizer available in the Lodge and brethren should feel 

comfortable if they would like to wear a mask.  

As MW Golladay states in the communication, “We have 

come a long way, and we do not want to go back. Practice 

those simple, easy things that promote good health, and by 

all means, if you are not feeling well, stay home.” 

It has been a long time for us all and many have been 

keeping themselves safe by staying home. I hope all 

Brothers will take advantage of this suspended 

restriction. It will be nice to see the Lodge filed once 

again with our each of you.  

But I echo MW Golladay’s statement that if you are not 

feeling well, please stay home. And if you are not feeling 

well, or if you know of a brother that is sick or 

distressed, please contact me or the Lodge secretary. The 

Lodge is here to provide help, aid, and support if it is 

needed. However, we cannot do that if we do not know. 

 I want to commend the membership of our Lodge for 

the generous support of the Masonic Home of 

Virginia. In 2021, we contributed more than $10,000 

to the Home. This is the most contributed by our 

lodge in decades! 

RW Grayson Koogle joined several of our members 

at the recent Legion of Honor dinner for DeMolay.  

It was great to see Valorie and him. 

Cathy Hinkle, widow of Wor. Charlie Hinkle 

recently had knee surgery and is doing well. She is 

currently living at the Masonic Home. 

If you know of a brother, family member of widow 

in distress please let me know. 

We will have much degree work in the coming 

months and I encourage each of you to attend our 

called communications even if you do not have a part 

in the ritual to support our new members, renew old 

acquaintances, and be a part of your Lodge. 

 MOUNT VERNON FLEA MARKET 

 A New Year Begins 

From humble beginning 5 years, the Mount Vernon 

Flea Market has become the largest fundraiser for 

Mount Vernon Lodge. Its importance to the Lodge 

both financially and to our community goodwill 

cannot be understated. For 2022, the first flea market 

will be held April 16th and will continue every 3rd 

Saturday until November. 

Putting on the Flea Market is not a 1 man show and 

it benefits every brother in the Lodge. I encourage 

everyone to volunteer. We need people to open, be 

handy while it is going on, and close. Do not feel you 

have to be there for the entire time but please 

volunteer a few hours. While there, the brethren 

often hold interesting discussions about Masonry. 

LODGE CONTACT INFORMATION 

Worshipful Master: Christian Ray Glad – wm@mtvernon219.org 

Secretary: Matthew T. Szramoski – mmva@yahoo.com or 703-347-9549 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 74 - Mount Vernon, VA 22122 
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LODGE EDUCATION NOTE  card to verify origin outside a formal lodge setting where 

admittance is sought. We are left with asking a few 

perfunctory questions, which may tell us whether the man 

we are speaking with is a Mason we might invite to our 

Lodge. If you do not recognize the affiliation, do not 

assume it is a legitimate organization recognized by our 

Grand Lodge. Also, know that Grand Lodges of dubious 

origin spring up quite commonly and each has the ability 

to define and describe what they consider “clandestine” in 

their own jurisdictions. 

I spoke with our very own District Education Officer Wor. 

Alfred C. Tecson about how to recognize a clandestine 

lodge.  After his explanation, I came to know that when 

trying to determine whether a lodge or organization might 

be considered a clandestine one, it is better to learn what 

the Masonic entity does rather than solely focusing on 

what it does not. WB Tecson highlighted some of the 

ancient landmarks of the craft that must be adhered to for 
a Masonic organization or lodge to be recognized by our 

Grand Lodge as regular: 

• Lodges must meet only around the Volume of 

Sacred Law (usually Bible); 

• Members must exclusively be male; 

• Craft is composed only of 3 degrees- EA, FC, MM; 

• Honor the Hiramic Legend; 

• Belief in a supreme being is not a requisite to 

membership. 

It is when a lodge departs from, fails to honor, or otherwise 

ignores these fundamental tenants of Masonry that they 

are considered clandestine entities and not recognized by 

our Grand Lodge. 

My first reaction in encountering a man who identifies 
(continued on page 3) 

Clandestine Masonry and Masons 

       By Br. Marc Sanders, LEO 
I first began to think about the subject of clandestine Masonry 

as a topic for the LOE section of the Trestleboard during a 

discussion with WB Zarlenga while he helped school me in 

the intricacies of the Master Mason’s Obligation. The words 

of the obligation are pretty straightforward when it comes to 

clandestine Masons. It’s kind of like being excommunicated 

from certain church denominations—stay away from the 

clandestine ones. Or so it seemed as I thought more about that 

part of the catechism.  But as I began to think about this topic 

in detail and discuss it, I began to understand I would be doing 

myself and the craft a great disservice by simply turning my 

back when confronted by a well-meaning yet verifiably 

clandestinely made Mason. 

The goal of the LOE section this month is to provide a little 

more information on how a Mason should know they might 

be dealing with a clandestinely made Mason, and also to 

provide a bit of guidance on what to do should you encounter 

a clandestine Mason. Realize that this is not an exhaustive 

guide on the subject and when in doubt, there are authorities 

available in our own Lodge that can provide great information 

to avoid violating our obligations. 

I’ve yet to meet a Mason that carries around the book from 

the Secretary’s Desk which provides the definitive guide on 

what lodges are recognized by the Grand Lodge of Virginia 

and are thus duly recognized as regular lodges we can visit or 

associate with. When we encounter a person who identifies as 

a Freemason, we may introduce ourselves and ask them what 

lodge they hail from only to learn it is a place far from here 

and of dubious credentials. 

It is socially unacceptable in most circles to ask for a dues 

 

LODGE CALENDAR 
(MAKE SURE YOU CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR OUR CONSTANT CONTACT CALENDAR UPDATES) 

April 2022  May 2022 
04/11  Fraternal Visit – Occoquan Lodge – 6:30pm dinner 

04/13  Grand Master’s Official Visit – 11am meeting 

 Fort Hunt-Skidmore Daytime Lodge – 9:30 breakfast 

04/16  Mt Vernon Flea Market: Volunteer 7am – 1pm 

04/17  92nd Annual Easter Sunrise Service – 7:00am 

 By the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar 

 At George Washington National Masonic Memorial 

04/25  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship and Dinner 

04/27  District School – 7pm school, 6:30pm Fellowship 

 Place: TBD 

04/30  5th Saturday Breakfast – 8:30am 

 Friends and Family Welcome 

 05/21  Mt Vernon Flea Market: Volunteer 7am – 1pm 

05/21  William Hiram Woods Area Ritual School 

7:30am – 1pm – Details to be announced 

 All officers are expected to attend. 

05/23  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship and Dinner 

05/25  District School – 7pm school, 6:30pm Fellowship 

 Place: TBD 

 

The Grand Master’s Schedule is constantly changing. 

Watch your email for changes to our Visitation Schedule 

based on changes in his schedule. 

Catechism School  Ritual School 
Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  Catechism School will be 

held from 6:30pm until 7:30pm. Learn the questions to 

examine a candidate or give the return, or both. This is the 

first step to becoming a mentor to a new Mason. 

 Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  Lodge Ritual School 

will be held from 7:30pm until 8:30pm. All Lodge elected 

and appointed officers are expected to attend. 
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LODGE EDUCATION NOTE  Phillip was still an infant, the Greco-Turkish war was 

being waged. Things went poorly for the Greeks and 

Phillip’s family was forced to flee Greece for France. 

Phillips first went to school at an American School in 

Paris. Phillip’s sisters married German noblemen and 

moved to Germany. In 1933, Philip was sent to Schule 

Schloss Salem, a German boarding school whose founder, 

Kurt Hahn, was Jewish and was persecuted in the early 

days of Nazism in Germany. Hahn fled to Scotland and 

opened a new school, which Phillip transferred to after two 

terms in Salem. 

In 1939, Philip joined the Royal Navy attending the Royal 

Naval College in Dartmouth, England where he first met, 

then princess, Elizabeth. King George VI, Elizabeth’s 

father, asked Phillip to escort Elizabeth and her sister 

Margaret. 

In 1940, Phillip graduated from the Royal Naval College, 

as the best cadet in his course. Phillip served gallantly on 

a variety of ships during World War II. By 1942, he was 

promoted to first lieutenant and at age 21, was one of the 

youngest. By 1944, he was stationed on the HMS Whelp 

which was present in Tokyo Bay when the Japanese 

surrender was signed. 

In the summer of 1946, Phillip asked King George VI 

permission to marry Princess Elizabeth. The King agreed 

provided any formal engagement wait until Elizabeth’s 

21st birthday in April 1947. Princess Elizabeth and Phillip 

were married in Westminster Abbey later in 1947. 

Phillip’s sisters were not allowed to attend the wedding 

due to their German husbands, some with ties to the Nazis. 

Phillip remained in the Navy, eventually attaining the rank 

of Commander before leaving the service in 1951. While 

the couple was in Kenya in February 1952, the King 

passed away. Phillip broke the news to Elizabeth and the 

couple returned to England immediately. From the 

moment Elizabeth ascended to the throne, Phillip has been 

by her side. The Queen in a speech described him as her 

“constant strength and guide.” 

Prince Phillip has been described as “down to earth.” An 

anecdote from a visit to Washington, D.C. where two 

White House butlers were engaged by Prince Phillip 

seems to confirm this. The butlers claimed Phillip engaged 

them in conversation and even poured the two men drinks. 

In 1957 he stated in reference to republicanism “It is a 

complete misconception to imagine that the monarchy 

exists in the interests of the monarch. It doesn’t. It exists 

in the interests of the people. If at any time any nation 

decides that the system is unacceptable, then it is up to 

them to change it.” Phillip has also run into trouble from 

time to time with his sharp wit where some have called 

him insensitive, this generally is from people outside the 

situation looking in.  

Prince Phillip joined Navy Lodge No 2612 in London, 

England in 1953. 

(continued from page 2) 

himself as a Freemason and then tells me he is from an 

organization that is unfamiliar to me would be to attempt to 

disassociate myself from that man. I do not want to be accused 

of communicating any secrets to him after learning he is not a 

Mason from a recognized/regular lodge. The problem with my 

reaction here stems from the fact that many clandestine 

Masons may not know that their parent organizations are in 

fact considered off limits for attendance or discussion of 

certain topics by those of us in regular Masonry. In other 

words, they do not know the traditions accepted as mainstream 

adopted by their lodges differ from the landmarks adopted by 

ours. 

In fact, through no fault of their own, many of these individuals 

may have been duped into bogus organizations masquerading 

as legitimate Masonic entities, when in fact they are fronts for 

fraudulent money-making pyramid schemes with illegitimate 
charters. Turning our back on a man in this situation is 

undoubtably less than Masonic behavior. Many men who have 

been duped by these groups in the past have gone on to leave 

them and to have joined regular Masonic lodges like ours.  

Explaining the benefits of our lodge and the fellowship we 

experience my encourage a clandestine Mason to recognize the 

error of their current allegiances and even seek to support a 

lodge like ours. 

Again, I consulted WB Tecson about what a Freemason should 

do if he encounters a clandestinely made Mason. He reviewed 

the relevant section of the Methodical Digest and pointed out 

that the relevant definition of the phrase “Masonic 

Intercourse” is a very broad one. I understand the term to cover 

more than just “secrets”. However, WB Tecson also clarified 

that we are not forbidden from speaking with clandestinely 

made masons about non-Masonic topics while remaining 

mindful of our obligations. WB Tecson thoughtfully reminded 

me that there is no aspect of the proscriptions related to 

clandestine Masonry that: 

…prevents us from holding converse with a purported 

clandestine Mason on non-masonic topics in a more 

than perfunctory or superficial manner. Neither one 

stops us from being a human and giving our most 

precious possession, even to an alleged clandestine 

Mason – our time. The tenet of brotherly love as 

defined isn’t exclusive to Masons. 

 

THIS MONTH IN MASONIC HISTORY 

Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh is husband and consort of 

Queen Elizabeth II did on April 9, 2021. 

Prince Philip was born Prince Philip of Greece and Denmark 

on June 10th, 1921 in Mon Repos on the Greek Island of 

Corfu. He was the only son and the fifth and final child of 

Prince Andrew of Greece and Denmark and Princess Alice of 

Battenberg. Phillip’s maternal grandfather had adopted the 

name Mountbatten during World War I after he renounced his 

German titles, Phillip later adopted the same name. When  
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PREPAREDNESS  MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
WB Christian has chosen Preparedness as his theme for the 

year. According to Webster, Preparedness is defined as a state 

of being “prepared”. So what does “prepare” mean? For our 

purposes to “prepare” is to make ready, usually for a specific 

purpose; make suitable; fit; adapt; train. 

Being prepared in Lodge, whether it is the delivery of the 

ritual, the return of a catechism, or cooking the meal that we 

eat before our Stated Communication requires us to make 

ready ourselves before we arrive at the Lodge. Without 

grocery shopping, the meal would never get cooked. 

In other words, if you arrive at Lodge and have not thought 

about your duties in the Lodge since the last time you were 

there, chances are you will not be prepared. 

MW George Harry Chapin - 53 yrs 

RW Ralph Eugene Simmons - 43 yrs 

Br. Ted Emory Amick - 43 yrs 

WB Douglas Mason Dwyer - 40 yrs 

Br. Phillip Gary Fuller - 38 yrs 

RW Matthew Todd Szramoski - 34 yrs 

Br. Dennis Dean Keeton - 29 yrs 

WM Charles Thomas Cleveland - 27 yrs 

Br. Ronald Charles Kerstetter - 14 yrs 

Br. Michael Andrew Wolfe - 8 yrs 

Total Masonic Years:  329 

 

 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH (CONT.) 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH  his gambling left him destitute later in life. 

Casanova joined Freemasonry on his first trip to Paris. He 

was fascinated by the rituals of the fraternity. He used his 

masonic connections repeatedly as he traveled around 

Europe and tried to ingratiate himself to the local nobility. 

Casanova was a member of Lodge of the Duke of 

Clermont. 

As for myself, I always willingly acknowledge my own 

self as the principal cause of every good and of every 

evil which may befall me; therefore, I have always 

found myself capable of being my own pupil, and ready 

to love my teacher. 

Bro. Giacomo Girolamo Casanova 

Italian Adventurer and Writer 

Giacomo was born on April 2nd 1725 in Venice, Italy. Venice 

at the time of Casanova’s birth was a city on the “must” list 

for any young European man on his Grand Tour, a tradition 

of traveling around Europe. It is probably the environment of 

Venice which helped to form who Casanova later became. In 

1742, Casanova graduated from the University of Padua with 

a law degree, which he hated but utilized much of his life. 

Casanova traveled back and forth between Padua and Venice. 

On a chance encounter, Casanova saved the life of a senator, 

who later became his patron. When the senator suffered a 

stroke in a Gondola they were both riding, Casanova leapt 

into action. He watched as a physician who was summoned 

failed to help, pushing the physician aside, Casanova revived 

the senator when the physician had said he was surely going 

to die. The senator who believed Casanova possessed an 

occult knowledge wanted him close. Casanova said he wished 

he had been allowed to become a doctor instead of a lawyer 

stating “I should have been allowed to do as I wished and 

become a physician, in which profession quackery is even 

more effective than it is in legal practice.” 

Casanova who was barely out of teens already found himself 

in trouble due to his sexual appetites and gambling and found 

himself on several occasions thrown in jail for his debts or 

forced to flee the country he was in.  

In 1783, Casanova met Benjamin Franklin in Paris. However, 

Franklin was not the only prominent man and mason 

Casanova met in his travels. He also met Voltaire, with whom 

he eventually got into a philosophical battle and Mozart. 

Casanova passed away on June 4th, 1798, a shell of a man he 

once was. Although he made quite a bit of money in his life,  

 

LODGE FINANCIAL CONDITION 
There are lots of Brethren that cannot make it to the 

Lodge for our Stated Communication. As a result, 

MVL will publish summary financial information to 

the Brethren monthly. 

At and as of March 31, 2022 

Cash: 

Beginning Balance (at Jan. 1, 2022)  $ 14,083.12 

  Receipts (YTD)  $   3,234.45 

  Disbursements (YTD)  $  (3,062.89) 

Ending Balance (at March 31, 2022)  $ 14,503.89 

The following is information for the period ended 

March 31, 2022 as compared to the Budget presented 

to the Lodge in 2021 by the Senior Warden. 
 

 Actual Budget Difference 

Income $ 3,234.45 $ 5,360.00 $(2,125.55)  

Expenses $ 3,062.89  $ 3,364.00 $(   301.11) 

Net $  171.56 $ 1,996.00 $(1,824.44)  

Income for the year-to-date period ended March 31, 

2022 is still far below budget. This is primarily a 

timing issue in the budget compared to actual receipt 

of dues.  However, the amount of dues collected still 

lags the budget. The Grand Lodge credit exceeded 

what was budgets by $466.45. Degree fees also 

substantially lag the budget.  

Expenses for the year-to-date period ended March 31, 

2022 are relatively on budget overall. Utilities are 

approximately have realigned in March and are now 

under budget by approximately 17%. Overall, MVL 

has done a good job of keeping expenses on budget.  
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