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FROM THE EAST  FROM THE SECRETARY 

Grand View 

       By Christian Ray Glad, WM 

Last month, you should have received an email 

welcoming you to Grand View for Mount Vernon 

Lodge. There was a link provided in the email for you to 

click and gain access to this new online system 

implemented by the Grand Lodge. By clicking that link 

you should have been able to activate your individual 

account. This will allow you to update your address and 

contact information. In addition, while you cannot 

change information on another member, you can look up 

the contact information on fellow Brethren in MVL.  

I remember the days when, if I did not have the contact 

information of a Brother, I would need to reach out to 

the Lodge Security and wait for the information to be 

provided. Sometimes this was provided immediately 

and sometimes I needed to wait for a response. 

Sometimes the information was outdated. It is 

imperative that each of you access the system and verify 

your information. 

Another benefit of Grand View is that of tracking our 

widows and orphans. A comprehensive list of widows 

and orphans can be generated from the information that 

the Grand Lodge imported. I know in the past there was 

a list of the widows however, sometimes this list was 

hard to get access to. Although the list generated may be 

outdated, there is now a good place to start.  

Some of you may not have received the email 

mentioned. Some of you may have had issues getting 

into Grand View. And for some, the information 

displayed or dates may be incorrect. If any of the above 

occurred for you, please reach out to the Lodge 

Secretary. He will assist you in getting access to Grand 

View and resolving any issues that may exist. 

 If you did not receive an email from me asking you 

to register with Grand View, it means the Grand 

Lodge of Virginia does not have your current email 

address. Please email me at 

mszramoski@scottishrite.org with your current 

email address if you did not receive it. By registering 

with Grand View, our new Grand Lodge 

membership database system, you can update your 

address, phone number, email, and other contact 

information. It will also allow you to review 

calendar items from the Grand Lodge and beyond 

and much more. Please register if you have not done 

so already. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate 

to let me know. 

 MOUNT VERNON FLEA MARKET 

 Volunteers Needed – Especially May & June 

As fate would have it, the William Hiram Wood 

Ritual Schools for Masonic Districts 1A and 1B 

were scheduled on the same day as the May and June 

Flea Markets. It is imperative that our line officers 

attend the WHW School as these people are studying 

for their Warden’s Certificates. The WHW Schools 

provide another opportunity for these people to 

experience the ritual that they will be tested on. 

Historically, our line officers have been charged 

with heading up the Flea Markets.  However, putting 

on the Flea Market is not a 1 man (or even 2 man) 

show. Vendors start arriving at 6:30am for set up, 

and the Flea Market ends at 1pm.  We need people 

to open, put out signs, be handy while it is going on, 

and close. Do not feel you have to be there for the 

entire time but please volunteer a few hours. While 

there, the brethren often hold interesting discussions 

about Masonry. 

LODGE CONTACT INFORMATION 

Worshipful Master: Christian Ray Glad – wm@mtvernon219.org 

Secretary: Matthew T. Szramoski – mmva@yahoo.com or 703-347-9549 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 74 - Mount Vernon, VA 22122 
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LODGE EDUCATION NOTE  Citroen. The only vehicle missing was Bro Hart Massey's 

tractor. 

Taking a quick look into the Banquet Hall, Bros John 

Molson, Frederick Pabs,t and Joseph Schlitz were busy 

rolling in some kegs of beer for Bros Sam Bronfman, late 

President of Seagrams Distillers, who was setting up the 

bar for the Festive Board to follow the Ceremony. Bro 

Colonel Harland Sanders was cooking up a storm in the 

kitchen and it was an easy guess as to what the evening 

meal would consist of. 

The orchestra members for the dance to follow the 

Banquet were tuning. Members of this All-Star group 

included leader Paul Whiteman, WC Hardy, Nat King 

Cole, Irving Berlin, George M. Cohan, Cyril Stapleton, 

Duke Ellington, Louis Armstrong, Count Basie, and Al 

Jolson. Tonight's performance would be M.C.'d by Bros 

Arthur Godfrey and Danny Thomas. 

Magical Bros Harry Houdini and Harry Blackstone were 

setting up their props while Bros WC Fields, Oliver Hardy, 

Bud Abbott, Harpo Marx, and Foster Brooks were fine 

tuning their comedy routines for tonight's show which was 

being produced by Bros Cecil B. DeMille, Flo Ziegfeld, 

Louis B Mayer, Hall Wallis, and DW Griffiths. 

A number of sports celebrities were gathering together, 

including Bros Abe Saperstein, creator of the Harlem 

Globetrotters, who was explaining his version of the game 

to Bro James Naismith, the inventor of the game. They 

were joined by baseballers Bros Charles Ebbetts, Ty Cobb, 

Branch Rickey, and Cy Young, the first pitcher to be 

inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame. 

A little further along the hall was an array of masons 

dressed in knee breeches, lace cuffs and powdered wigs, 

others in tuxedos, including Bros Kit Carson, Davey 

Crockett and Buffalo Bill Cody, clad in their familiar 

buckskins, Chiefs Crazy Bull, Tecumseh and Joseph Brant 

in their native attire. Most colourful are the military  
(continued on page 3) 

Installation Night at the Celestial Lodge 

       By Br. Marc Sanders, LEO 
One of the things that I find most interesting about Masonry 

is the fact that so many well-known and respected men have 

preceded me as members of the craft.  I find myself consulting 

that all too common modern-day encyclopedia of knowledge 

with the question of whether historical figures were 

Freemasons or not. Indeed, Google has algorithmed my 

frequent question and commonly fills in the blanks when I ask 

whether a departed forefather, actor, performer, or respected 

member of society was a Mason? More often than not, the 

more spectacular the accomplishments, the more likely the 

answer will be yes, and I learn that indeed, the figure I 

inquired about was a Mason.  

This month, I decided to share the following well written 

story about a lodge meeting at the Celestial Lodge.  I can only 

imagine the convention of wisdom that must go on at the 

annual Grand Celestial Lodge meeting and the debate that 

must take place with such a divergence of views. It is 

fascinating to me to think about the sub-committees and 

contributions that many of the departed Brethren must make. 

Taken from the Short Talk Bulletin of the same title: 

As we are all well aware, and as is pointed out in the North 

East Angle Lecture in the Canadian Rite Ritual, it cannot be 

denied that we always had many members of rank and 

affluence. Over the centuries many well-known men have 

been members of our Noble Craft. For a few moments, please 

allow your imaginations to run wild and consider what may 

take place at the Installation of The Celestial Lodge, 

otherwise known as the Grand Lodge Above. 

Even though it was late fall, there was a warm breeze blowing 

and the sun was setting behind the Lodge Hall. Gathered in 

the parking lot filled with their works were Bros Henry Ford, 

Ransom Olds, Walter Chrysler, John Willys and Andre  

 

LODGE CALENDAR 
(MAKE SURE YOU CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR OUR CONSTANT CONTACT CALENDAR UPDATES) 

May 2022  June 2022 
05/25  District School – 7pm school, 6:30pm Fellowship 

 Place: Occoquan Lodge – WHW School Practice 

05/21  Mt Vernon Flea Market: Volunteer 7am – 1pm 

05/21  William Hiram Woods Area Ritual School 

7:30am – 1pm – Details to be announced 

 All officers are expected to attend. 

05/23  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship and Dinner 

 

 06/18  Mt Vernon Flea Market: Volunteer 7am – 1pm 

06/18  William Hiram Woods Area Ritual School 

7:30am – 1pm – Details to be announced 

 All officers are expected to attend. 

06/27  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship and Dinner 

 

Catechism School  Ritual School 
Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  Catechism School will be 

held from 6:30pm until 7:30pm. Learn the questions to 

examine a candidate or give the return, or both. This is the 

first step to becoming a mentor to a new Mason. 

 Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  Lodge Ritual School 

will be held from 7:30pm until 8:30pm. All Lodge elected 

and appointed officers are expected to attend. 
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LODGE EDUCATION NOTE   

(continued from page 2) 

uniforms of Lord Nelson, Lord Cornwallis, Captain James 

Cook, the Duke of Wellington, and John Paul Jones. 

I was gazing in awe at these members of Celestial Lodge, when 

the Grand Master, MW Bro Harry Truman, appeared from the 

preparation room accompanied by Bros John Jacob Astor, 

Luther Burbank, JC Penney, Adlai Stevenson, and Jennings 

Bryan. 

Bro John Diefenbaker had just signed the Tyler's Register with 

one of Bro John Shaeffer's pens. He was accompanied by Bros 

Robert Borden and RB Bennett. fellow Canadian Prime 

Ministers, and by Bro Joe Smallwood of Newfoundland. 

At this time, the Tyler, Bro J. Edgar Hoover, informed the 

brethren that the meeting was about to come to order. 

On entering the lodge room, the brethren were greeted by the 

Inner Guard, Bro Paul Revere. Seated already were polar 

explorers, Robert F. Scott of England and Bro Richard E. Bird 

of the United States, together with Matthew G. Perky and 

Canada's Henry Larsen. Bro Charles Lindbergh could be seen 

in deep conversation with Bros Hap Arnold, Gus Grissom, 

Eddie Rickenbaker, and Charles Kingsford-smith. 

Bro John Diefenbaker had just signed the Tyler's Register with 

one of Bro John Shaeffer's pens. He was accompanied by Bros 

Robert Borden and RB Bennett. fellow Canadian Prime  

 Ministers, and by Bro Joe Smallwood of Newfoundland. 

At this time, the Tyler, Bro J. Edgar Hoover, informed the 

brethren that the meeting was about to come to order. 

On entering the lodge room, the brethren were greeted by 

the Inner Guard, Bro Paul Revere. Seated already were 

polar explorers, Robert F. Scott of England and Bro 

Richard E. Bird of the United States, together with 

Matthew G. Perky and Canada's Henry Larsen. Bro 

Charles Lindbergh could be seen in deep conversation with 

Bros Hap Arnold, Gus Grissom, Eddie Rickenbaker, and 

Charles Kingsford-smith. 

From the Junior Warden's station came a burst of laughter. 

Bro Will Rogers had brought broad smiles to the faces of 

the Royal personages gathered around him, including 

George I, Frederick the Great, Gustav V of Sweden, and 

George VI. To the right of the Junior Warden's chair, 

architect Sir Christopher Wren was joined by Statue of 

Liberty sculptor, Frederic Bartholdi. 

Bros Norman Vincent Peale and Peter Marshall, who 

would assume the Chaplain's duties this evening, were in 

conversation with the DuPonts, Peter and Victor, and the 

Rothschilds, James and Nathan. 

Gathered around the Secretary's desk, Bro Rudyard 

Kipling was discussing the evening's proceedings with 

Bro Robert Burns, who was to give one of the Charges 

assisted by Bro Mark Twain. Also taking part were Bros 

Conan Doyle, Walter Scott, Samuel Johnson, Alexander 

Pope, and Robert Service.The Grand Organist, Wolfgang 

Amadeus Mozart, was discussing last minute changes with 

Bros Gilbert and Sullivan. 

Bros Clark Gable, Peter Sellers, Wallace Beery, Douglas 

Fairbanks, and Brian Donleavy were discussing boxing 

with champions Jack Dempsey, Jack Johnson, and Sugar 

Ray Robinson. Another small group, in the persons of 

Bros John Wayne, Hoot Gibson, and Tom Mix, were 

listening to Bro William Thaddeus Phillips, also known as 

Butch Cassidy. 

The founding members, Bros George Washington, Sir 

John A MacDonald, Guiseppe Garibaldi, Benito Jaurez, 

John Hancock, and Ben Franklin were seated in the East. 

They have been joined by Sir Stamford Raffles, founder 

of Singapore. The Generals, Omar Bradley, Jimmy 

Doolittle, George C Marshall, John Pershing and Douglas 

McArthur, take their seats next to Franklin Roosevelt and 

Winston Churchill. The Lodge Treasurer, Bro Henry Knox 

was busy collecting dues from Bros Thomas E Dewey and 

William McKinley. The Master, MW Bro HRH The Duke 

of Connaught, has rapped the gavel to call the Lodge to 

order and it is now time for us to depart. With one last look 
at this brilliant assembly, one wonders what the public's 

perception of Freemasonry might be if they were able to 

visit such a lodge. 

Author Unknown 

THIS MONTH IN MASONIC HISTORY 

Charles Albert “Chief” Bender was a Hall of Fame baseball 

player born in Crow Wing County, Minnesota on the White 

Earth Indian Reservation on May 5, 1884. He was a member 

of the Ojibwe (sometimes spelled Ojibwa) tribe. He was given 

the Indian nickname “Mandowescence”, which means “little 

spirit animal”. 

In 1903, at age 19, Bender began his professional career with 

the Philadelphia Athletics(A's). In his first year, he was one of 

only a few players to throw more than 200 pitches in a season. 

During that first year he also got a chance to pitch against Cy 

Young. 

Bender continued to rack up impressive statistics. At the same 

time he was dealing with discrimination. Even his nickname 

“Chief” was a common nickname given to players of Native 

American descent. Bender took the taunts in stride, even 

smiling at some. On occasion when he retired the side with a 

strike out, he shouted back “Foreigners! Foreigners!” 

By the time that Bender's professional career was over in 1918, 

he had a record of 212-127 and a career ERA 2.46. In five trips 

to the World Series, he had 6 wins and completed 9 of the 10 

games where he started and had won 3 World’s Series 

including throwing a a no-hitter on May 12th, 1910. Bender 

was elected into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1953.  

Bender passed away on May 22, 1954 from prostate cancer. 

Bender was a member of Lamberton Lodge No. 487 in 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
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PREPAREDNESS  MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
In all the work of Freemasonry, emphasis is placed upon the 

importance of adequate preparation of moral, ethical, and 

spiritual vocations. Preparation of the heart is the first 

essential in Masonry, and certain outward preparations 

symbolic of, and manifesting, inward preparedness are 

required. It must be remembered that the preparation of the 

candidate for his entrance into Masonry is entirely symbolic, 

and full of signification. This preparation cannot be altered, 

abridged, or added to in any of its details, because of its 

esoteric design. Preparation for the different degrees vary, 

and the symbolisms are, of course, different. 

Br. Thomas Nelson Johnson – 61 yrs 

Br. Homer Raydon Aikin – 58 yrs 

Br. John Vincent Lucas, Jr. – 53 yrs 

Br. Dennis Albert Miller – 49 yrs 

Brother Robert Lee Burnett, III – 49 yrs 

RW Lee Jackson Sloppy – 46 yrs 

Br. Bruce Lee Summer – 42 yrs 

Br. Kenneth Michael Dague – 37 yrs 

WB Arturo De Hoyos – 34 yrs 

Br. Gary Lee Short – 21 yrs 

Br. David Earl Stout, Jr. – 18 yrs 

Br. David Stephen Horlacher – 15 yrs 

Total Masonic Years:  484 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH  
It's not the critic who counts, not the man who points 

out how the strong man stumbled, or when the doer of 

deeds could have done better. The credit belongs to the 

man who is actually in the arena; whose face is marred 

by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; 

who errs and comes short again and again; who knows 

the great enthusiasms, the great devotions and spends 

himself in a worthy cause; who at the best, knows in the 

end the triumph of high achievement; and who at the 

worst if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so 

that his place shall never be with those cold and timid 

souls who know neither victory or defeat.”. 

Bro. Theodore Roosevelt, Jr 
26th President of the United States 

North Dakota Cattle Rancher 

Leader of the Famed “Rough Riders” 

Governor of New York 

Advocate for the National Park System 

Nobel Peace Prize Winner 

Adventurer 

Member of Matinecokc Lodge No. 806 

of Oyster Bay, New York 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 Re-enactment of the Cornerstone Dedication of the 

George Washington Masonic National Memorial 

Please save the date – February 20, 2023 – and plan now 

to attend the historic re-enactment of the cornerstone 

laying of the George Washington Masonic National 

Memorial. The Memorial is a National Historic Landmark 

that stands as American Freemasonry’s vital tribute to 

George Washington and the values of freedom. 

 

LODGE FINANCIAL CONDITION 
There are lots of Brethren that cannot make it to the Lodge 

for our Stated Communication. As a result, MVL will 

publish summary financial information to the Brethren 

monthly. 

At and as of April 30, 2022 

Cash: 

Beginning Balance (at Jan. 1, 2022)  $ 14,083.12 

  Receipts (YTD)  $   4,879.19 

  Disbursements (YTD)  $  (3,756.03) 

Ending Balance (at March 31, 2022)  $ 15,206.28 

The following is information for the period ended March 

31, 2022 as compared to the Budget presented to the Lodge 

in 2021 by the Senior Warden. 

 

 Actual Budget Difference 

Income $ 4,329.19 $ 6,642.50 $(2,313.21)  

Expenses $ 3,756.03  $ 6,819.00 $(3,082.97) 

Net $    573.18 $   (176.50) $     749.66 

Income for the year-to-date period ended April 31, 2022 is 

still far below budget. Below budget dues collection and 

degree fees are the primary causes. This is primarily a 

timing issue in the budget compared to actual receipt of 

dues. 

Expenses are also far below budget as a result of donations 

offsetting some expenses as well as $1,500 in Lodge 

Maintenance expenses related to the upstairs bathrooms 

that has yet to be spent. 
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