
MOUNT VERNON LODGE NO. 219 
A.F. & A.M. 

TRESTLEBOARD 

 

Vol 3. No. 9  September 2022 

FROM THE EAST  FROM THE SECRETARY 

Where did August Go? 

       By Christian Ray Glad, WM 

Last month on the 12th and 13th, your Worshipful Master 

and a few members of the lodge attended the Reid James 
Simmons Academy of Masonic Ritual. After a two-year 

hiatus, the Grand Lodge Committee on Work was once 

again able to put on this event. What an experience! 

Worshipful Brother Zarlenga and I road our motorcycles 

to Roanoke on the 11th meeting up with Masons from all 

around the Commonwealth of Virginia. I was amazed that 

some lodges had their full line in attendance and would like 

to challenge Mount Vernon Lodge to do the same for future 

events. 

The Ritual Workshops included Teaching Techniques, 
Lectures, Catechisms, Chaplains, MM Degree (Ruffians 

and Fellowcrafts), Warden Certificate Preparation, Gold 

and Silver Card Exams, and Floor Work. I chose to attend 

the Teaching Techniques and Catechisms Workshops. In 

the Teaching Techniques, I learned the “Roll of the Craft”. 

It was remarkable by the end of the workshop I was able to 

recall all 15 names. The Catechisms Workshop covered all 

three Catechisms. As many of you are aware, I was not 

initiated, passed, or raised here in Virginia. Hence, I have 
not performed a Virginia Catechism returns in open lodge 

as the examinee. My goal is to do all the returns in open 

lodge by the end of 2023, thereby, qualifying for the 

certificate awarded by the Grand Lodge for accomplishing 

the returns in open lodge. 

In continuation with this year’s theme of “preparing”, a 

wonderful opportunity has been presented for community 

outreach and communication with other Masonic Lodges. 

This event is “Masonic Lodges on the Air” and is 

scheduled to take place on September 24. Masonic Lodges 
on the Air (MLotA) is an amateur radio special event. 

(Some of you my know that we have a few HAMs in our 

 Congratulations to our newest Life Member in 

Perpetuity, Brother Billy Smith! He has invested in the 

future of our lodge. If you would like information on 

this program, please contact me. 

We have quite a bit of degree work coming up in the 

next few months, if you haven’t been out to lodge in a 

while, please join us and welcome our new brethren.  

If you will be attending the Grand Annual 

Communication in November, there are two great 

meals you should consider attending. The first is the 

Grand Annual Banquet. The Banquet is scheduled for 

the evening of Friday, November 11th. Cost is $50.00. 

Please email me to RSVP as soon as possible and bring 

the money to the September Stated Communication on 

the 26th. 

The MAHOVA fundraising luncheon will be held in 

conjunction with the Grand Annual Communication 

and benefits the Masonic Home of Virginia. The 

luncheon is scheduled for noon on Friday, November 

11th. The cost is $125.00 and is tax deductible. Email 

me to RSVP by the September Stated Communication 

with payment by October 10th. 

 FROM THE EAST (CONT.) 

 lodge.) In cooperation with the Mount Vernon 
Amateur Radio Club (MVARC), the plan is to set up a 

couple of amateur radio stations at MVL to participate 

in the event. This is an open event, and I would like to 

extend an invitation to all young and old who wish to 

come down the lodge on that day and observe or 

possibly even talk on the radio. For more information 

about MLotA, please see the following links, 

http://www.arrl.org/news/masonic-lodges-on-the-air-

event-to-take-place-on-september-24 or 

http://cqmorelight.com/faq.  

LODGE CONTACT INFORMATION 
Worshipful Master: Christian Ray Glad – wm@mtvernon219.org 

Secretary: Matthew T. Szramoski – mmva@yahoo.com or 703-347-9549 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 74 - Mount Vernon, VA 22122 

http://www.arrl.org/news/masonic-lodges-on-the-air-event-to-take-place-on-september-24
http://www.arrl.org/news/masonic-lodges-on-the-air-event-to-take-place-on-september-24
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LODGE EDUCATION NOTE  or anyone who has built any project in their home, will 

realize that materials get damaged. In the process of 

shipping, in the process of storage on or off site, and in the 

process of assembly, sometimes pieces get mishandled 

and broken. Thus, these pieces find their way to the 

rubbish heap.What is the lesson here for us as Masons? 

Every time we get a new candidate, and he enters our 

lodge, he is beginning his journey from the forest, or the 

quarry to the building site, where we hope he will become 

an integral part of our temple. If we mishandle that 

candidate, if we set a bad example, if we do not live by our 

teachings, if we do not teach the candidate the importance 

of our craft, if we do not show him that he is important, 

then when or if, that candidate becomes a Master Mason, 

the chances are he will receive his dues card, walk out our 

door, and we will never see him again. If this happens to a 

candidate, or to a brother of our lodge, then that man just 

found his way to the rubbish heap of our temple. We need 

to be careful to handle and form each candidate and 

member with the utmost care. This is a responsibility of all 

Masons. 

I think this story alludes to a more important lesson. God 

asked Amos what he saw, and Amos replied “A plumb 

line”. Then God proceeded to tell Amos that He was going 

to set a plumb line in the midst of His people and measure 

them, and that if they were not standing upright, He was 

going to cut them off. We are taught to stand upright 

before God. We are taught that we are traveling on the 

level of time to an undiscovered country. We are taught to 

act on the square. We are taught that someday we will 

become part of a temple, not made by hands, eternal in the 

heavens. If within our journey through life from the forest, 

or the quarry to that house not made by hands, if within 

that journey we do not pay attention to our teachings, help 

one another, or follow the examples laid down by the 

Grand Master of the Universe in that great book of 

Revelation, then when we arrive at that building site, we 

will be damaged goods, and will not fit. Thus, my brethren, 

we would end up on the rubbish heap of that temple, a 

place where God has assured you, you do not want to be. 
Source: http://glohio.com/education/The_Rubbish_Of_The_Temple.pdf 

The Rubbish Of The Temple 

       By Br. Marc Sanders, LEO 
One of the first things I did after my first experience with the 

Master Mason’s degree was to reread Kings 1 and 2 in the 

Holy Bible. These chapters provide the basis for the allegory 

on which much of our ritual is based. Without invoking a 

religious discussion in violation of one of our most valued 

tenets, I began to see these books of the Holy Bible from a 

different perspective after becoming a Master Mason. I also 

began to understand why there seems to be a great deal of 

hatred towards Freemasonry by many historical figures who 

have different ideas about free thought, higher knowledge, 

and how an enlightened brotherhood can be a powerful entity. 

Suffice it to say that many parallel anecdotes serve to support 

and illuminate the Hiramic Legend. In this month’s LEO 

section, I provide a piece by Grand Lodge of Ohio past 

Education Officer William E. Estell. I enjoyed this brief 

discussion because it recounts the importance of ensuring our 

Masonic Temple is properly maintained and can serve to host 

our membership appropriately. 

In the Entered Apprentice Degree, we learn that at the 

building of King Solomon's Temple, there was no cutting of 

the materials on site. All of the materials were prepared in 

some other location, brought to the site, and assembled 

without the aid of any tool of iron. The timbers and woodwork 

were cut and shaped in the forests of Lebanon, and then 

conveyed to the temple. Likewise, the stones were cut and 

numbered in the quarries before being shipped to the building 

site. We further learn, every part was fitted with such 

exactness, that the finished building had the appearance of the 

handiwork of God, and not of human hands. 

Later in our travels to the East, we discover that the body of 

our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, was buried in the rubbish of 

the temple. If all the materials of the temple were prepared off 

site, and if there was no cutting of any materials on the site, 

and if the materials fitted with such exactness, then where did 

the rubbish of the temple come from? 

I think that anyone who is employed in the building trades 

 

LODGE CALENDAR 
(MAKE SURE YOU CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR OUR CONSTANT CONTACT CALENDAR UPDATES) 

September 2022  October 2022 
09/19 Called Communication – 6:45pm; arrive by 6:30pm 

09/24 Masonic Lodges on the Air – Time TBD 

09/26  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship and Dinner 

09/28  District School – Location TBC 

 School: 7:00pm; Fellowship: 6:30pm 

 10/15  Mt Vernon Flea Market: Volunteer 8am – 1pm 

10/24  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship and Dinner 

10/26  District School – Location TBC 

 School: 7:00pm; Fellowship: 6:30pm 

10/29  5th Saturday Breakfast – 8:30am 

Catechism School  Ritual School 
Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  Catechism School will be 

held from 6:30pm until 7:30pm. Learn the questions to 

examine a candidate or give the return, or both. This is the 

first step to becoming a mentor to a new Mason. 

 Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  Lodge Ritual School 

will be held from 7:30pm until 8:30pm. All Lodge elected 

and appointed officers are expected to attend. 
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SEPTEMBER IS NATIONAL 

PREPAREDNESS MONTH 
 There are many organizations that assist during 

emergencies, including Citizen Corps, CERT, the 

American Red Cross, Neighborhood Watch, Fire Corps, 

Civil Air Patrol, and the American Radio Relay League to 

name a few. Consider volunteering. 

There are also actions you can take in your preparations 

including: 

• Access local resources. Contact your local fire 

department to find out if they may have programs that 

provide fire or carbon monoxide detectors. Check online 

for free or discounted CPR courses offered near you. 

• Sign up for free emergency alerts in your area to 

receive life-saving information from your state and local 

municipality. 

• Verify your home is fully insured for the disaster 

risks in your area. Talk to your insurance agent to ensure 

there are no gaps in your coverage, but also remember you 

should shop around to get the best rate. Ask about 

discounts that may be available and consider increasing the 

deductibles to reduce your premiums. 
Continued on Page 4 

Launched in 2004, National Preparedness Month (NPM) is 

FEMA’s national annual preparedness outreach. NPM is 

managed and sponsored by FEMA’s Ready Campaign. The 

Ready Campaign, in conjunction with the Ad Council, aims to 

educate and empower Americans during NPM and throughout 

the year to prepare for and respond to all types of emergencies, 

including natural disasters and potential terrorist attacks. 

National Preparedness Month culminates on September 30th 

with National Preparedness Day, the national day of action. 

Step 1: Learn Your Risks & Responses - Be Informed! 

Emergency Alerts: You can receive important lifesaving alerts 

no matter where you are - home, school, or work with a  

Wireless Emergency Alerts or NOAA Weather Radio. 

Social Media: Some weather & safety information can also be 

relayed through social media. However, please remember that 

this is NOT an official means of receiving important lifesaving 

information. 

Natural Disasters: Know which natural disasters can occur in 

your area and how to prepare and stay safe.  A complete List 

of Natural Disasters can be found at 

https://community.fema.gov/take-action/hazards?lang=en_US 

Other Hazards: Remember to plan for things such as 

pandemics, terrorist attacks, etc. or even a house fire or 

localized flooding. 

Shelter & Evacuation: Make sure you know where the nearest 

shelters are, as well as the appropriate evacuation routes/plans 

for specific situations. 

Step 2: Make a Plan! 

It is important to make a family emergency plan that can be put 

into action as soon as disaster strikes. Make sure to include 

plans for children, seniors, disabled, and don't forget pets! 

• Who Should People Contact? Pick the same person for 

each family member to contact. Pick someone out of town—

they may be easier to reach in a disaster. 

• Where Will Everyone Meet? Decide on safe, familiar, 

accessible places where your family can go for protection or to 

reunite. If you have pets or service animals, think about 

animal-friendly locations. 

Step 3: Build a Supply Kit! 

A supply kit is a must when planning for potential disasters. 

You need to make sure you and your family have the necessary 

food and supplies to sustain you until the power returns or help 

arrives. It is also important to keep the kit maintained by 

keeping food/water fresh and supplies working properly.  It is 

typically best to store the kit, along with any pet supplies, in a 

closet or the basement.  Learn how to build a kit and what the 

kit should have in it at https://www.ready.gov/kit. 

Step 4: Get Involved! 

Find opportunities to support community preparedness. There 

are many ways to get involved before disaster strikes.  So, ask 

yourself, "How can I help?" 

 

THIS MONTH IN MASONIC HISTORY 

Edmund Pendleton, an American lawyer and founding 

father, was born on September 9th, 1721 in Caroline 

County, Virginia. His father passed away four months 

before he was born and it is believed his paternal 

grandfather helped raise him until his mother remarried.  

In April 1741, Pendleton received his license to practice 

law. In 1751, he became the Caroline County justice of the 

peace. From 1752 to 1776, Pendleton served in the 

Virginia House of Burgesses which was the first elected 

body in North America. 

In 1766, Pendleton was named an executor of his mentor, 

John Robinson's estate. Robinson was considered the 

wealthiest man in Virginia and even before his passing 

questions arose about his true financial situation. It turned 

out Robinson was in substantial debt at the time of his 

death. The John Robinson Estate Scandal was a major 

financial scandal of its time. 

In 1774, Pendleton served on the Continental Congress 

representing Virginia with George Washington and 

Patrick Henry. He was a political rival of Henry. 

In 1778, Pendleton served on the Virginia Supreme Court 

of Appeals. This later become known as the Virginia 

Supreme Court and Pendleton became its first chief 

justice. 

Pendleton passed away on October 23, 1803. When he 

passed, Congress all wore black armbands and a resolution 

was passed stating they “regret that another star from the 

splendid constellation of virtue and talents which guided 

the people of the United States in their struggle for 

independence” was lost. 

Pendleton was a member of Fairfax Lodge No. 43, 

Culpepper, Virginia. 
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PREPAREDNESS (CONT.)  MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 

• Make sure everyone in the house knows how to turn 

off the electricity, gas, and water in case of emergency. 

• Store important documents and information in a safe 

place. Items like passports, birth certificates, maps and 

electronics should be put in a flood-safe place like a high shelf 

or upper floor in resealable, water-tight plastic bags to help 

waterproof them. Store important documents like insurance 

policies digitally. Make sure you put important phone 

numbers somewhere besides just your cell phone. 

The roots of the word disaster can be traced back to Ancient 

Greek and a word that translates to ‘bad star.’ This is in 

reference to the idea that bad things happen because of the 

position of the planets. As we now know, that is not generally 

the case. However, being prepared has its benefits.  Learning 

how to protect yourself is the smartest step you can take to 

help your community. The more people that are prepared, the 
faster your community can recover from the effects of a 

disaster. 

Fear and panic increase the losses brought on by the disaster. 

Simple Preparedness activities like floodproofing the house 

and securing items that can shake loose in the event of 

earthquakes can reduce the damage. 

RW William Arthur Shortt - 67 years 

Br. Richard Allen Gipson - 53 years 

WB Arthur Cardoso Ferreira - 48 years 

Br. Otto Henry Kittel, Jr. - 40 years 

Br. Richard Thomas Purkins - 33 years 

Br. Armand Ambrose Scott Cerrone - 21 years 

Br. William Blake Allen III - 21 years 

Br. Jose Antonio Diaz - 5 years 

Br. Alexander Loran Szramoski - 3 years 

Total Masonic Years:  291 

SAVE THE DATE 

Re-enactment of the Cornerstone Dedication of the 

George Washington Masonic National Memorial 

Please save the date – February 20, 2023 – and plan now 

to attend the historic re-enactment of the cornerstone 

laying of the George Washington Masonic National 

Memorial. The Memorial is a National Historic Landmark 

that stands as American Freemasonry’s vital tribute to 

George Washington and the values of freedom. 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH  TREASURER’S REPORT 
“The applications of science have built man a well-supplied 

house, and are teaching him to live healthily therein. They 
have enabled him to throw masses of people against another 

with cruel weapons. They may yet allow him truly to 

encompass the great record and to grow in the wisdom of race 
experience. He may perish in conflict before he learns to wield 

that record for his true good. Yet, in the application of science 
to the needs and desires of man, it would seem to be a 

singularly unfortunate stage at which to terminate the 

process, or to lose hope as to the outcome.” 

WB Vannevar Bush 

Past Master of Richard C. Maclaurin Lodge 

American Engineer and Science Administrator 

Primary Organizer of the Manhattan Project 

Dean of Engineering at MIT 

President of the Carnegie Institution of Washington 

Co-Founder of The Raytheon Company 

Vannevar Bush is perhaps best 

remembered as the author of the 

revolutionary essay “As We May 

Think.” Published in 1945, it 

envisaged much of the technology 

we take for granted today, including 

personal computers, the Internet, 

hypertext, online encyclopedias, 

and speech recognition software. 

Bush is rumored to have 

investigated UFO activity in the wake of the Roswell incident, 

the supposed crash of an alien aircraft in New Mexico in 1947. 

Bush died at age 84 on June 28, 1974. 

The financial condition of MVL is presented this month 

for those Members that are unable to attend our Stated 

Communication. 

At and as of September 1, 2022 

Cash: 

Beginning Balance (at Jan. 1, 2022)  $ 14,083.12 

  Receipts (YTD)  $ 11,904.26 

  Disbursements (YTD)  $  (8,090.67) 

Ending Balance (at Sept 1, 2022)  $ 17,896.71 

The following is information for the period ended August 

31, 2022 as compared to the Budget presented to the Lodge 

in 2021 by the Senior Warden. 

 Actual Budget Difference 

Income $10,604.26 $   9,730.00 $    874.26 

Expenses $ (7,990.67) $(12,489.00) $  4,040.92 

Net $ 2,613.59 $  (2,759.00) $  5,372.59 

Income for the year-to-date period ended August 1, 2022 

is about 9% ahead of budget thanks to the continued 

success of the Flea Market. The Flea Market alone is over 

$1,420 ahead of budget, offsetting a $1,240 shortfall in 

projected annual dues. Degree fees are also ahead of 

budget. 

Expenses are far below budget primarily because of lodge 
maintenance expenses that have been budgeted but not yet 
spent. The work is expected to begin in September or 
October and cost between $3,000 and $4,000. Offsetting 
these yet to be incurred expenses are also increased utility 
expenses and an unbudgeted for expense related to the 
HVAC maintenance contract. All in, expenses are 
approximately right on budget. 
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