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Are you a HAM??? 

       By Christian Ray Glad, WM 
It was colder than usual on the morning of September 24. Even 

though it was a Saturday, I wasn’t sleeping in. Instead, I 

hopped out of bed to begin welcoming Brothers and friends to 

our Lodge. 

Our first annual participation of the Masonic Lodges on the 

Air (MLotA) Contest had begun! Together with several 

members of the Mount Vernon Amateur Radio Club 

(MVARC), we set up and operated amateur radio stations and 

invited our Brethren and the neighboring public to come try 

their hand operating HAM radios. It was an educational event, 

a social event, and a historical event as well! (What other lodge 

could set up and broadcast from Brother George Washington 

original land track?!) 

The idea for the Masonic Lodges on the Air Contest grew out 

of the realization that many Freemasons have a love for 

Amateur Radio and a dedication to being prepared to assist in 

emergencies. MVL has at least 4 licensed HAM operators. 

Getting a license is easy, let me know if you’re interested in 

becoming a HAM? 

Who doesn’t love launching rockets or shooting potato guns?! 

Our first task in setting up the MLotA station was to get an 

antenna up as high as we could so that our signal could be 

heard well. After launching an antenna twice in a backyard tree 

(at 100 psi), everyone was satisfied with the height of the 

antenna. Next, we set up the radio --It was an ICOM-7300. 

Even if you didn’t have a license, you had an opportunity to 

talk on the radio (under the supervision of the licensed 

operator). 

During the event, we were able to make radio contacts 

reaching as far as New York, New Jersey, Philadelphia, and 

Ohio all from the backyard of our Lodge. 

In light of the fact this all happened short-notice, for a first 

event it went very well. Here’s your notice for next year: mark 

your calendars for September 23rd, 2023. 

 There will be significant resolutions regarding 

Masonic Trials at the Grand Annual Communication.  

The concept was to ensure that a fair trial is held for 

any member and that the process is uniform.  
Fortunately, we have very few of these in the Grand 

Lodge of Virginia. That being said, issues have arisen 

in recent years requiring improvements in the 

procedures. Please review these resolutions which can 

be found on GrandView and let the Worshipful Mater 

know if you have any questions or concerns. 

I am in the process of finalizing a list of Masonic 

widows of Mount Vernon Lodge. Please let me know 

the names and contact information for any widows that 

you are aware of. We want to make sure we are 
fulfilling our obligation to look after our Masonic 

widows and check in with them occasionally. If you 

have any names/contact information, please send it to 

me at mszramoski@scottishrite.org. 

 MVL FLEA MARKET & YARD SALE 

 Each year, prior to COVID, Mount Vernon Lodge held 

a Yard Sale in conjunction the last two dates of the 

MVL Flea Market. Each year, the members of MVL 

would take their good used items and place them in the 

back room. Because of COVID, we have quite a few 
items waiting to be sold. The nice thing about this is 

that all the proceeds from the Yard Sale go directly to 

MVL. 

This year, the Yard Sale will be held in conjunction 

with the MVL Flea Markets on October 15th and 

November 19th. Because we are responsible for 

pricing, displaying, and selling the items in the Flea 

Market, we will have Flea Market staging on at 6:00pm 

on Friday, October 14th and November 18th. 

Volunteers are need. Many hands make for light work. 

LODGE CONTACT INFORMATION 
Worshipful Master: Christian Ray Glad – wm@mtvernon219.org 

Secretary: Matthew T. Szramoski – mmva@yahoo.com or 703-347-9549 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 74 - Mount Vernon, VA 22122 
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LODGE EDUCATION NOTE  of beauty and use. Before us it holds an ideal and plan of 

a Temple, into which it seeks to build our lives as stones. 

So it begins by using the Gavel, cutting away rough edges 

and breaking off ugly vices. Any man who knows himself 

at all knows how much it is needed, if he is to be a true 

man. 

Nor did we notice, in the surprise of initiation, that the 

Gavel is also used by the Master of the Lodge. With it he 

opened and closed the Lodge; with it he ruled. It is the 

symbol of his power. It is wonderful, if we think of it, how 

the humblest tool is put into the hand of the highest officer. 

So rough an instrument, the commonest in the quarry, 

hardly seems to typify a ruler. Yet in the three principal 

offices of the Lodge it is the symbol of authority. The 

Lodge is ruled not by a Square, still less by a Scepter, but 

by the sound of a common Gavel — only Masonry could 

have thought of a thing so beautiful. 

Nor it is to wonder at, because no tool in the kit of the Craft 

is used so often, and in so many ways, as the gavel. Yet, 

as someone has observed, in all its variety of uses it 

remains the same. It is like a moral principle; it changes 

not. When the rough ashlar is first taken from the quarry, 

the first tool applied to it, in the process of making it fit for 

its place, is the Gavel. Later, when the chisel must be used 

on the stone, the Gavel is employed to carry into effect the 

design of the worker. The Gavel is used in breaking large 

stones, or for chipping off tiny fragments; and it is equally 

effective for both ends. 

As the Gavel sounds in the East, calling us to another year 

of Masonic Labor, each of us ought to ask himself such 

questions as these, and answer them honestly in his own 

soul. What kind of a Lodge would my Lodge be if all its 

members were like me? What value would Masonry be to 

the world, if every one of its sons made the same use of it 

as we do? Do we answer the signs and summons sent to us 

by the Lodge, as we vowed to do at its Altar? If not, what 

is a Masonic Obligation worth, and what does it mean — 

nothing? Such questions tell us where we are in Masonry, 

and why we do so little with it. 

The Sound of the Gavel 

Excerpted from the Short Talk Bulletin dated 

October 1925 – Vol. III No. 25 
The lodge is opened, tiled and tested; and the sound of the 

Gavel in the East calls the Craft from refreshment to labor. 

Soon the noisy quarries will be busy, making ready the stone 

for a living Temple slowly rising without the sound of 

hammer or ax; built by the faith and labor of good and wise 

men as a shrine of fellowship and a shelter for the Holy things 

of life. 

The Common Gavel, it is a symbol both of labor and of 

power. As the square is no doubt the oldest instrument of our 

science, so the Gavel is its oldest working tool — some trace 

it back to the rude ax of the Stone Age. How simple it is — 

just a piece of metal with a beating surface at one end and a 

cutting edge at the other, with a handle for better effect in use. 

Every Mason knows by heart the explanation of its meaning, 

given him in the First Degree: 

"The Common Gavel is an instrument used by Operative 

Masons to break off corners of rough stones, the better to fit 

them for the builder's use; but we, as Free and Accepted 

Masons, are taught to make use of it for the more noble and 

glorious purpose of divesting our hearts and consciences of 

all the vices and superfluities of life, thereby fitting ourselves 

as living stones, for that spiritual building, that house not 

made with hands, eternal in the heavens." 

The words are simple; their meaning is plain — searching, 

too, when we think of the rough and superfluous things which 

need to be broken off and polished away from the best of us, 

before we are fit to be used by the Master of all good work. 

Alas, the words are so familiar that we, too, often forget how 

pointed and practical they are, teaching us the first necessity 

of the Craft — its need of clean and square men. 

As we listen to those words for the first time, we did not 

realize how much meaning they held. No one can. There are 

so many delicate touches in Masonry, so many fine arts, that 

time is needed to see and appreciate them. Its business is to 

build men, taking the raw stuff of us and shaping it into forms 

 

LODGE CALENDAR 
(MAKE SURE YOU CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR OUR CONSTANT CONTACT CALENDAR UPDATES) 

October 2022  November 2022 
10/15  Mt Vernon Flea Market: Volunteer 8am – 1pm 

10/24  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship and Dinner 

10/26  District School – Location TBC 

 School: 7:00pm; Fellowship: 6:30pm 

10/29  5th Saturday Breakfast – 8:30am 

 11/19  Mt Vernon Flea Market: Volunteer 8am – 1pm 

11/28  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship and Dinner 

 

NOTE: The 2023 Budget will be presented at the 

October 24th Stated Communication. 

Catechism School  Ritual School 
Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  Catechism School will be 

held from 6:30pm until 7:30pm. Learn the questions to 

examine a candidate or give the return, or both. This is the 

first step to becoming a mentor to a new Mason. 

 Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  Lodge Ritual School 

will be held from 7:30pm until 8:30pm. All Lodge elected 

and appointed officers are expected to attend. 
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PREPAREDNESS: PLANNED OR 

DEFERRED GIVING 
      GIFT ANNUITY: A donor writes a check or transfers 

stocks or securities to Mount Vernon Lodge, signing an 

annuity agreement in which Mount Vernon Lodge agrees 

to pay the donor an annual fixed dollar amount for life. The 

donor may be eligible to receive an immediate income tax 

deduction. 

     UNITRUST: A donor writes a check or transfers stocks 

or securities to a trust, naming Mount Vernon Lodge as the 

beneficiary. The donor may be eligible to receive a tax 

deduction and lifetime income equal to an agreed upon, 

fixed percentage of the annual value of the trust. 

     ANNUITY TRUST: A donor writes a check or 

transfers stocks or securities to an annuity trust, naming 

Mount Vernon Lodge as the beneficiary. The donor may 

be eligible to receive an immediate tax deduction and 

income for life, of a fixed dollar amount per year. 

Continued on Page 4 

Preparing to meet the Supreme Architect of the Universe as 

well as providing for your family, although not a subject 

people want to think about, is a subject every member should 

think about and be prepared for. Therefore, estate planning is 

just as important as any other preparedness subject we have 

discussed this year. And, as fate would have it, October 17th to 

the 23rd is Estate Planning Week. 

PLANNED or DEFERRED GIVING. Planned gifts help 

generous individuals make larger gifts than they could make 

from their income. While some planned gifts provide a life-

long income to the donor, others use estate and tax planning 

techniques in ways that maximize the gift or minimize its 

impact on the donor’s estate. 

Planned gifts create a legacy at Mount Vernon Lodge. Called 

planned gifts because in each of these options, the donor makes 

plans today to create funds for Mount Vernon Lodge to use in 

the future. Legacy gifts allow the donor’s impact to be felt after 

he or she is no longer with us. 

BEQUEST by WILL or LIVING TRUST. A will or living trust 

is a very personal matter and should be prepared with an 

attorney. The following language is an example of how a 

bequest may be worded: 

I give, devise, and bequeath to the Trustees of Mount Vernon 

Lodge No. 219, located at 8717 Ft. Hunt Rd, Alexandria, VA, 

_______ percent of my estate (or $______ or other personal or 

real property appropriately described). 

RETAINED LIFE ESTATE. A donor may generate a current 

income tax deduction by giving a home or farm to Mount 

Vernon Lodge, while retaining the right to occupy, rent or 

otherwise use the property during the donor’s lifetime. The 

property will also be removed from the donor’s taxable estate. 

GIFTS of INSURANCE. A donor may name Mount Vernon 

Lodge as beneficiary of a life insurance policy. Under certain 

circumstances, if Mount Vernon Lodge is named both the sole 

owner and the beneficiary, the contributor may be eligible to 

receive an immediate charitable deduction for the policy’s fair 

market value or the net premiums paid, whichever is less. 

Additional premiums paid may also be tax deductible. 

RETIREMENT PLAN GIFTS. Designation of Mount Vernon 

Lodge as primary or contingent (after a spouse) beneficiary of 

a private pension fund (e.g., IRA, SEP, 401(k), profit sharing 

plan) can result in the most “tax wise” testamentary gift 

possible. This is because retirement accounts are subject to 

taxes that other estate assets may avoid. A donor may be able 

to simply designate Mount Vernon Lodge as beneficiary on the 

plan’s “Beneficiary Designation” form. 

LIFE INCOME GIFTS. By establishing a life income gift, the 

donor may receive an immediate tax deduction, subject to his 

personal limitations, equal to the fair market value of the cash 

or assets donated, less an IRS-approved calculation of the 

benefits that the donor will receive in the future. Specific 

examples include: 

 

THIS MONTH IN MASONIC HISTORY 

Ballington Booth passed away on October 5, 1940.  Booth 

was born on July 28th, 1857 in Brighouse, England. He 

was the second child of the founders of the Salvation 

Army. By age 23, he was a colonel and a training officer 

in the Salvation Army and had served in Australia, the 

United States, and Canada. 

In 1886, Booth and his wife were 

assigned to the U.S. and in 1895 

became American citizens. 

During the 1891 Depression, 

Booth established men's shelters 

for those impacted by the 

Depression. Booth and his wife 

were instrumental in establishing 

the infrastructure of the Salvation 

Army in the U.S. 

Booth and his wife left the 

Salvation Army shortly after becoming U.S. citizens due 
largely to a conflict with his brother who had become the 

Chief of the Staff of the Salvation Army. After leaving the 

Salvation Army, the Booths established God's American 

Volunteers, which was later renamed to Volunteers of 

America (VOA). 

When Booth left the Salvation Army, he took many of the 

American Salvation Army officers and soldiers with him. 

Possibly more important was the fact he also took with him 

many of the bigger American donors. 

Booth became the “General” of the Volunteers of America 

and served in that position until his death. 

Booth was a member of Montclair Lodge No. 144 in New 

Jersey. He later became a member of Charter Oak Lodge 

No. 249 in New York City, New York. He was also the 

Grand Chaplain for the Grand Lodge of New York. He 

was a member of the York Rite and Scottish Rite as well 

as a member of Kismet Temple of the Ancient Arabic 

Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 
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PREPAREDNESS (CONT.)  MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
CONCLUSION. This information is provided for general 

information purposes only. Mount Vernon Lodge No. 219 is 

an exempt organization under IRC Section 501(c)(10) as a 

domestic fraternal society, order, or association. As such, 

Mount Vernon Lodge is tax-exempt, but unlike IRC Section 

501(c)(3) organizations, Mount Vernon Lodge is not qualified 

to receive tax-deductible contributions or donations unless the 

contributions or donations are to be used exclusively for 

religious, charitable, scientific, literary, or educational 

purposes, or for the prevention of cruelty to children or 

animals. Careful estate planning is paramount in order to 

achieve your estate planning goals, especially if those goals 

are to generate a tax deduction for the contribution or donation 

and information specific to your personal situation should be 

obtained from your attorney or financial advisor. Please 

contact RWB Matt at mszramoski@scottishrite.org if you 

have more questions or want to make a planned gift to MVL. 

Br. Benjamin Basil Albert - 70 yrs 

WB Ronald Gene Elliott, Sr. - 60 yrs 

WB Stanley Rae Stewart - 49 yrs 

Br. William Thomas Spencer - 49 yrs 

Br. Karl Luke Park, Jr. - 48 yrs 

RW Robert George Mertz, Jr. - 29 yrs 

Br. Steven Michael Wendelin - 24 yrs 

WB Philip Sylvester Downs, Jr. - 22 yrs 

Br. David Earl Thompson - 19 yrs 

Br. Anthony Keith Feigenblatt - 16 yrs 

Br. Roman Ortega, Jr. - 15 yrs 

Br. Mark Alexander Keagle - 8 yrs 

Br. Curtis Everett Rothrock - 5 yrs 

Br. Spencer Luis Vega - 2 yr 

Br. Marc Wade Sanders - 2 yr 

Br. Billy Christopher Smith - 2 yr 

Br. John Brother Marley - 2 yr 

Br. Colin Eliot Chatfield - 2 yr 

Total Masonic Years:  330 

SAVE THE DATE 

Re-enactment of the Cornerstone Dedication of the 

George Washington Masonic National Memorial 

Please save the date – February 20, 2023 – and plan now to 

attend the historic re-enactment of the cornerstone laying of 

the George Washington Masonic National Memorial. The 

Memorial is a National Historic Landmark that stands as 

American Freemasonry’s vital tribute to George Washington 

and the values of freedom. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The financial condition of MVL is presented this month 

for those Members that are unable to attend our Stated 

Communication. 

At and as of September 30, 2022 

Cash: 

Beginning Balance (at Jan. 1, 2022)  $ 14,083.12 

  Receipts (YTD)  $ 12,830.26 

  Disbursements (YTD)  $  (9,567.28) 

Ending Balance (at Sept 30, 2022)  $ 17,346.10 

The following is information for the period ended 

September 30, 2022 as compared to the Budget presented 

to the Lodge in 2021 by the Senior Warden. 

 Actual Budget Difference 

Income $11,330.26 $ 10,780.00 $     550.26 

Expenses $ (9,592.28) $(13,679.00) $  4,086.72 

Net $  1,737.98 $  (2,899.00) $  4,636.98 

Income for the year-to-date period ended September 30, 

2022 is still about 5.1% ahead of budget thanks to the 

continued success of the Flea Market. A big drain on the 

budgeted income is that we have only collected 73% of the 

annual dues from our members that are not Life Members 

In Perpetuity. 

Expenses are still well below budget coming in at 70.1% 

of what has been budgeted or $4,086 under budget.  

However, we have budgeted $3,000 for building upgrades 

that has yet to be spent.  Also, we have some carry-over 

bills from 2021 that were paid in 2022.  Also, for 2022, 

most of the meals have been donated saving MVL $1,262 

compared to what was budgeted. 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

“Remember that life's length is not measured by its hours and 
days, but by that which we have done therein. A useless life is 

short if it lasts a century. There are greater and better things 

in us all, if we would find them out. There will always be in 
this world – wrongs. No wrong is really successful. The day 

will come when light and truth and the just and the good shall 

be victorious and wrong as evil will be no more forever.” 

WB Walter Breuning 

Supercentenarian 

Railroader 

Walter Breuning (September 21, 1896 – April 14, 2011) was 

an American supercentenarian who was the oldest living man 

from July 18, 2009, until his death in 2011. Breuning was a 

lifelong cigar smoker, but said in an interview at age 110 that 

he quit in 1999, when he was 103, saying they had become 

too expensive. However, at the age of 108, he briefly started 

smoking again, encouraged by gifts of cigars from as far away 

as London. Breuning retained a sharp memory. 

On his 112th birthday in 2008, Breuning said the secret to long 

life is being active: “If you keep your mind busy and keep 

your body busy, you're going to be around a long time.” 

Bruening is a Past Master of Great Falls, Montana Lodge No. 

118 where he raised in 1925. Scottish Rite, Valley of Great 

Falls, since 1937, Venerable Master in 1950, received the 

K.C.C.H. in 1949, and was coroneted a 33° Inspector General 

Honorary in 1958. Member Algeria Shriners since 1951.  
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