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Safe Travels 

       By Christian Ray Glad, WM 
Wow, where to start?! This month has so many things 

happening involving Masonry, veterans, personal family, and 

extended family. We each must prepare for each of these 
events in our own way. As for me, I am preparing for many 

events and have been looking forward to them for some time. 

The Grand Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of 

Virginia gets under way starting the second week of this 

month, with events from Wednesday the 9th through Saturday 

the 12. I know that some members of our Lodge are going to 

be there, and I am looking forward to visiting with our 

Masonic brothers from around the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

This event is open to all Master Masons, so if you wish to 

attend, please make the journey to Richmond. 

To the those currently serving and to the veterans in our Lodge, 

thank you for your willingness to lay your life on the line to 

protect and defend the lifestyle we all enjoy. November 11 is 

a Federal holiday that began as “Armistice Day” and is now 

known as Veterans Day. This change occurred in 1954, when 

Congress passed the bill and President Eisenhower signed, 

proclaiming November 11 as Veterans Day. If you are not 

attending Grand Annual Communication, you may wish to 

attend some of the local veterans’ activities on the 11th. Events 

are easy to find--just do a search on the internet, and you will 

have a list so big you could not possibly attend them all. 

Thanksgiving also is coming this month as well. Many of you 

may be traveling out of town to get to your thanksgiving 

dinners. If you are driving, take some extra water and blankets 

with you in the car. Being prepared for delays and of the 

unforeseen automotive issue will help remove some stresses of 

traveling. You may be spending time with your families 

locally or afar; in either case be safe and may the good lord 

bless and protect you all. May we all keep in our thoughts and 

prayers the many things we are thankful for and blessed with. 

May we also remember those who may not be a well off as we 

seem to be and pray for those in need.  

I look forward to seeing you all at our stated communication. 

 A special thanks to those who helped with our Lodge 

clean up. We removed the trailer which had been 

abandoned on our property and a full truckload of old 

paints and construction debris. In addition, we removed 

an accumulation of probably twenty years’ worth of 

defunct fluorescent light bulbs, trash from the kitchen and 

much more. We will have another clean up in January and 

anticipate at least a couple of truck loads worth of trash 

to be removed. 

Dues notices will be going out this month. If you are in 

arrears for previous years, it will be noted. Please remit 

your dues as soon as possible, your payment is vital to the 

financial success of the lodge.  Want to avoid annual 

payments? Contact me about the Life Membership in 

Perpetuity program and see if it is right for you. 

 HOLIDAY BAZAAR - VOLUNTEER 

 Last year was the first year for the Mount Vernon 

Lodge Holiday Bazaar, which was a successful fall 

extension of the MVL Flea Market. This year the 

Holiday Bazaar has two dates: November 16th and 

December 3rd.  At the request of vendors, the Holiday 

Bazaars will run from 8am to 3pm. Volunteers are 

need. Many hands make for light work. 

The MVL Flea Markets and Holiday Bazaars provide 

a significant amount of revenue to MVL. Without it, 

MVL would be forced to raise dues to cover expenses 

or constantly have its hand out seeking to nickel and 

dime members for donations. Neither of these is a 

desired alternative. Volunteering is a way that 

members can support the Lodge with sweat equity 

instead of opening their wallets. But it only works if 

more than the same 3 to 5 people volunteer for Lodge 

events. 

If you can volunteer for the Holiday Bazaar, please 

contact Br. John Marley with availability. You do not 

need to be present the entire time. Even volunteering 

an hour or two will help. 

LODGE CONTACT INFORMATION 
Worshipful Master: Christian Ray Glad – wm@mtvernon219.org 

Secretary: Matthew T. Szramoski – mmva@yahoo.com or 703-347-9549 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 74 - Mount Vernon, VA 22122 
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LODGE EDUCATION NOTE  home to displays of items owned by playwright Oscar 

Wilde and Sir Winston Churchill along with many other 

famous Freemasons. 

Lining the walls of the hallways of the museum are 

depictions of many well-known Freemasons from the 

United Kingdom and other countries. I appreciated the fact 

that the British celebrated both their own heralded 

Masons, and as well as many other Masons from around 

the world. The practice of providing a picture and story 

about what these Freemasons did, where they were active, 

and their contributions to both the craft and humanity were 

admirable and extremely interesting. It made me wonder 

which Masons I would honor if we were building a similar 

museum in the United States? It also made me curious 

about whether any of the Masons honored were still alive. 

I know there are many great contributors to our own local 

lodges that I would honor the same way if given the 

chance. 

While at the Freemasons’ Bar and Café located within the 

Freemasons’ Hall in the same building, I made it a point 

to speak with several of the Freemasons coming in to 

attend, or departing from, their stated communications.  

Freemasons’ Hall is used by many lodges on various dates 

at various times. The bar served as a common meeting spot 

and it was easy to tell when a stated communication had 

ended as the line at the bar grew longer for those waiting 

for a pint. 

I introduced myself and told the visitors to the bar of my 

affiliation, and then had several conversations about 

Masonry in the United Kingdom and the common bonds 

we share. Turned out, many things about our fraternity are 

definitely universal. One group I spoke with had members 

who were originally from Australia, Wales, and other 

cities in the UK. We spoke about the things we most 

valued in a lodge. Harmony and friendship among the 

brethren were at the top of all our lists. No matter how nice 

the temple, and no matter how great the building, if the 

members are not true to their obligations and friendly, we 

agreed we would not enjoy the experience we had within. 

Continued on Page 4 

A Visit to Freemasons’ Hall in London 

By Br. Marc Sanders 
This month’s Lodge Education Note is a little more personal 

than some of the other submissions. I pen this from my new 

home half a world away to share a unique experience in 

Masonry. One of the first things I learned about our Masonic 

institution was that it has strong roots and ties to the United 

Kingdom. Indeed, the very genesis of the organization stems 

from the UK. I was very fortunate to be able to visit the capital 

of the original heartland of Masonry, and to tour the Museum 

of Freemasonry/Freemasons’ Hall in London. I share with 

you here a bit of what I learned during my trip which I hope 

to serve as educational insight rather than travel blog. 

The museum itself is remarkably small, but despite its petite 

size, it delivers a great deal of insight about the fraternity and 

how it is extraordinarily global in nature. I wasn’t able to join 

the formal tour of the museum (it was sold out), but did 

eavesdrop on the tour guide for some of the narrative of the 

main exhibits. Apparently not a Mason herself, the guide 

spent a great deal of time fending off accusations against the 

craft by those who had paid their entry fee. I wanted to 

question some of her explanations but reserved my passion in 

the interests of tact. 

I overheard one visitor voice her objection to an organization 

that claims to have meetings for members to “sit around and 

discuss charity work…” which she felt was not what really 

happened in lodge. I pretty much tuned the visitor out after 

that, but the tour guide (again, not a Freemason) made it a 

point to explain that members join for different reasons 

around the world to include supporting charitable causes.  

Despite the fact that she was clearly not a Mason, she did 

exhibit some understanding of the institution. 

Notable exhibits in the museum included some of the 

foundational documents of Freemasonry to include 

Anderson's Constitutions, which spelled out the rules for 

being a Mason in 1723. The Articles of Union, which was 

signed to seal the divide between the Ancients and Moderns 

Grand Lodges in 1813, is also on display. The museum is also  

 

LODGE CALENDAR 
(MAKE SURE YOU CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR OUR CONSTANT CONTACT CALENDAR UPDATES) 

November 2022  December 2022 
11/11-12  Grand Annual Comm – Richmond, VA 

11/16  District School – Dale City Lodge 

 6:30pm – Fellowship; 7:00pm School 

11/19  Mt Vernon Holiday Bazaar: Volunteer 8am – 3pm 

11/28  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship and Dinner 

 12/03  Mt Vernon Holiday Bazaar: Volunteer 8am – 3pm 

12/07  Called Communication – 7:00pm 

 For Work in the Entered Apprentice Degree 

12/19  Stated Communication – 7:30pm 

 6:30pm – Fellowship and Dinner 

 Elections and Audit Committee Report 

Catechism School  Ritual School 
Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  Catechism School will be 

held from 6:30pm until 7:30pm. Learn the questions to 

examine a candidate or give the return, or both. This is the 

first step to becoming a mentor to a new Mason. 

 Every Monday Unless Cancelled.  Lodge Ritual School 

will be held from 7:30pm until 8:30pm. All Lodge elected 

and appointed officers are expected to attend. 
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PREPARING THANKSGIVING DINNER  THIS MONTH IN MASONIC HISTORY 

A fire can become life-threatening in just two minutes. A 

residence can be engulfed in flames in five minutes. 

Fire is FAST! In less than 30 seconds a small flame can turn 

into a major fire. It only takes minutes for thick black smoke 

to fill a house or for it to be engulfed in flames. 

Fire is HOT! Heat is more threatening than flames. Room 

temperatures in a fire can be 100 degrees at floor level and rise 

to 600 degrees at eye level. Inhaling this super-hot air will 

scorch your lungs and melt clothes to your skin. 

Fire is DARK! Fire starts bright, but quickly produces black 

smoke and complete darkness. 

Fire is DEADLY! Smoke and toxic gases kill more people than 

flames do. Fire produces poisonous gases that make you 

disoriented and drowsy. 

Create and Practice a Fire Escape Plan. Remember that every 

second counts in the event of a fire. Escape plans help you get 

out of your home quickly. Practice your home fire escape plan 

twice each year. Some tips to consider when preparing this 

plan include ensuring that you have two ways to get out of each 

room in the event the primary way is blocked by fire or smoke. 

Make sure that windows are not stuck, screens can be taken out 

quickly, and that security bars can be properly opened. Practice 

feeling your way out of the house in the dark or with your eyes 

closed. Teach children not to hide from firefighters. 

Prevent Home Fires. Home fires, especially while cooking 

Thanksgiving dinner, can be preventable. The following are 

simple steps that each of us can take to prevent a tragedy. 

Stay in the kitchen when you are frying, grilling, or broiling 

food. Turn off the stove if you leave the kitchen for even a 

short period of time. Wear short, close-fitting, or tightly rolled 

sleeves when cooking. Position barbecue grills at least 10 feet 

away from siding and deck railings, and out from under eaves 

and overhanging branches. Keep a fire extinguisher available. 

Deep Fryer Safety Tips. Many people will be cooking their 

Thanksgiving turkeys using a deep fryer. Special care should 

be used.  Thousands of fires as well as many deaths and injuries 

happen each year due to turkey fryer fires. Before you set up 

your turkey fryer this  

Set up the turkey fryer more than 10 feet away from your home 

and keep children and pets away. Never leave it unattended. 

The oil must be even and steady at all times to ensure safety. 

Place the fryer on a flat, level surface and carefully gauge the 

amount of oil needed. 

Make sure your Thanksgiving turkey is completely thawed and 

dry. Extra water will cause the oil to bubble furiously and spill 

over. If oil spills from onto the burner, it can cause a fire. 

Use caution when touching the turkey fryer. The lid and handle 

can become very hot and could cause burns. Also be sure to 

keep track of the oil’s temperature as many fryers do not have 

their own thermostats. 

Have a fire extinguisher (multipurpose, dry-powder) ready at 

all times in the event that the oil ignites. 

 John Philip Sousa, an American 

composer and band leader, was 

born on November 6, 1854 in 

Washington D.C. At the age of 

six, he began learning music by 

starting with the violin. It was 

determined Sousa had absolute 

pitch. He studied voice, piano, 

flute, cornet, baritone horn, 

trombone, and alto horn in 

addition to the violin. At the age 

of 13, his father enlisted him in the United States Marine 

Corps as an apprentice musician to prevent Sousa from 

running away and joining a circus band. 

After his apprenticeship was over, Sousa joined a 

theatrical or pit orchestra where he learned to conduct. In 

1880, he returned to the Marine Corps band and remained 

as it's conductor until 1892. During this time, he composed 

many of his famous marches. 

Under Sousa, the Marine Corps band was recorded by the 

Colombia Phonograph Company. He didn't like the new 

recording industry and often made disparaging remarks 

about available music. He referred to it as “canned music” 

a play on a quote by Mark Twain. The reference was to the 

cylinders beeswax recordings came in. In 1892, Sousa 

requested a discharge from the Marine Corps to pursue a 

civilian career in music. 

Sousa led the “the President's Own” band under five 

presidents. He also played at the inauguration of James 

Garfield and Benjamin Harrison. 

In 1893, Sousa directed J.W. Pepper to create the 

sousaphone, a marching brass instrument. Sousa wanted a 

tuba to be heard up and over the band even if the player 

was seated. In 1898, it was redesigned by C.G. Conn. The 

redesign was the instrument Sousa preferred to use. 

In 1917, Sousa was commissioned as an officer in the 

United States Naval Reserve. He was 62 at the time which 

was the mandatory retirement age for Naval officers. 

During the war, he led the Navy band at Great Lakes Naval 

station. By this time, Sousa was a wealthy man. He 

donated his entire salary each month, minus a token $1, to 

the Sailors' and Marines' Relief Fund. He was discharged 

from active duty after the end of the war in November 

1918 and returned to conducting his own band. In the early 

1920s, he was promoted to lieutenant commander in the 

Naval Reserve but did not return to active duty. He 

frequently wore his Navy uniform during performances 

for the remainder of his life. 

On March 6, 1932, Sousa passed away in Sands Point, 

New York from heart failure. He had just conducted a 

rehearsal with the Ringgold Band. 

Sousa was a member of Hiram Lodge No. 10 in 

Washington D.C. 
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LODGE EDUCATION NOTE (CONT.)  MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 
We also discussed ritual and the importance of it to the 

Masonic experience. We all agreed that ritual is a science and 

an art, and that it is critical to maintain the tradition and 

history of Freemasonry. I quickly learned that some of the 

men I was talking to were current officers or even past grand 

lodge officers. Our discussion made me realize that our 

common bond was undoubtedly a result of our shared mutual 

experiences and those of so many that took place in the 

centuries and decades before our own. 

When I asked about the bar, the group explained that the 

United Grand Lodge of England made a decision a few years 

back to replace the old bookstore with a bar and café.  This 

was done in order to raise funds and the bookstore was moved 

elsewhere in the building. Interestingly, the art deco 

architecture of the hall makes it a hot commodity for rentals 

for various purposes. The day we were there, a catwalk had 

been erected and a fashion show was ongoing in the main part 

of the building.  

After many photos and words, I left with a million more 

questions than I had when I entered the museum and hall.  A 

list of questions I should have asked and things I should have 

told them I admired about their Freemasons’ Hall swirled in 

my mind for days. I was glad to have had this experience and 

thank all of my own brethren from MVL for giving me the 

foundation to have shared it many miles away from home. 

Br. Earl Delbert Magill - 50 yrs 

Br. James Raymond Wallace - 50 yrs 

WB Bob I. Feigenblatt - 33 yrs 

Br. Roy Louis Learnard - 30 yrs 

Br. Ronald Louis Stokes - 22 yrs 

Total Masonic Years:  185 

SAVE THE DATE 

Re-enactment of the Cornerstone Dedication of the 

George Washington Masonic National Memorial 

Please save the date – February 20, 2023 – and plan now 

to attend the historic re-enactment of the cornerstone 

laying of the George Washington Masonic National 

Memorial. The Memorial is a National Historic Landmark 

that stands as American Freemasonry’s vital tribute to 

George Washington and the values of freedom. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The financial condition of MVL is presented this month 

for those Members that are unable to attend our Stated 

Communication. 

At and as of October 31, 2022 

Cash: 

Beginning Balance (at Jan. 1, 2022)  $ 14,083.12 

  Receipts (YTD)  $ 14,881.49 

  Disbursements (YTD)  $(10,803.37) 

Ending Balance (at Sept 30, 2022)  $ 18,161.24 

The following is information for the period ended October 

31, 2022 as compared to the Budget presented to the Lodge 

in 2021 by the Senior Warden. 

 Actual Budget Difference 

Income $ 12,831.49 $ 12,130.00 $     701.49 

Expenses $(10,503.37) $(14,774.00) $  4,270.63 

Net $  2,328.12 $  (2,644.00) $  4,972.12 

Income for the year-to-date period ended October 31, 2022 

is still about 5.8% ahead of budget thanks to the Flea 

Market being 64.6% ahead of budget. Through October 

31, 2022, the Flea Markets have generated $4,444 in 

revenues compared to a budgeted amount of $2,700. Flea 

Market revenues should continue to grow in 2022 as MVL 

added two Holiday Bazaars for November and December 

2022 at the request of vendors that were not included in 

the budget. Our annual dues collection is still only 74.2% 

of budget and we encourage any member having difficulty 

paying dues to contact the Lodge Secretary. 

Expenses are still well below budget coming in at 71.1% 

of what has been budgeted or $4,270 under budget.  

However, we have budgeted $3,000 for building upgrades 

that has yet to be spent. Also, we have some carry-over 

bills from 2021 that were paid in 2022.  Also, for 2022, 

most of the meals have been donated saving MVL $1,262 

compared to what was budgeted. However, this may also 

be having an effect on the Steward’s box receipts. 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

“We must ever mandate the principle that the people of 

this continent alone have the right to decide their own 

destiny.” 

Br. James Knox Polk 

13TH President of the United States 

Speaker of the House of Representatives 

Governor of Tennessee 

Attorney 

James K. Polk was elected President of the United States in 

1844. During Polk's one term as President, he had four 

agenda items. Reestablish the Independent Treasury 

System, reduce tariffs, acquire some or all of the Oregon 

territory (it was partly controlled by Great Britain) and 

acquire California and New Mexico from Mexico. He 

accomplished all four items on his agenda in his single four 

year term. Although the Oregon territory and the 

annexation of Texas were controversial mostly due to the 
issue of slavery. Polk was accused of being an instrument 

of the "Slave Power". 

Polk passed away on June 15th, 1848 at the age of 53. He 

had the shortest retirement of any United States President 

to date, which is 103 days. He is also one of only six United 

States Presidents who passed away while their successor 

was in office. 

Polk was a member of Columbia Lodge No. 31 in 

Tennessee. 
 

Vol. 3. No. 11 Page 4 November 2022 


